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INTRODUCTION 

Lady Harriot Eliot was the third child and the younger 
of the two daughters of WiUiam Pitt, first Earl of Chatham, 
and of Lady Chatham, who was the daughter of Hester, 
suo jure Countess Temple. 

She was born in London on the 1 8th of April 1758, and was 
consequently a year older than her famous brother William 
Pitt, the younger. She was married in 1785 to Mr. Edward 
James Eliot, the eldest surviving son of the first Lord Eliot, 
and died the following year after giving birth to a daughter 
who in 1806 married Colonel, afterwards Lieutenant- 
General, Sir William Pringle, an officer who served with 
distinction in the Peninsular War. 

Such is the short life-story of the writer of the following 
letters, which are in the possession of Lady Harriot's 
descendants and are now printed for the first time.^ 

With the exception of a few carefully treasured notes 
written by Lady Harriot when she was a child, the letters, 
all except one of which are addressed to Lady Chatham, 
were written between 1776, the year of the declaration of 
American Independence, and 1786, the year in which Mr. 
Pitt concluded his Commercial Treaty with France. 

The letters are unevenly distributed over these years, 

* These letters were not included by the late Admiral Pringle in his 
bequest of Pitt papers to the Public Record Office, and, as far as can be 
ascertained, Mr. Basil Williams is the only biographer of the Pitt family 
who has seen them. 
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and, as Lady Harriot seldom dated her letters, it has been 
a matter of difficulty in some cases to determine their 
correct chronological order. The letters are printed in 
full, and a few notes have been added to connect them to- 
gether and to explain the political and family allusions 
which they contain. 

Lady Harriot appears to have been a remarkable 
woman. 

Like all Lord Chatham's children, she received a most 
careful education. During the last years of his life the 
great statesman, so long as the state of his health permitted, 
devoted most of his time to the task of bringing up his 
children to take the place in the world to which their dis- 
tinguished parentage entitled them — a task in which he 
was greatly assisted by Lady Chatham, who succeeded 
in inspiring her sons and daughters with a respect and 
affection for her to which witness is amply borne in Lady 
Harriot's letters. Lord Chatham did not send his sons to 
school. His own school career had not been a happy one, 
and he preferred to have his boys educated at home by a 
tutor under his own supervision. His daughters were 
educated with their brothers, and Lady Harriot must have 
received much the same instruction as Mr. Pitt, at any rate 
until he went to Cambridge. Both she and her sister Lady 
Hester, who married Lord Mahon, subsequently the third 
Earl Stanhope, had a good knowledge of Greek and Latin, 
and were encouraged from their earliest days to take an 
intelligent interest in the history and political institutions 
of their country. But Lady Harriot was no pedant or 
blue-stocking. She loved an out-door country life and 
was fond of horses and dogs. She was a perfectly natural 
vi 



INTRODUCTION 

and unaffected girl with a keen sense of humour, and her 
letters give a simple and entertaining description of the 
social and political events of her time. 

Lady Harriot is described by Henry Addington, first 
Viscount Sidmouth, who knew her well, as a very beautiful 
Avoman, and possessed of every quality ' which could make 
her amiable and attractive.' She was Mr. Pitt's favourite 
sister. ' I don't believe,' wrote Mr. Wilberforce to Lord 
Muncaster, shortly after Lady Harriot's death, ' there 
ever existed between brother and sister a more affectionate 
attachment than between Pitt and Lady Harriot ' — an 
opinion which is confirmed by Bishop Tomline, who, after 
describing Lady Harriot in his uninspiring manner as a 
' very superior and truly excellent woman,' states that she 
and Mr. Pitt regarded each other ' with the warmest feel- 
ings of mutual affection,' and ' had always lived upon terms 
of the utmost confidence. Never were brother and sister 
more worthy of each other.' 

Lady Harriot's letters prove the truth of these opinions. 
Her affection and admiration for her brother, and the in- 
tense pride which she took in his early political successes, 
are apparent whenever she refers to him. She was con- 
stantly with Mr. Pitt in London both before and after her 
marriage, and made it her business to keep Lady Chatham, 
who after Lord Chatham's death lived permanently in the 
country, informed of her brother's doings in the House of 
Commons. 

It was a genuine pleasure to Mr. Pitt when Lady Harriot 
became engaged to Mr. Eliot, who was one of his most 
intimate friends and staunchest political supporters. 

Lord Stanhope, in his Life of Mr. Pitt, states that this 

vii 
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match was agreeable to both families,^ but it is clear that 
Lord Eliot, Mr. Eliot's father, at first at any rate, did not 
view the proposed alliance with any great enthusiasm.^ 
The reason for his opposition to his son's marriage with 
Lady Harriot appears, however, to have been entirely due 
to financial considerations. He was not, or did not con- 
sider himself to be, a rich man, and he had doubtless hoped 
that his son would find a more wealthy bride. 

The following letters make this abundantly clear. The 
first of these letters ' was written by Lady Chatham to her 
friend Mrs. Boscawen shortly after Mr. Eliot had announced 
the news of his engagement to his father. 

'Burton Pynsent, May 15th, 1785. 

* How can it have happen'd, my dearest Mrs. Boscawen, 
that you who above all People possess the justness of 
Expression shou'd be guilty of such a misapplication of a 
word as putting the epithet dull to a letter that was in- 
finitely amusing, and not a little interesting ? The hearing 
from you at all was sufficient to make it the last, even tho' 

' See Life of the Right Honourable William Pitt, by Earl Stanhope, 
vol. i. p. 278. 

' From the following rather cryptic extract from a letter written by 
Lady Chatham to her children's old tutor Mr. Wilson, it would appear 
rather doubtful whether Lady Chatham was much pleased with her 
daughter's love affair : — ' March 19, 178.5. I have great comfort 
from the circumstance of Harriot's being so agreeably establish'd with 
her brother for the present, but I could not have her continue long 
without engaging in a union of another sort, which 1 hope there is no 
reason to think will be the case. All things considered as to the mind 
of the lady, and situation.' — Pretyman Manuscripts. See Pitt: some 
Chiipterx of his Life and Times, by Lord .\shbourne, p. 1.54. 

■' This letter and the following letter from ,\lr. Eliot to Lady Harriot 
are preserved with this collection of Lady Harriot's letters. 

viii 
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you had mention'd nothing of my Girl and her attending 
Inamorato. For once I beheve she will not have repined 
that her conversation with you was interrupted, and I 
am sure you forgive her sincerely for having readily 
acquiesced in it. When you consider that People's estates 
are not always what they perhaps like to have them pass 
for, and that m some cases that may create a difficulty 
unexpected, you will understand what you cou'd not under- 
stand before. If you please to keep this Key, at present 
at least, to yourself. I am afraid it will be some time before 
Riches will be added to Love, but as a good estate must 
come in future, it is more, I think, than possible that the 
want of it in present may not be a bar to a conclusion. 
I am extremely happy to have your confirmation of what 
I have heard in favor of the young Gentleman, to whom I 
am partially inclined by the long establish'd Friendship 
between him and my Son William. I never have a doubt 
of your kind wishes for the Happiness of any belonging to 
me, but that does not lessen my enjoying great pleasure in 
your obliging expressions of them, for which I thank you 
with great Truth. ... I am ever with the most affection- 
ate regard. Your faithful and obedt. H. Ch.' 

The next letter is from Mr. Eliot to Lady Harriot, and 

was written after he had spoken to his father with regard 

to his proposed marriage. 

' Port Eliot, Wednesday night, 
'August 31st, 1785. 

' My dearest Love, — I have had a Conversation with 
my Father this Morning, upon the whole certainly a 
Melancholy one. It began with his telling me with a good 

ix 
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deal of agitation that he already had annual expenses 
beyond his annual income, that therefore it was altogether 
out of his power to give me any assistance : That he almost 
desponded of his own affairs and thought it little less than 
absolute Ruin for us to think of going on on the present 
plan in the present circumstances : concluding with 
putting it to me in the most earnest manner and with the 
most pressing Instances for your sake as well as my own 
and his, not to conclude (or rather to delay concluding) 
this engagement till Lord Nugent's death or some other 
circumstance should enable him to do as he should wish to 
do upon that occasion. My Dearest Dear Harriot do not 
distrust me ; do not imagine I enter'd into this Reasoning 
or that I have engaged to propose such a thing to you. I 
have not indeed my Life. It is my duty to state this to 
you when I am once more so happy as to see you. To lose 
in your goodness and kindness to me the Feeling of this 
distressing scene, I shall have to tell you more particulars, 
in the meanwhile I will only say, my Dearest, that I told 
my Father I thought it was impossible. I will not distress 
you by repeating any more of the Conversation at present, 
the Result was that he would talk to me again, and I think 
he said he would write to your Brother (I live in the hopes 
of calling him mine), but exactly to what effect I do not 
know . . . ever faithfully, affectionately and sincerely 
yours, Ed. J. Eliot.' 

The remaining two letters,^ which were written only a 
few days before Lady Harriot's wedding, show that Lord 

' These two letters are preserved at Port Eliot, aud are printed here by 
the permission of the Earl of M. Germans. 
X 
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Eliot had not even then been prevailed upon to give his 
consent to his son's marriage : 

London, Sep. 8th, 1775. 
' My Hond. Lord, — By Mr. Pitt's letter which you will 
receive with this you will see that I did not mistake in 
thinking that what you had stated in j^ours to Him (how- 
ever likely to weigh with other persons or in other cir- 
cumstances) has had no effect upon his mind with respect 
to the present question. I could not say that I wished it 
might, and, as I am sure that you wish me happy, I am 
sure that you do not wish that I could. It then only 
remains for me to entreat your Pardon and Forgiveness, 
and to pray you will from this moment consider the Thing 
as done. It will give less pain to yourself and all that are 
concerned to consider it so, and I am sure we should avoid 
all unnecessary weariness : As it is I am, I do assure you, 
most deeply distressed at the manner in which you feel 
and think of the Event. I believe you do not doubt that 
I do so. It wounds most deeply the Happiness and 
satisfaction which I should otherwise have felt of every 
kind at this Connection. But I will not add more on such 
a subject. It is no small additional anxiety to me to 
reflect on the Inconveniences of a different kind which you 
feel yourself in ; but which as some consolation to myself 
it is my firmest Resolution never to multiply or augment. 
I am, my Hond. Lord, your very affect, and very dutiful 
son, Ed. J. Eliot.' 

Downing Street, Sep. 8th 1785. 

' My Lord, — I had the Honor of receiving the Letter 
which Mr. Eliot brought me from your Lordship and have 

xi 
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felt great concern from its contents. I had imagined 
that your Lordship was aware when you desired to see 
Mr. Ehot that the engagement between Him and my Sister 
was so fixed as to admit of no alteration. A further delay, 
such as you now desire, could not I am persuaded be 
reconciled to the happiness of either of them, or under all 
the circumstances be productive of any possible advantage ; 
And the appearance which it would now have to the Public 
would be incapable of any satisfactory explanation. It 
is therefore impossible from the Friendship and Affection 
which I bear towards them, that I should recommend such 
a measure : And as the only ground which your Lordship 
btates in your Letter for withholding your sanction to the 
Marriage at present, is your inability to give them any 
assistance, I trust that objection will be removed when you 
are assured that they give up the expectation of receiving 
any while your circumstances continue such as you have 
stated, and that they will form their plan of life accord- 
ingly. Your Lordship expresses your readiness to give 
your consent in case of Lord Nugent's death, and to make 
such Settlements as might then be in your Power. Altho' 
the marriage takes place now, your Lordship might equally 
defer making any settlement till that time ; or even if you 
should think it proper to enter into any Agreement sooner, 
it might be conditional, and not to take place until after 
that event : And by this means any Embarrassment which 
your Lordship unfortunately feels at present will in no 
possible way be increased by the immediate Conclusion of 
this engagement. This being the Case your Lordship will 
I am sure perceive that no effect could be provided by a 
Conversation between us even if the interval could be long 
xii 
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enough to admit of its taking place : as the Detail of your 
affairs which you seemed to wish more fully to explain, 
is wholly foreign from the business in its present shape ; 
and as any Settlement which your Lordship may be dis- 
posed to make with a view to future Events may as well 
take place afterwards as now, I have the Honor to be, my 
Lord, Your Lordship's most obedient and most humble 
servant, W. Pitt.' 

After her marriage Lady Harriot seems soon to have 
succeeded in making herself popular with her husband's 
relations, and her short married life was a very happy one. 
She and her husband were much at Downing Street, and 
Lady Harriot evidently enjoyed the social position which 
she occupied as hostess for her brother. She had many 
friends, and, as her own letters, and the following extract 
from a letter written in 1785 by Lady Chatham to Mr. 
Wilson, show, she was held in great regard by the Royal 
Family. 

' I take for granted you will have heard of the great 
honor done Harriot in the commands of Her Majesty, at 
different times, to attend of an evening at Buckingham 
House. It is a very flattering distinction, which is properly 
felt. Great as the honor is, those parties are not always 
pleasure, but in this case the last was joined, and Harriot 
is really, if I may take the liberty to use the expression, in 
love with the Princess.' ^ 

Lady Harriot's sudden death was a tragic blow to her 
husband and also to Mr. Pitt. As Lady Harriot states in 

' Pretyman Manuscripts. See Pitt: -some Chapters of his Life and 
Times, by Lord Ashbourne, p. 155. 
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her letters, Mr. Pitt had been far from well about this 
time, and had been obliged to undergo a slight operation 
only a few days before his sister died. His friends, there- 
fore, including the King, were extremely anxious about 
him. ' I am excessively hurt,' wrote George iii. to Mr. 
Frazer, ' as indeed all my family are, at the death of the 
aimiable Lady Harriot Elliot (sic). ... I own I dread the 
effect it may have on Mr. Pitt's health.' ^ The Duke of 
Dorset wrote in the same strain to Mr. Eden.^ Their 
anxiety was fully justified, as Bishop Tomline states that 
it was long before Mr. Pitt could see any one but himself, 
or transact any business except through him.^ But public 
business, as Mr. Wilberforce prophesied, was a great assist- 
ance to Mr. Pitt in getting over the shock, ' by necessarily 
calling him from his own melancholy reflections.' * 

With Mr. Eliot, however, the case was different. His 
' natural temper,' according to the statement of his friend 
Mr. Wilberforce, ' was ill calculated to bear up against such 
a stroke,' and he appears never to have got over the crush- 
ing calamity of his wife's death. Bishop Tomline says that 
he never recovered his former cheerfulness or again mixed in 
society. For a time he made his home with Mr. Pitt at 
Downing Street, but later on he settled with his little 
daughter in the immediate neighbourhood of Battersea 
Rise, in order to be near his intimate friend Mr. Wilberforce, 

' Chevening Manuscripts. See Wil/iam Pitt and National Revival, by 
J. Holland Rose, pp. 281t, 2!)0. 

2 See his letter dated 6tli October 1786 in the Journal and Corre- 
spondence of Lord Auckland. 

3 Bishop Tomline's U/r nf Pill, vol. ii. p. 4. 

* See his letter to Lord iMuiicaster in the Life of William Wilberforce, 
by his Sons, vol. i. p. l-"i- 
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in whose philanthropic work he took a deep and active 
interest. In June 1793, much to Mr. Pitt's regret, he re- 
signed the office of a Lord of the Treasury which he had 
held since 1784, owing, as Lord Stanhope explains, to 
' dehcate health and a more serious temper resulting from 
his family bereavement.' ^ He died at Port Eliot four 
years later, at the early age of thirty -nine. After her 
father's death Miss Eliot went to live with Lady Chatham 
at Burton Pynsent. 

' See Life of the Right Honourable William Pitt, by Earl Stanhope, 
vol. i. p. 219. 



XV 



THE LETTERS OF 
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The first three of the following four letters are written 
in the large round hand of a child of eight years old and 
were sent to Lady Chatham in 1766, the year in which her 
husband quitted the House of Commons upon the forma- 
tion of his administration and entered the House of Lords 
as Earl of Chatham. 

The fourth letter is dated 1773. It is the only letter in 
this collection not addressed to Lady Chatham, and was 
written by Lady Harriot from Burton Pynsent to her 
father, who was staying with his two eldest sons at Lyme 
Regis. The following extract from a letter from Lady 
Chatham to Lord Chatham shows that Lady Harriot's 
apt quotation from Cicero was much appreciated by her 
father. ' The want of variety for ourselves and the lively 
description of pleasures enjoyed by brothers rather dulls 
our spirits. Harriot felt, however, quite as she ought 
Papa's flattery and goodness to her. I imagine when 
Hester writes next in order, to be beyond Harriot she will 
take a Greek quotation.' 

Weymouth, Aug. 2nd [1766]. 

Dear Mama, — I wish you joy of Papa's being 
Earl Chatham. We have a HoHday to-day on the 
occasion. We are to go, as soon as the weather 
permits, to see a Roman camp. I hope to see you 
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soon here, or that we may come to you at London.— 
I am, Dear Mama, your Dutiful Daughter, 

Harriot Pitt. 

Weymouth, Septr. 15th [1766]. 

Dear Mama, — I am glad to hear you are well. 
1 am sorry that Papa has got the Gout. John says 
that it was no Sea Nymph that puU'd him into the 
Water, but only a stone in the way. Forester was 
not hurt. I am very glad to hear that we are to 
come to London. — I am. Dear Mama, your Dutiful 
Daughter, Harriot Pitt. 

Burton Pynsent, Oct. 27th [1766]. 

Dear Mama, — I hope that you continue well 
and that Bath agrees with Papa. I hope to be 
with you soon. Hester and I went out on Saturday 
to Woolly Park in the little Chaise, and on Sunday 
to Troy hiU. Taunton has entirely got rid of his 
cough. We went out yesterday in the Coach the 
Taunton road; poor Muff has hurt his eye, and I 
am afraid he will lose it. Nobody knows how it 
was done. Mr. Johnson thinks he may have hurt 
it with a thorn. Pray give my Duty to Papa. — 
I am, Dear Mama, your most Dutiful and most 
affectionate Daughter, Harriot Pitt. 

Burton Pvnsent, June 15th, 1773. 

Dear Papa, — I make no doubt will easily imagine 
that it was not without great regret that I yielded 
up the pleasure of writing to him first. Indeed 
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nothing can be a greater satisfaction to us aU than 
to be allowed to correspond with him. I now take 
up my pen to express in my turn how much joy I 
feel in reflecting that Lyme Regis seems even to 
surpass expectations. Happy that your habita- 
tion there turns out so well, happier if Burton 
could be removed to you. If dear Papa could be 
forgot for a moment, Cicero must have reminded 
me of him. ' Nee vero ille in luce modo atque in 
oculis civium magnus sed intus domique prae- 
stantior.' Thunder, lightening and violent rain has 
been our weather here for these 3 days pass'd, 
so that all our vermin have been idle. We aU 
hope that the storms have not reach' d Lyme, as 
they would be a most disagreable hindrance to 
any scheme that you may propose. Notwithstand- 
ing the quantity of water which has fallen, our moor 
appears in great verdure, and I think, altho' it will 
not be in order for driving, it will appear soon in 
perfect beauty to the eye. I may be allowed a 
repetition of Mama's goodness. I say repetition 
because James's letter to WiUiam mentions the 
same, but as all have an equaU share in it, all must 
desire equally to express their satisfaction in it. 
May I be permitted to add Love and Duty from all 
to all, and ever believe me, Your most Affectionate 
and DutifuU daughter, Harriot Pitt.^ 

1 In a letter to Mr. Wilson, Lady Chatham gives a pleasing descrip- 
tion of Lady Harriot about eighteen months after this letter was written : 
' My companion, lively Madame Harriot, grows very tall, but as she 
grows pleasing and amiable in the same proportion it is perfectly well ' 
(Stanhope Manuscripts). See Lord Ashbourne's Pitt : some Chapters of 
his Life and Times, p. 20. 
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The next eight letters, although several of them are un- 
dated, clearly belong to the year 1776. They were written 
whilst Lady Harriot was in London, where she stayed for 
several months with her sister. Lady Mahon, in Harley 
Street. During the whole of this year Lord Chatham was 
seriously ill, and remained in complete seclusion at Hayes, 
his house near Beckenham. When he was suffering 
acutely from the ailment to which he was subject, ^ Lord 
Chatham was a prey to fits of terrible mental depression, 
and could bear no one near him but his wife. This was no 
doubt the reason why Lady Harriot, who was at this time 
only eighteen years old, was allowed to be so long away 
from home.^ 

There are naturally frequent allusions in these letters 
to Lord Chatham's illness, the various phases of which 
were being followed with the keenest anxiety by all 
thinking men throughout the country, for, although very 
few people probably realised at that date the real gravity 
of affairs in America, it was yet rapidly becoming apparent 
that Lord North and his colleagues were unequal to the 
task before them, and that Lord Chatham was the only 
living statesman capable of dealing with the difficulties of 
the situation. But it is also clear from Lady Harriot's 
letters that in the year in which took place the declaration 
of American Independence the attention of society in this 

' This ailment, according to Mr. Basil Williams, Lord Chatham's 
latest biographer, was diffused gout, probably complicated with Bright's 
disease. 

2 The following letter from Lady Chatham to Mr. Pitt shows that 
Lady Harriot paid a visit to Lady Mahon the previous year. ' Your 
sister Harriot goes to-morrow to Chevening, to continue there till Lady's 
arrival shall dislodge her, which may be the end of this month or the 
beginning of next. I have great satisfaction in her going, as she will be 
happy with her sister, and I can see but very little of her' (Pretyman 
iMaiiuscripts). See Lord Ashbourne's Pitt: some Chapters of his Life and 
Times, p. 30. 
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country was by no means wholly engrossed by the 
momentous struggle already in progress on the other side 
of the Atlantic Ocean. The trial of Elizabeth Chudleigh, 
Duchess of Kingston, for bigamy appears to have been a 
matter of more immediate interest to most people than 
the doings of the rebel colonists in America. 

[Undated] 1776. 

I TAKK the opportunity of writing to My Dear 
Mother to-day instead of by to-morrow's Post ; 
Tho' I have very Uttle I think to say for myself 
since I last wrote to you ; except to tell you what 
you already very well know, the repeated morti- 
fication that every fresh account from Hayes 
brings. The disappointment at the obstinate con- 
tinuance of Papa's illness is not by any means con- 
fined to his own Family, for both Friends and Foes 
seem to be at the present critical moment equal in 
their anxiety for his recovery. Dally says that 
you are pretty well. I hope free from your Sore 
Throat which I was afraid might return, as every 
body here except me have got colds. My Sister 
wish'd much to write to you, but she has got a 
great cold which makes writing not so well for her. 
She desires many Loves to my Dear Mother. I 
have been to make a visit to Lady Catherine 
Pelham. The Miss Pelhams having call'd upon 
me. She was very anxious in her enquiries about 
Papa and you, and said many very flattering things 
of my Brothers. I have dined at Lord Temple's 
since I wrote to you and was fortunate enough to 
meet with Lady Temple's approbation who I heard 

5 
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was so good as to say many flattering things of me. 
I have been with Mrs. Pitt, who is exceedingly 
partial to me and extremely obliging. I have seen a 
great many People lately and have been known by 
a many from my strong likeness to you. I dined 
yesterday with Lady Stanhope. Lady Morton 
and Lord Binning were of the Party. Lady 
Chesterfield came in the evening there. I was 
presented to her. She inquired much after Papa 
and after you. I shoud not have accepted the in- 
vitation to dinner at Lady Stanhope's, but I saw 
that a refusal woud not have been liked. I must 
not omit telling you that Lady Middleton has 
offered in the politest manner possible to be my 
Chaperon to Publick Places when ever I chuse to 
go. With regard to them I keep the line which 
you order'd. I shoud not forget to tell you that 
the Expectation of the Beau Monde (Lady Granby) ^ 
is arrived in Town. She came, I believe, last 
Saturday. Lord Granby it is thought will be in 
Town to-day. He has been at Belvoir. The Duke 
of Rutland I suppose you know has been dying, 
but He is now I hear recover'd. Adieu, My Dear 
Mother, your dutiful and affectionate Daughter, 

Harriot Pitt. 

It is strongly reported that Lord Sandwich is to 
be Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. May I trouble you 
with my love to Pam.^ She holds out I hope 
pretty well. I have wrote to Aunt Mary and to 

• She was the daughter of the fourth Duke of Beaufort, and married 
Lord (iranby in December 177il. 
^ The old nurse of the Pitt family. 
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Mrs. Cholmondeley and will write to Miss Louisa 
immediately. I don't think I can go to Mrs. 
Jouvencel's, because Lord Mahon uses his Chariot 
in the morning and they keep but one pair of horses. 
However, I certainly will if I can. I did not 
mention it to Lord and Lady Mahon as I saw it 
must be inconvenient to them. 

[Undated] 1776. 

We were all, as my Dear Mother will easily 
imagine, much grieved to find by Pitt that no 
fortunate amendment had taken place. It is 
indeed a sad mortification to see that no Weather, 
neither Frost or thaw, will produce the much 
desired Gout. Lord Temple's amazing recovery, 
and his astonishing good looks, inspires us with 
hopes that Papa may at last procure relief from the 
same beneficial Gout. My Unkle, you would, I 
know, be much delighted to see looking twenty 
years younger than I ever remember him. Both 
he and Lady Temple were very glad to see us, and 
were very kind to us. I had the honor of dining 
yesterday with IMr. Grenville, who is more than 
ever mad wth greatness. Their Party consisted of 
Mr. and Mrs. Pitt, Mrs. Hood and our Butleigh 
Cousins from whom I had the pleasure of learning 
that Mr. James Grenville was perfectly well. I 
shoud not omit telling you that we had likewise the 
pleasure of having in our company the celebrated 
Captain Ascue, Lord liyttelton's Dear Friend. 
Before this great Dinner, I had had a much more 
agreable Party ; for I was ask'd last Monday and 

7 
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went to a small circle at Mrs. Montague's, which 
tum'd out very agreably. She desired me when I 
wrote to you to present her compliments to Papa 
and yourself. I met the Dutchess of Beaufort to 
whom I was presented and who was very civil. I 
also saw Lady Betty Compton with whom I had a 
great Deal of conversation. As you have seen Pitt, 
you will probably have heard all this and all the 
News that is stirring. Adieu my Dearest Mother. 
I have only time to tell you how much I feel your 
goodness in allowing me to be where I am, where 
I assure you I take every opportunity of putting 
your good advice in practice. — Yours Dutifully and 
Affectionately, H. Pitt. 

My love to James and William whom I am glad 
to find we are to see soon. Many affectionate 
Duties from Lord and Lady Mahon. 

[Undated] 1776. 

I TAKE this opportunity of writing a few lines to 
my Dearest Mother. A few I believe indeed they 
will be as I have scarce a quarter of an hour to 
write in, being engaged to go this evening to the 
Opera which is a new one, and as it is for a benefit 
will be much crowded, so that we are obliged to go 
early. Without any loss of the precious moments 
I will begin to tell what I have done since you 
last heard from me. I have been once to Mrs. 
Montague's, where I was excessively amused and 
met with a great many People. The Dutchess of 
Beaufort was there and Lady Granby. I desired 
8 
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the former to introduce me to the Latter, and on last 
tuesday I went and left my name at the Door. Sir 
Jeffrey and Lady Amherst were at the Assembly 
there and inquired much after you and Papa, and 
so did the Dutchess of Beaufort. Mrs. and Mr. 
Garrick were there and desired to be introduced to 
me. There was a Mr. Journeyman there whom I 
don't know the least who inquired much after Papa 
and seemed much rejoiced to hear that he had got 
the Gout. He is a very polite man and I had a 
great deal of conversation with him. So much 
for Mrs Montague's. 

Last Thursday I was at a private Party at Mrs. 
Hood where there were a great many People. I 
met with Lady Paulet there who was very polite 
to me and likewise with Lord and Lady Fortescue 
and with Lady Langham. The Latter proposed 
to me a party to go see the new Play call'd ' The 
Runaway,' which I accepted as I hear it is very 
pretty. Mrs. John Pitt has been to caU upon me 
and has asked me to a Ball, the 20th of March. I 
accepted the invitation as we all thought that as 
Papa was so much better that I ought to do it. I 
shall certainly before that time have the pleasure 
of seeing you, my Dearest Mother, and, if you 
shoud not approve of it, it will be very easy to send 
our excuse. Lady Middleton asked me some time 
ago whether I shoud not like to go to the Dutchess 
of Kingston's tryal. I gave her an undecisive 
answer. Since Mrs. Stapleton has ask'd me to go. 
I said the same sort of thing to her as to Lady 
Middleton, as I did not choose to engage myself 
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to go without your consent, and indeed I imagined 
the tryal might not be very fit for me to hear. But, 
however, they both told me there woud be nothing 
improper in it as the whole that the tryal woud be 
upon woud be whether she had married two hus- 
bands or not. You will be so good as to send me 
your opinion upon it, because Parties are made 
early and I may be desired to determine upon 
whether I will go or not. I was last night at 
Banger and Abel's concert with Lady Brett and Miss 
Brett where I was much entertain'd. There was a 
great deal of company there. I am come late to 
the subject of Papa and I am sure you must know 
very well my feelings with regard to that. I am 
exceedingly obliged to you for thinking of my cold. 
It has quite now left me and indeed it was never 
very bad. Pray may I trouble you with my love 
to James and to Pam. And Pray Pardon this 
miserable scrawl which I am quite ashamed of but 
I have writ in monstrous haste as I expected to be 
called away every minute. — Yours Dutifully and 
Affectionately, Harriot Pitt. 



Harley Street, March 7th, 1776. 

I HAVE done nothing memorable since I last wrote 
to you, my Dearest Mother, so that I have little 
or nothing to say that can in the least tend to 
amuse you. My Sister and I know so little of the 
ways of the World that we had imagined that 
to-night was Almack's night ; but Miss Grenville 
who I will own does certainly know all those 

ID 
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things perfectly undeceived me yesterday. So I 
find myself compleatly disappointed as it is not 
till next Thursday. I have received a card for an 
Assembly at Lady Ranelagh's ; but I believe I 
shall be out of Town before the day named. I have 
desired William to explain to you about the 
Dutchess of Kingston's tryal, as I think yet when 
you understand it, you wiU allow me to go. The 
first day will be totally taken up in the forms, and 
that is the only day that I wish to go, as everybody 
says the sight will be finer than a Coronation. All 
the world are anxious to procure tickets. Every- 
body I meet with assure me that Lord Chatham 
has seven tickets which I take to be a genteel hint 
that you have them to dispose of. Whether you 
judge it proper at present to do so I don't know : 
if you shoud, it woud be a very welcome politeness 
to Lady Midleton who is trying every where for 
one for herself and Miss Brodrick. My Father, I 
imagine, continues much the same as when we last 
heard from you. Every bodies' spirits are raised 
about him by his having the Gout. I never saw 
Lord Temple look so well as now, and indeed it is 
prodigious what he does. After having spoke in 
the House of Lords I met him at the Opera on 
Tuesday not the least tired. The Report that 
night was that the King of Prussia was dead, but I 
fancy it was only a Report. Pray give my love to 
James. Adieu, my Dearest Mother. — Yours most 
Dutifully and Affectionately, 

H. Pitt. 
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Harley Street, April 23d, 1776. 

My dear Mother,— You will easily judge what 
unpleasant sensations your account of my Father 
must have created amongst us all. I therefore do 
not mean to dwell upon the afflicting subject as our 
feelings on it must have been anticipated by you 
already. I flatter myself, notwithstanding what 
you say of him to-day, that some favorable change 
may take place which we may be happy enough to 
hear to-morrow. I shoud have wrote by the return 
of the Servant to-night, but that, as my Sister 
answered your letter, I thought it woud be as well 
for me to send my letter by the Post. Besides too 
that Aunt Mary was with us at dinner at Lord 
Stanhope's and we were unwilling to leave her 
both at a time as it was not necessary. She came 
to town yesterday and was much mortified to hear 
such bad news from Hayes to-day. 

I will now turn my Pen to the teUing you what I 
have done since I have been here, which has not 
been anything scarcely except going to the tryal 
of the poor unduchess'd lady which was really well 
worth a close attendance. It finished yesterday 
when she was found guilty by all the Peers except 
the Duke of Newcastle who did not pronounce 
her thoroughly so as he said guilty erroneously but 
not intentionally which seems somewhat curious. 
Nothing could be clearer proved than her marriage 
with my Lord Bristol. She spoke yesterday twice. 
Her Voice and Manner is uncommonly fine tho' 
rather Theatrical. It seems rather a ridiculous 
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conclusion to so solemn and awful a thing as her 
tryal that she shoud be discharged without anything 
of punishment, but a mere payment of her fees, 
and a notification to her that if she committed the 
same crime again, it woud be found capital, at 
which, notwithstanding her situation, she coud not 
forbear smiling. A great many people were much 
disappointed at the business being concluded yes- 
terday as it was very much wish'd by everybody 
to be present at the last day, and it was generally 
imagined that it would not conclude so soon. I 
did not miss one day as Lord Stanhope was so good 
as to give me a ticket for every day. I went with 
Lady Camden and the Miss Pratts before my sister 
went, and afterwards we all went of a party to- 
gether. We met the Dutchess of Cumberland there 
who was very polite and gracious to us. We all 
admired her extremely. Lady Mahon and I were 
last night at the Dutchess of Northumberland's 
where I was very well amused and met a good 
many people. I was not a little struck with the 
magnificence of the house and of her room in 
particular. We were to have seen masks there ; 
but the masquerade was put off because it was not 
likely to succeed after people had fatigued them- 
selves with the trial. It so whoUy engrossed the 
attention of everybody that everything else seem'd 
to be totally forgot. The name of America was not, 
I believe, heard during the time it lasted. But now 
the mighty Business is over, things will return to 
their old channel, and we shall again hear of 
nothing but Politicks. There is a piece of private, 
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not of Publick News which I believe you have not 
learnt, and that is, that Miss Cathcart is going to be 
married to Lord Stormont. The report is that it 
is not a marriage of choice on the side of the Lady. 
As I now seem drawing near to a conclusion of my 
Paper, I think it is high time for me to tell you my 
Dear Mother how much I feel myself obliged to 
you for allowing me to be in town. You wiU be so 
good as to name the time of my return that I may 
not, in case other circumstances shoud permit of 
it, accept of any engagements beyond the limited 
time. We have all been ask'd to Dinner at my 
Lord Shelbume's on Friday next. Adieu, my Dear 
Mother. We shall wait with an anxious im- 
patience to hear of Papa. Aiint Mary means to 
send to inquire after him to-morrow. — Your Dutiful 
and Affectionate Daughter, 

Harriot Pitt. 



Harley Street, May 4th [1776]. 

My dear Mother,— You will, I am sure, easily 
beleive how much I feel myself obliged to you for 
your Letter. Indeed you was vastly goodly to 
employ your precious time in writing to me, and 
the kind way in which you express your satisfaction 
at my being here makes me wish to thank you over 
and over again for aU your goodness to me. I have 
indeed been much amused lately as I have had the 
pleasure of seeing Garrick act in the Play of ' Rule 
a Wife, have a Wife.' He performs six times for 
Madame Necker with whom we went the last time 

14 
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which was very agreable to us, as we got good 
places by that means ; the Stage Box being always 
reserved for her by Garrick. We dine to-day with 
Lady Stanhope and go to the Opera. I am very 
sorry to be obliged to confess that I did walk in 
Kensington Gardens that day, as my Sister told me 
that you did not like it. However, it did not do me 
any harm as my Cold is now gone. I was much 
concerned to find that you had one. I hope we 
shall hear that it has quitted you, or that at least 
it is almost gone. Your account of Papa was 
indeed very unsatisfactory. I cannot help flatter- 
ing myself tho' that your next letter may bring us 
more comfortable tidings. 

The News which my Sister wrote you word of is 
true. Administration it seems glory in the great- 
ness of the Deed. If there is any merit in what has 
been done at Boston, it certainly is not theirs. 
Unless they lay their claim to it as primum mobile 
by having obliged General Howe thro' their want of 
care to quit his Station. 

We have been looking at Silks this morning, but 
have not as yet fixed upon any. May I trouble 
you with love to James and Pam. My pen is so 
bad, it will hardly mark. — Your most Dutiful and 
Affectionate Daughter, Harriot Pitt. 



Harley Street, May 9th [1776]. 

My dear Mother,— Yesterday's account of Papa 
was so unsatisfactory to our wishes that we cannot 
help longing with an anxious eagerness for another 
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Letter from you, which may bring us more agreable 
tidings. I am afraid too from what you said of 
yourself that you are far from being quite well 
independently of your anxiety. If Welbore EUis 
really said what is attributed to him, Papa's illness 
is if possible more to be lamented, and the notion 
of his being so very far from being able to exert 
himself must, I am sure, heighten the Distress of all 
your other feelings. But, to quit this afflicting 
subject, let me proceed to tell you what I have done 
since I last wrote to you. We have seen Garrick 
in ' Archer,' a Character which does not suit him so 
well now as I fancy it did twenty years ago. He 
acts ' Benedict ' to-night which we wished much 
to have seen but could not get places. 

Pitt's letter is this moment arrived which gives 
us some satisfaction about my Father. I shoud 
have wrote to you by the return of the Servant, but 
that I had had a Festino ticket sent me and that I 
was preparing myself for it. Mrs. Hood has pro- 
cured one for my Sister which was vastly lucky as 
I coud not otherwise have gone. Mine came from 
Lady Camden I think. We have no fresh news in 
Town, at least I have heard none. That piece of 
news which you had heard of Welbore Ellis is not 
true, tho' it was reported he had said so. Poor 
Mrs. Hood has been very ill, but she is now begin- 
ning to get about again. I think I shoud not omit 
telling you that Miss Cathcart is married as perhaps 
you may not have seen it in the Papers and you may 
chuse to do something about it. Will you be so 
good as to excuse the shortness of my epistle which 
i6 
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woud not have been so Laconiek but that my 
Festino ticket did not arrive till so late that I had 
only time to dress my head before I went to Lady 
Stanhope's. Love to my Brother. — Your most 
DutifuU and Affectionate Daughter, H. Pitt. 

Harley Street, May 10th [1776]. 

My dear Mother, — From the account which 
Pitt brings of Papa, we remain much in the same 
anxious state of mind about him ; and I fear we 
have but a distant prospect of changing it for a 
happy tranquill one. He brought us better news 
tho' about you which was a great satisfaction to 
us, as he says your cold is better. Before Tuesday 
I hope it will be quite gone, and that I shall have 
the happiness of seeing my Dear Mother as well as 
at present I can expect her to be. How much I 
am obliged to yovi for all the amusement you have 
allowed me to have, I can hardly express to you 
now by Pen and paper. I hardly know how I 
shall set about it, even when I see you. I wrote 
you word in my last Epistle that we were going to 
the Festino that evening which turned ovit very 
agreably, I danced with Mr. Walpole who has a 
most exact ear and was therefore a very good 
Partner for me. I did nothing Yesterday, except 
in the Evening I went and set with Mrs. Hood. 
Since she has been well enough to bear it, either my 
Sister or I have been to her almost every night 
except the Festino one. We are in great hopes 
that Garrick will act ' Lear ' on Monday. We have 
upon the supposition taken places for that night. 
B 17 
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So many other people have done the same before 
us, that it was with great difficulty that we obtained 
them in the ninth Row of the Front Boxes. 
^ I hear from Pitt and Lord Mahon that my Lord 
Shelburne spoke very well yesterday. It was not 
all together so fine a debate as usual, the best 
Speakers being absent. The Guards are not gone 
yet. ^Vhen they will sail nobody knows. I hear 
the Foreign Troops were all without shoes and 
stockings which we were obliged to supply them 
with. ^Vhether they will any reach America is a 
great Doubt. For if they escape all other perils, 
it is generally thought that most of them will die 
of distempers occasioned by the excessive badness 
of the Provisions. The celebrated Fordyce is the 
man fixt upon to furnish them, and it is said that 
he has already put fifty thousand pounds in his 
pocket. Lord Sandwich said yesterday in the 
course of his Speech that He did not expect much 
good from Sir Peter Parker's squadron which was 
rather an unguarded and unlucky expression. 

My Sister has just told me of a very kind request 
that she has made to you in her letter. I own after 
all your goodness to me, it woud be almost un- 
reasonable in me to ask to prolong my stay even till 
Friday. At the same time I confess I wish much 
to see this opera, tho' I am ashamed after all the 
amusement I have had to ask to do it. However, 
if my Dear Mother is so good as to consent to it, 
she will infinitely oblige her Dutiful and Affectionate 
Daughter, Harriot Pitt. 

Love to James and to Pam. 
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If Lord Sandwich who, despite the rumour of his appoint- 
ment as Lord -Lieutenant of Ireland to which Lady Harriot 
alludes in a previous letter, still remained First Lord of 
the Admiralty, really made the remark attributed to him 
in this letter, he proved himself a better prophet than ruler 
of the King's Navy, for Sir Peter Parker's squadron arrived 
in American waters much too late to permit of any co- 
operation by the English forces in the rising which had been 
planned by the Loyalists in the Southern States. This 
outbreak which had been arranged for the end of the year 
1775 could not be deferred, and was easily put down by the 
enemy in January of the following year, before Sir Peter 
Parker's squadron had sailed from England. The subse- 
quent combined naval and military attack upon Charleston 
under the command of General Clinton and Sir Peter Parker 
ended in failure. The foreigners to whom Lady Harriot 
refers in this letter were the Hessians and other German 
soldiers whom the Government employed in the American 
War owing to the usual dearth of English troops. The 
employment of these foreigners was greatly resented by 
the Colonists who, as a recent historian has pointed out, 
' spoke of them as though the King was delivering a loyal 
people to be massacred by foreign mercenaries,' an absurd 
enough view of the situation in any case, but still more 
absurd coming from men who were busily endeavouring to 
secure for themselves the active assistance of the French. 

But, although the employment of foreign troops in this 
war was probably unavoidable, it was yet an unfortunate 
necessity, for, in addition to irritating the Americans, it 
was also unpopular in England, and called forth a bitter 
protest from Lord Chatham when he returned to his place 
in Parliament in the autumn of the year 1777.^ At this 

' See Lord Chatham's speech in the House of Lords on the 10th of 
November 1777, Parliamentary History, vol. xix. pp. 360-3. 
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date Lady Harriot was the guest of her uncle Henry 
Grenvillei at Bath, where, despite the war, the season 
appears to have been as gay as usual. 

Bath Crescent, Nov. 29th [1777]. 

I CANNOT express to you my Dear Mother how 
much joy your letter of to day has occasion'd, nor 
how much I am obliged to you for the kindness 
which it contains. You must perfectly know that 
nothing can so much contribute to my happiness, 
as the finding that you and Papa are satisfied with 
my Conduct, which I assure you I endeavour 
always to form upon the plan you gave me. This 
compleats my pleasure, and enables me to taste 
all the charms of our Society here, without any 
Draw-Back but one, which I must always feel, when 
I am separated from my Dear Mother. Pitt was 
indeed most welcome as you will find from my Last 
Letter. Nothing coud give us greater joy than the 
account we recieved from him of Papa's exertions 
in the House of Lords, which William's pen also 
so agreably described. I am extremely obliged to 
him for his Epistle and I woud certainly have 
answered it if I coud have found time to day. But 
I flatter myself that a Catnbridge Beau will excuse 
a Bath Belle some little degree of laziness. I shall 
not forget to acquit myself of your message to 
Mr. and Mrs. Pitt. They dine with us to day, so 
I shall have an early opportunity. Mrs. Grenville 
is extremely pleased with Mrs. Pitt so that we see 

' He was the youngest son of Hester, suo jure Countess Temple, and 
was at one time Governor of Barbados. 
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a great deal of them without the Least Form or 
ceremony. They are indeed vastly obliging to 
me. Mrs. Pitt is to be of our Party to the dressed 
Ball next Monday. She was not with us at the 
Undressed one on Thursday which was an un- 
common good one. I danced with Mr. Lyons. We 
goe to pass this Evening at Lady Ashburnham's 
where I suppose we shall have a Commerce party 
which is the favorite game with us. Adieu, my 
Dear Mother. You cannot imagine how I feel 
your indulgence nor with how much truth I am 
always your most affectionate Daughter, 

H. Pitt. 

May I trouble you with my affectionate Duty to 
Papa. Love to William, etc. etc. I received an 
answer from Miss Townshend to day. They are all 
as well as can be expected and her Aunt and Grand 
Father are gone to Pepperharrow. But this you 
probably know. I beg your Pardon, but I liked 
to have forgot to tell you that I shall certainly 
take care to be as Cautious as you reccommend. I 
am almost sure that I am right in what I told you 
in my Last Letter. But of this I am quite sure, 
that I never mention'd the person to any one, but 
to her advantage. 

Bath Crescent, Dec. 1st [1777]. 

My dear Mother, — The beginning of your Letter 
this morning gave me the greatest pleasure, and I 
feel myself extremely indebted to you for your 
goodness in communicating so soon to me this 
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happy intelligence. Indeed upon this interesting 
Subject my Dear Mother has done justice to my 
feelings, and I shoud have been compleatly happy 
by her Epistle to day, if she had not seem'd to 
suspect them upon a still more important head. 
I am certainly hurt beyond expression at the Idea 
being entertain'd that we are deficient in any point 
of sentiment, particularly upon an occasion where 
it is so unnatural for us to be wanting. My Brother 
was gone out when I received your Letter, and 
when he comes home I shall communicate to him 
what you say on his subject which I am sorry 
to be obliged to do, as I know (by myself) what a 
mortification it will be to him. 

My Aunt wrote to you upon my Brother's arrival, 
and since. She will have sufficiently express'd her 
Feelings I dare say upon the occasion. At Least 
I can bear Witness to her happiness, and that of 
my Unkle upon the Account of Papa's exertion. 
William wrote me a further confirmation of the 
spirit and beauty of the performance, as I said to 
you, in my Last, tho' not in terms as explicit as I 
have wishd, since the reception of my Dear Mother's 
Letter. I am excessively sorry that the opinion 
I hazarded about my Cousins did not meet with 
your Approbation. I thought I had some grounds 
for it. What I heard of them was in general this. 
That amongst them they had practised the lowest 
of tricks to get at a letter of Mrs. Stapleton's which 
has had very disagreable effects. I had it from my 
Aunt who is some what mix'd in the Affair, and who 
order'd me not to mention it to any Body. There- 
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fore I shoud have avoided telling you the history at 
all by the Post, if you had not commanded it. May 
I beg the favor of your not hinting any thing about 
it to my Aunt, because she might think it wrong in 
me to have said any thing about it in a Letter ? I 
am excessively happy that Papa has almost Lost 
his cold, and I shoud have been quite in high Glee 
at hearing of his meditating a Visit to Town if I 
had not at the same time all the reason in the 
World to imagine that I am not thought to enter 
into the spirit of his Publick Exertions ; and I 
imagine it is the good of the Whole that carries him 
to London. There remains nothing for me now to 
do but to beg you to be convinced that in point of 
Sentiment I am never really deficient, and I intreat 
you to forgive any want of force or impropriety 
of expression. I return you and my Father a 
thousand thanks for having prolonged the term 
of my enjoying the Society of those who are so 
good to me. Mrs. Grenville shewd me your Letter, 
which gave me no small satisfaction. We went 
yesterday to Mrs. Macartney's where we had an 
agreable Party. To night we are bound for the 
Ball. Mrs. Grenville and my Unkle desired me 
to present a thousand thousand Affectionate 
Compliments. I have not a word, to tell you of 
Publick news, which I think this Place is the worst 
in the world for.— I am, Dear Mama, your Dutiful 
and Affec. Daughter, Harriot Pitt. 

liOve to William and Pam. 
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Bath Crescent, Deer. 6th [1777]. 

I AM in great hopes that this Post will bring us 
a Letter from you to day my Dearest Mother, and 
that we shall have the satisfaction of hearing that 
Papa has not suffer'd the Least from his attendance ; 
Which is a point that at the present moment is not 
only essential to us, but to all the World besides. 
The Deplorable News from America is here 
anxiously believed.^ Lady Coventry told me it 
was certainly true, and I thought from the rest of 
her conversation that she really did believe it. She 
desired me to read her exactly what you said of 
Papa as Lord Coventry would be so anxious to 
know the very words you made use of about him. 
' Lord Coventry had all along Look'd up to him, 
and he did more than ever now. It was his opinion 
he would be sent for directly. His being well at 
this time was providential. Lord Coventry always 
thought him the only person that coud save us. 
He merely attended the House for the sake of 
meeting him,' and there was a great deal more said 
all in the same style. This is the ton of the great 
ones. The Little People are all in the same story 
and all agree in the belief of the news and the 
conviction that Some Persons will never stand it. 
As to the first News, that you met the report of. 
Lord Coventry and the rest of our Politicians make 
it rather a Slight matter, and don't reckon that we 
shall derive any real advantages from it. You 

• The surrender of General Burgoyne at Saratoga^ which took place 
on the 17th of October 1777. 
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will imagine in the midst of all this, how anxious 
we are to recieve a Letter from you. This moment 
an Epistle is brought to Pitt from William — ^We 
are aU made compleatly happy by finding that 
Papa has not suffer'd by his attendance and that all 
has gone on with so much Spirit. I don't under- 
stand either from your Letter or William's that 
Papa spoke, and yet I think that impossible. I 
find that Lord Camden is at Bath so we shall have 
the happiness of hearing more of what has past 
from him. I am glad that you did not stay any 
time in Town as without my Sister it coud not be 
so agreable to you. I am sorry for the Cause that 
prevented her from being of the Party. 

It is high time that I shoud thank you for your 
goodness in writing, which, tho' I do Late, I do 
most sincerely. I was infinitely obliged to you for 
your Letter, the contents of which woud have 
made me perfectly happy if there had not been 
something in the course of it that look'd like dis- 
pleasure on your part. I lament most truly this 
unfortunate circumstance, and the more, because 
till I hear from you again, I don't know what to 
rectify, as I am not conscious of having neglected 
anything that you have reccommended to me. 
May I beg the favor of you to explain to me more 
at Large in what I am deficient, or in what I have 
err'd, as I assure you I wish for nothing so much 
as that my Letters should contribute to your 
pleasiire and amusement, as I know it to be the 
only return I can make to you and Papa for your 
goodness to me ; and I protest I always have 
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endeavor'd to make them as much so, as my Genius 
will permit me. I beg you to present my Affection- 
ate Duty to Papa, with Love to William and Pam.— 
I am, Dear Mama, your Dut. Affec. Daughter, 

H. P. 
I have thought of Fop very often, so he is not 
quite so silly as you think him. 

Bath Crescent, Dec. 10th [1777]. 

I AM in hopes, my Dear Mother, of receiving a 
Letter from you to day, and shoud not therefore 
have begun writing to you before the coming in of 
the Post if my Aunt had not desired me to make 
some morning visits with her, and as we dine with 
Mr. Pitt at an earlier hour than usual, I thought 
I shoud not have so much time when I returnd 
from our visits as I shall have now, before we set 
out. I have not Learnt any thing new of the Last 
accounts from America, but we flatter ourselves 
we shall hear from you somewhat more of the 
matter, and of its consequences. I write in the full 
hope of being assured, before I come to a conclusion, 
that Papa has not the Least suffer'd from his 
attendance, and that you your self have not been 
the Least overcome by the bustle and hurry of 
your London expeditions. In this pleasing prospect, 
I for a moment quit the subject to tell you a Little 
of our Actions at Bath, tho', at the same time, I 
fear they will not make so capital a figure upon 
Paper as I wish. 

I have this moment received a Letter from 
William, from which we have the happiness to 
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Learn that every thing goes on well at Hayes. 
From what he says, I conclude you are at this 
moment in Town, in the expectation of a great 
day. It is the most provoking thing in the world 
that we cannot Learn with the smallest degree of 
accuracy what passes, or rather that we cannot 
have the Least Idea of it, as the accounts in the 
News-Papers are so miserably put together. The 
Last did such Little justice to the Eloquence of the 
Chief Orator that I think we have no reason to 
flatter ourselves the next debate will be more 
faithfully transmitted to us. We had a very 
crowded ball on Monday, and very indifferent 
dancing for that reason, tho' I had a good Partner, 
Mr. Browne. To night Mrs. Grenville sees Com- 
pany at home, and we shall have a commerce 
Party and 3 or four other Card Tables. May I 
trouble you with my Affectionate Duty to Papa 
and my Love to William with many thanks for 
his kind Letter, and believe me. Dear Mother, with 
a true sense of your Indulgence your most Dutiful 
Affectionate Daughter, H. Pitt. 

A kind remembrance to Mrs. Sparry. 

Bath Crescent, Dec. 13th [1777]. 

How shall I thank you, my Dear Mother, for 
your very kind Letter which gave me, from every 
reason, the most compleat satisfaction. I was 
indeed more obliged to you than I can express to 
you for writing to me so soon again, and giving me 
the preference to your two other correspondents. 
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My Aunt desired me to tell you how much she felt 
indebted to you for your Epistle which she received 
yesterday. She woud have wrote to you to day 
if my pen had not been employed. But as that 
is the case, she reserves her self for another oppor- 
tunity, and has charged me with a thousand Affec- 
tionate Compliments in which Mr. Grenville desires 
to join. 

Pitt has just received your Letter. You will not 
doubt a moment of the pleasure it gave us both. 
He regrets of all things that He is obliged to Leave 
to me the Expression of our happiness. But it was 
impossible for him to write him self as He was 
forced to go to a painter's that He had appointed at 
the very time that your Letter arrived. Our whole 
Family Circle are to be drawn at the Cheap price 
of five and Twenty Shillings. He takes Likenesses 
from Shades which he reduces to the Size of a 
miniature Picture, and then He finishes them in 
Water Colours. We have seen some of the strongest 
Likenesses possible done in this way, and really not 
unpleasing ones. I am to set to day too and I am 
afraid I shall be obliged to go soon. Therefore I 
flatter myself you will excuse the Badness of the 
hand and allow me immediately to resume the 
agreable topic that the account of Pitt's engage- 
ment has diverted me from. I really think with 
Lady Coventry that Papa's having been able to 
come forth upon every occasion that he has wishd 
to exert himself has been Providential. I made no 
doubt but the conversation about him here was 
another Edition of that in Town, but at the same 
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time I am not sorry to have it confirmd from you. 
Nothing can be so fortunate or so happy for us as 
his having held out till the adjournment, as the 
spirit and animation which has been shewn during 
the whole, and in the last Debate, cannot fail of 
making a strong impression upon the minds of every 
one during the recess. I hear Lady George Ger- 
maine and Lady Crosby are coming to Bath. I 
cannot help wishing that they may come soon. I 
am afraid it is just time for me to go and do pen- 
nance at the Painter's. But I must just mention 
to you that Fontaine, the Spa Dancing Master, is 
come to Bath and my Aunt woud wish to know 
whether you woud chuse that I shoud take some 
Lessons. I have been at the Cottillion Ball since I 
wrote to you and danced with Mr. Browne. We 
were at a Card Party at Mrs. Macartney's yesterday 
and to night we are engaged to a private Party 
at Mrs. Crepigny's whom I wish you coud see. 
The vulgarest fine Lady I ever beheld, so much 
the ton and so proud of her Country Hou^e at 
Camberwell.— I am. Dear Mama, your Dut. Daug., 

H. P. 

On the 7th of April 1778, Lord Chatham made his last 
dramatic appearance in the House of Lords. He died at 
Hayes on the 11th of May following. There are no 
letters from Lady Harriot during this year. Doubtless 
she spent most of her time with her mother in the country, 
but she must have been in London some time during the 
course of the season, as a letter from Mr. Pitt to Lady 
Chatham alludes to his sister's presentation at Court. 

' The Drawing Room has past as favorably as the Levee. 
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Harriot succeeded perfectly well, and King and Queen were 
gracious, though not I believe in any mark'd degree.' 

In February of the following year. Lady Harriot was 
evidently in the country, probably at Burton Pynsent 
with her mother, as in a letter to Lady Chatham, Mr. Pitt 
tells her that his sister's friends are clamouring for her 
arrival. Judging from the two following extracts from 
his letters, the first of which was probably written early 
in March, the second from Cambridge on the 28th of June, 
Lady Harriot appears to have been in London a good deal 
during the spring and summer of the year 1779. 

' James is gone with my sisters to the ball as a professed 
dancer, which stands in the place of an invitation ; a 
character which I do not assume, and have therefore stayed 
away.' 

' I left Lord and Lady Mahon and Harriot in town, not 
likely, I imagine, to quit it for some time.' 

But, although Lady Harriot must have written fre- 
quently to Lady Chatham during this visit to London, the 
following letter is the only one which has been preserved : 

Thursday, May ye i27th [1779?]. 

I CANNOT tell you, my Dearest Mother, the joy 
your kind letter to me afforded us all, and indeed 
I think I need not detain you with saying much 
upon that subject, as you will easily form to your- 
self an idea of our happiness in finding that the 
sequel of your journey was prosperous, and that 
besides you had been able to undertake an ex- 
pedition the day after your arrival at Burton. I 
am vastly happy that you found my Unkle better 
and hope very sincerely that he will have strength 
enough to effect a Bath journey and that he will 
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be able to remove thither, as you say he proposed, 
immediately after your visit. I flatter myself that 
it may be of use to him, and I own (if I may say so) 
I shall rejoice in it on your account, as you will 
always while you are such near neighbours be wish- 
ing to meet, and you may by that means be induced 
to pass more time at Butleigh than suits you. If 
he should remain there, I hope you will make your 
morning visits more frequent, and not take up your 
Quarters there, as it must be far from right for you 
to lose the advantage of your little Chaise, and be 
deprived of your morning occupations at Burton ; 
and besides in the Summer (which we have all the 
heat of at present) it will be impossible for you to 
stir out at Butleigh. I am glad you made the offer 
with regard to Primrose and hope the conclusion of 
the Negotiation upon the Subject will be his return 
to his old habitation, as I can not join in the 
Opinion of his spirits suiting me ever, or of his being 
the Proper sire, and I have a great deal too much 
respect and attachment to him to like to see him 
degraded to a Servant's Horse. I rejoice that the 
great Bajazet is so well ; but I own for my part I 
should imagine that he might gain much in his 
Paces by being well rid, and my Brother Chatham 
has promised to ride him to see in what he can be 
made more perfect ; so that if you approved of it, 
I should wish to have the pleasure of seeing him in 
London. I rejoice that the Dogs are in such good 
plight. When I come to Burton, I dare say Bangor 
will resume his Polite way of living. Now I have 
done with the Horses and Dogs, I will say a word 
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of ourselves. We are all quite well. In which all 
my Brother William is to be comprehended, as he 
arrived in Town yesterday morning from Cambridge 
to see James. He came in time for a good Ranelagh 
last night. We went there with the Townshends 
and Miss Mary Pelham. I believe the former are 
to go out of Town next week which I regret very 
much. However, we shall probably meet once or 
twice more before that time as we go to a Ball at 
Gloucester House on Saturday of which Party they 
are to be, and I believe the Miss Townshends will 
have another Ranelagh before they take their leave 
of London. We dined with Ld. Temple yesterday : 
quite a Family Party. He continues to look as well 
as when he first came to Town, notwithstanding his 
constant attendance at the Opera. He has been 
setting for his Picture to the man who is painting the 
great and melancholy scene in the House of Lds. 
and I am told that his likeness is most striking. 
We have seen the enamel at Dr. Addington's. The 
Design is beautiful. As to the correctness or merit 
of the execution I am no judge. My Brother 
Chatham is not I believe come back from Chevely, 
at least he was not retum'd at Dinner time to day. 
It will be particularly unfortunate if he does not 
come to night, as James must I fancy set out to 
morrow morning for Portsmouth. WiUiam means 
to leave us too, which I am vastly sorry for ; tho' 
I think he is much in the right to go back to 
Cambridge. The Party for Court is put off till 
Sunday next. I hear it is likely to be a very thin 
[Unfinished]. 
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The next six letters were written in November 
and December of the same year from Bath, where 
Lady Harriot was again the guest of her uncle Henry 
Grenville. 



Saturday [Bath, y. ' 1779] 

My dearest Mother, — I arrived here perfectly 
safe and well by four o'clock yesterday, but I met 
with a great disappointment with regard to the 
Chaise when I got to WeUs, as I found that a hired 
Chaise was sent for me instead of Mr. Grenville's 
own, which was owing to their not having had the 
thought to examine the Wheels in proper time. I 
own I was not a little angry at this carelessness, 
but it was of no consequence in the main, as it did 
not impede my prosperous journey. I was received 
I must say, as a very welcome Guest, and all 
promises to go on pleasantly ; Especially as I find 
that that report of a great Friendship subsisting 
again in a certain Quarter is not true, as the Ladies 
have been to her parties but once since the recon- 
ciliation, at least as far as I can find as yet. This 
I rejoice in, as a happy circumstance, and I know 
you wUl be very glad of it, as it makes it very easy 
for me to avoid going there above once or twice 
at most, or perhaps not at all. I am charged with 
a great many affectionate things from my Unkle 
and Aunt who desired me to tell you that they will 
do every thing that is agreable to me, which indeed 
I have just this moment experienced, as I desire to 
be excused dining at a Mrs. Crepigny's, a vulgar 
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low Woman, and not of the best of Characters, on 
thursday next, which Mrs. G. very willingly agreed 
to, and Louisa and I are to dine at home that day. 
You must not conclude from this that Mrs. G.'s 
company are of an improper style in the General, as 
it appears to me both from her private Party which 
she had last night, and from what Louisa tells me, 
that their acquaintance are more chosen than they 
used to be. The Party last night consisted of L<i 
and Lady Petre, Lady Langsdon, a Mrs. Smith 
a near relation of L^ Sefton's, Lady Dorothea 
Inglish and a Colonel Hamilton, an acquaintance of 
L^ Mahon's, and a Colonel Welsh who claim'd a 
relationship with me, and inquired very much after 
you. He said he remember'd having been at Hayes 
a great many years ago, and that he had seen some 
of us when you was in St. James Square. 

I was interrupted in my Letter by the arrival of 
the hair Dresser and I have been so long in under- 
going an entire Curling that I could not finish my 
Letter before Dinner. We are going this Evening 
to the Play. It is Measure for Measure and I 
hear there is a very good tragick Actress, so that 
I propose myself no small amusement to night. 
I sent to Lady Lucy as soon as I came, and Mrs. 
Trevor call'd upon me this morning, but I was 
dressing. She was not let in. Tomorrow Evening 
I shall go to her Circle, and part of the Evening to 
Mrs. Thynanton's a Welch Lady with whom my 
Friends the Miss Marshams are upon a visit. I find 
that there is a great probability of Mr. Pitt's coming 
to Bath. I fancy by Mrs. Pitt's account that his 
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health is some what better than when you heard 
from him : Mrs. Grenville says that all the Irish 
whom she met in her walks to day say that Ireland 
certainly will be contented with what is proposed 
for her, but that I think very doubtful. I hope you 
wiU excuse the unconnected style of this Letter and 
be assured that I have endeavor'd in this irregular 
manner to tell you all that I believe you will think 
worth hearing. I hope to be assured that you 
reach'd Burton Prosperously. I woud not let the 
Coachman tell you of the change in the Chaises. 
Adieu, my Dearest Mother. Kindest Love to Mrs. 
Fitzmaurice and Pam. — ^Yours Dutifully and Affec- 
tionately, H. Pitt. 

Lady Lucy and Mrs. Trevor are very well. 



Crescent, Saturday [1779]. 

My dearest Mother, — I should certainly have 
wrote to you yesterday but that I found upon 
inquiry that Friday is the only day in the week 
that the Post does not go out to Burton. I believe 
I need not take up much of your time by telling you 
how very welcome your last short Epistle was. I 
see your former one was dated from your Papers. 
I hope you wiU not entirely plunge your self into 
them, but for Fop and Juba's sake as well as 
another Person's that you will give some part of 
your time to morning Walks. I am afraid tho' 
that your weather will not admit of it just at 
present. We have had no thunder and lightning, 
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but rain without end till to day, which at last 
shines upon us. We have been at the Cottillon 
Ball since I wrote to you, but we escaped the 
Dress'd Ball last night, by Mrs. Grenville's not 
being able to accompany us. At the same time she 
is much better and we hope will be released from 
her confinement in two or three days. It has been 
very oppressive to her, as she has every evening 
had a Card Party. She has this evening ; but 
Louisa and I go to a great Assembly at Mrs, 
Hamilton's, where we are to meet all the fine fine 
of Bath. The Company is mending. L<i Plimouth 
is here, and L*! Cholmondeley expected in a few 
days. Our Society is as well composed as I think 
it can be at present, and I daresay it will improve 
now every day. We went to Wednesday's Concert 
with Lady Malpas, who is extremely obliging to 
me and very agreable and good humour'd. I met 
Lady Isabella Stanley there, who inquired very 
much after you ; and at the Cottillon Ball a Mrs. 
Masters desired to be introduced to me, and said 
she remember'd you at School. To morrow we 
go to Lady Lucy Stanhope's again, and to the Miss 
Marshams who are leaving Bath infinitely to my 
regret. I hear L"* Rivers and Miss Pitt are ex- 
pected here in a few days, and also L** and Lady 
Shrewsbury and Lord and Lady Gage. So that 
tho' some are leaving us, we have more coming. 
But as I am not much acquainted with the List of 
Comers, I had rather have kept our old Friends, 
Miss Marsham was of our set at the Cottillon Ball 
which was very pleasant, and Mrs, Smith, with 
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whom I dined, was our Chaperon. Mr. Grenville 
and Louisa dined that day with Mrs. Crepigny 
where they had a very elegant dinner with out any 
Napkins to wipe their hands with, and after Dinner 
was over Louisa was call upon for her Toast. You 
may imagine that I did not very greatly regret not 
being of the Party : More especially as Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith are very genteel People, and in the first 
Company. Her Brother IMi-. Harrington and Lady 
Broughton and Mr. Drax and his Little Girl made 
up the Party. We have seen a great deal of Mr. 
Drax lately. He dines with us to day which I am 
very glad of. I believe he is a very great Friend 
of Mr. J. Grenville's {not the Gentleman). He is 
vastly good humour'd and entertaining. He play'd 
with us last night at Commerce which I assure you 
I am just as unsuccessful at as I was at Burton ; 
but it is of little consequence as our play is not at 
all higher than yours, and Louisa and I only have 
play'd lately on account of Mrs. Grenville's staying 
at home. But from home we never play. It is a 
great pleasure to me to be able to tell you that 
Louisa's Ideas upon every thing are exactly what I 
should wish, and what you woud I think approve. 
We do not go to the Balls again till next thursday, 
and she seems to me really to like to stay at home. 
We are never at home to any body in the morning, 
which is very pleasant for there are so many people 
that call that it really woud be quite tiresome to 
recieve them all, and it woud not leave us a moment 
to ourselves. We have not as yet enjoyed much 
leisure tho', as my mornings have been very much 
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taken up by returning visits, but I hope to day 
will end them all. Certainly that report about 
Lady Camden must be without foundation ; for I 
have not heard a word more about it. We do 
not see any body here whose opinion one can the 
least depend upon with regard to Ireland. The 
Court party here say that L^ North's plan will 
certainly content them. The other Side says No. 
But I do not think there is any body here that 
knows much of the matter. Mrs. Macartney has 
made me a morning visit, which I shall return in 
the Evening as soon as Mrs. Grenville is able to go 
out. She has charged me with her most Affection- 
ate Compts. to you, and desired me to tell you that 
she woud have wrote, but that she has a blister 
upon one arm, and is going to have another upon 
the other arm. Which is indeed true. However, 
she keeps up her Spirits surprizingly, and I hope she 
will soon be well. Mr. Grenville desires his kindest 
Love. There is a pamphlet just come out, wrote by 
Tickle, which I intend to send you. I have not 
read it, but I believe from what I have heard of it 
that it is worth reading on account of its singular 
impertinence. I find there is a higgler that comes 
once a week from Langport here, and will be here 
next Tuesday, and return next Wednesday, and I 
propose sending it by him as a better way than by 
the stage, as it must then either go to Bridgewater 
or Taunton and you may have more trouble in 
getting it. I am glad you have had the pleasure of 
hearing from James, but I wish it had been quite 
in a former style. I conclude him gone. I have 
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not had time to write to any one but you since I 
came, but next week I reckon I shall be more at 
Liberty. I shall not shut up this till I return from 
my Peregrinations. I am now going to set forth.— 
I was not let in at any of my visits, so that I have 
learnt nothing. I have just this moment been 
reading the News Papers which gives an account 
of what has passed at Guildhall upon a subject 
most interesting to us, but it is so inaccurate that I 
cannot make out which is recieved and which 
rejected. I hope there will be a fuller account. 
Adieu, my Dear Mother. — Yours most Dutifully 
and Affectionately, H. P. 

Affectionate Compts. to Mrs. Fitzmaurice and 
kindest remembrance to Pam. 

In the two preceding letters Lady Harriot refers to the 
attempt made by Lord North to concihate Ireland. The 
troubles of England in America had been seized upon by 
the leaders of public opinion in Ireland as affording an 
excellent opportunity for obtaining the redress of Irish 
grievances. In the previous year a Bill had been carried 
in the English Parliament to remove some of the restric- 
tions upon Irish trade, but, owing to the opposition of the 
English manufacturers, its provisions were wholly in- 
adequate to satisfy the demands of the Irish people.^ 
Taught by the example of the Americans, the Irish leaders 
then proceeded to organise Associations the object of which 
was to prevent the purchase of English goods in Ireland.^ 

• ' Our oppressive partiality to two or three manufacturing towns in 
England has revolted the Irish.' See Horace Walpole's letter to Sir 
Horace Mann, 9th May 1799. 

^ ' When the people of Ireland found the session closed in England, 
and nothing substantial accomplished, they did not fold their arms in 
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At the same time they took advantage of the withdrawal 
of Enghsh troops from Ireland which had been rendered 
necessary by the exigencies of the American War to raise 
an army of volunteers. The Government, in view of the 
possibility of a French raid, felt obliged, though with con- 
siderable misgiving, to supply this force with arms. The 
volunteers professed themselves as ready to defend their 
country from foreign invasion, but towards England they 
adopted so pronounced a nationahst attitude that Lord 
North felt that it was no longer possible to resist the 
legitimate claims of Ireland.^ Towards the close of the 
year 1779, therefore, he introduced a Bill in the House of 
Commons to establish free trade between Ireland and 
England. This measure sailed ' through both Houses with 
favourable gales,' and it was generally hoped that its effect 
would be to restore harmony between the two countries. 
The Act was received with jubilation in Ireland, but Lady 
Harriot was right when she expressed her doubt as to 
whether Lord North's concessions would satisfy the Irish — 
for in the following year Mr. Grattan in the Irish Parlia- 
ment proposed a declaration of legislative independence. 

foolish despair. They were then taught, as distress will indeed effectu- 
ally teach any nation or individual, that their best dependence was on 
themselves. They had recourse to the policy which Swift had in vain 
advised half a century before. They not only used their own manufac- 
tures, but entered into a non-importation agreement of any whatever 
from England.' See Hardy's Memoirs of Lord Charlemont, vol. i. p. 389. 
' 'The scene is not mended, for another is opened. Ireland, taking 
advantage of the moment, and of forty thousand volunteers that they 
have in arms and regimented, has desired— that is, demanded— /j-ee 
trade. If we are not cured of our American visions at last, I hope we 
have learnt wisdom enough to perceive that prerogative is the weakest 
of all chimeras when opposed by free men in arms : it has cost us the 
diadem of the C^olonies, as it did Jumes ii. those of three kingdoms ; and 
therefore I trust we shall have more sense in Ireland.' See Horace 
\Valpole's letter to Sir Horace Mann, 31st October 1779. 
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Crescent, Tuesday [1779]. 

I AM sure my Dearest Mother, that it must be 
totally unnecessary for me to tell you how much 
pleasure your Letter of yesterday gave me, as you 
will easily imagine how happy I must be in thinking 
that my Letter in the least contributed to your 
amusement. What you mention with regard to 
James gives me the highest satisfaction, and I am 
not a little obUged to you for making use of your 
pen (after all its other Labours) in communicating 
this to me. I hope the Higgler will not disappoint 
me, as I wish much to send you this Pamphlet 
as every body talks of it, tho' every body blames it. 
This is not a very good recommendation I must 
own, but still I think you will not dislike to have 
it. I went yesterday to the Riding House and am 
going there this morning. I find it very pleasant, 
and I think that I shall gain more instruction here 
than at Emmersons, as there is a Mr. Burges who 
attends Louisa and I, partly as a Chaperon (as he 
is an Old man) and partly as a Master, as he is so 
good as to give us a great many instructions that 
I flatter myself I shall proffit much by. He is I 
believe a great Friend of Berenger's and Sir Sidney 
Meadows, so that you will imagine that he under- 
stands Horsemanship very well. Poor Louisa has 
got a Cold, so that she cannot venture to ride 
to day, which I am very sorry for. She is a little 
of a Coward, and has not rode often enough to 
be a very good Horsewoman, but her Figure is 
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remarkably pretty in a riding dress, and she looks 
vastly well upon her Horse. 

I will not fail to deliver your message to Lady 
Lucy and Mrs. Trevor when I see them again, which 
I don't think will be before next Sunday. We had 
a vast deal of PoUticks. There was a report this 
morning that almost all D'Estainge's Fleet was lost 
and himself sunk, but towards Evening it began to 
be suspected, and since I think it is almost entirely 
out of fashion. Lady Malpas was at Lady Lucy's. 
I wish you could see her. I am sure you would like 
her, she is so warm, and so spirited, and yet so 
guarded, which is more than all our Friends are. 
You woud have admired Mrs. Trevor's friendly 
zeal I am sure if you had heard her talk of the 
Duke of Chandos. She did not spare him indeed. 
It is said that this great man and his illustrious 
Consort are coming to grace these scenes ; But I 
am told they are totally undone. I am quite tired 
of hearing of People being undone, for I hear of 
nothing else of almost every body. We have had 
most intolerable rains, and to day even the Streets 
are quite wet, so that I must condescend to go in 
a Chair like an Invalide. Mrs. Grenville is almost 
well again, and free'd from her Cage. The matter 
has been more serious than Louisa and I thought ; 
for I find there was, at one time, great danger of its 
becoming a Carbuncle. But all apprehensions are 
now over and it only remains for her to undergo a 
little course of discipline which she is to begin to 
morrow, and which I fancy will interfere with her 
going to the Concert to morrow, in which case we 
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shall go with Lady Malpas. We did not attend the 
Dress'd Ball last night, but staid at home like 
Sober Ladies. We shall do the same to day. Mr. 
and Mrs. Grenville have their Whist Parties in 
which as you may imagine Louisa and I are not 
mix'd. I promised Col. Welch not to forget to 
present his most respectful Compts. to you, but I 
believe I omitted it in my last. He is not ashamed 
of his Relations. He tells me that Mr. Needham 
is coming down. We have seen Mr. and Mrs. Cecil 
since I wrote to you. He says he is very fond of 
dancing which Louisa and I were not sorry to hear 
as he wiU be a very good partner for us. I shall 
leave my Letter open tiU I return from the riding 
House that I may send you any news that I may 
pick up. Tho' this way has hitherto been so little 
advantageous that I have not much reason to con- 
tinue it. Pray tell Mrs. Fitzmaurice that Mrs. 
Foster says that S'^ Robert Dean must be a great 
Villain. I don't know whether she is acquainted 
with Mrs. Foster. She is a very agreable and a very 
good natured Woman. I have no news. All join 
in most Affectionate Compts. and many thanks for 
your soUicitude about Mrs. Grenville. — Ever yours 
most Dutifully and Affectionately, H. P. 



Crescent, Bath, Dec' ye 27th [1779]. 

Dear Mother, — Your letter just this moment 
received was doubly welcome, as I had imagined 
to myself that I shoud not have had the happiness 
of hearing from you to day, as I thought that the 
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fatigue of Church might disquahfy you from 
writing afterwards. How cordially your remem- 
brance of me was return'd I leave you to judge, 
but I much wish my Dearest Mother that the 
Christmas at Burton was more comfortable, and 
that the Influence of our Friend at the head of the 
treasury was not so disagreably felt. I wish'd 
much to have wrote to you both on Saturday, and 
yesterday, but the former day it was entirely im- 
possible as we did not return from Church till very 
late, owing to the numbers that received the 
Sacrament. I am glad it was so well attended at 
Curry [?] We have had true Christmas weather. 
I don't know that I ever felt it Colder, but we have 
had scarce any Snow as yet. The walking has of 
course been extremely pleasant, and I must confess 
that yesterday I coud not help availing myself 
of the opportunity of making a great many visits 
which I had upon my hands, and which I accord- 
ingly happily perform'd. We have a fresh im- 
portation first arrived from London. There is but 
two of them tho' I believe that we dancers shall 
consider as acquisitions, and they are S'' John 
Schaw and Mr. Yorke. The others I believe will 
not be the least so, but to satisfye your curiosity I 
think I must name them. John Wilks begins the 
list, as being the greatest Man in this Country, and 
then I believe I may name them 'promiscuously. 
L** Mulgrave, L<i Surrey, L"* Grantham, L<* Kelly 
and a Mr. White, a relation of Mr. Cecil's. Mrs. 
Cecil past the Evening with us on Saturday, and 
we were all very much pleased with her. Louisa 
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and I go with her to the Play on Tuesday. Last 
week has been quite a week of retirement with us, 
for we have only been to the Concert and to the 
Cottillon ball. But this will be a very busy one 
indeed, as there is no less than three balls, and a 
benefit Concert. I shall not dance tho' I think 
but at one. Friday's ball will be disagreable, for 
it is the Master of the Ceremonies Benefit at the 
Lower Rooms, and I am sure it will be so crowded 
that one shall not be able to stir. However it 
woud be taken ill if we did not make our appear- 
ance there, more especially as I have never been 
there yet. We went to Lady Lucy's last night. 
She and Mrs. Trevor inquired very kindly after you, 
but I am ashamed and Sorry to say that I forgot 
the Cat. Lady Malpas told me that she hears that 
there will be a change of Ministry after the Holidays. 
She believes it because she hopes it. I am sure I 
hope it, but I don't know whether to believe it. 
The firing of the Guns has not escaped some censure 
and has occasion'd not a few severe remarks. Mrs. 
Trevor is so glad that Wilks is come that she is 
more violent than ever. Lady Malpas told me that 
I was his toast yesterday. I hope you will be as 
much entertain'd with this as we have been. I 
think you seem to have a better opinion of the last 
news than we have. With regard to Spain I am a 
little in the dark, which I suppose is owing to my 
own Stupidity in not reading the News-Paper, which 
I believe you will think very pretty in a Lady who 
pretends to be a Politician. I am amazed that you 
have not heard from William. Lady Charlotte 
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must be the cause. I hope that in the interval 
of the Hollidays some happy Expedient may be 
thought of. Lady Malpas's news, if it shoud prove 
true, woud be I believe your best remedy. I 
understand that Parliament does not meet again 
till ye 24th. I have not heard from my Sister 
since I have been here, so I conclude her plan is 
still the same with regard to London. Mr. and Mrs. 
Grenville talk of removing about next Friday 
fortnight, which will be a fortnight later than my 
Sister. However for the wise reasons before 
settled, it will certainly be much better for me to 
make my journey with them, and besides I must 
confess that I find Bath very agreable. Mr. and 
Mrs. Grenville desire to return to you all the most 
Affectionate wishes of the Season, and all proper 
Compts. to Mrs. Fitzmaurice. Assure her I beg of 
my kindest Love, and believe me ever. Dear Mother, 
yours most Dutifully and Affectionately, 

H. Pitt. 

Is it not very odd that Mr. J. Grenville is not come 
yet? 

Crescent, Bath, Dec"^ ye 30th [1779]. 

My dearest Mother, — We are going this morn- 
ing to pay our Duty at the Court of Bath-Easton, 
which I have defer' d as long as I coud, and was 
indeed in hopes some how or other to have escaped : 
For I think, and I am sure you will agree with me, 
that a morning expedition of a ball night is not very 
pleasant for Ladies who are obliged to give some 
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time to their dress. It is indeed a very ridiculous 
fancy in Lady Miller not to receive a visit of any 
day but a Thursday. But however so it is, and 
I am obliged to subscribe to this Law as well as 
others, for as she has done me the Honor to visit 
me, I must return a Civility with which I am so 
much flattered. Mr. Grenville goes with us, and 
he has promised us, in consideration of a good deal 
of Company's dining here to day, to return about 
one o'clock. You will of course have some 
Curiosity to know our party, which consists of L^ 
and I<ady Petre, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil, Mr. Yorke, 
Sf Comwallis Maud, Lady Maud, and Miss Maud. 
We have a very good Cottillion Set to night, and 
the greatest part of our Dinner Company will go 
to ye ball with us. Lady Grimstone and Miss 
Monckton are the Ladies of our Set. Our Gentle- 
men, S' John Schaw, Mr. Glyn, Mr. Adamson, and 
Mr. Asgill, We were at the Concert Last Night 
with Lady Malpas. L* Cholmondeley was there. 
He intended to have stay'd here some little time, 
but he received an express last night which obliges 
him to go down into Cheshire to day to head the 
Association in that County of which he is L"* 
Lieutenant. I like Lady Malpas's Spirit. She 
says, if it was summer she woud go with him to 
help him, as she has a great many Friends there. 
Opposition is entirely united. The News from 
Ireland worse than ever. They talk of nothing 
short of their becoming entirely independent. This 
is very terrible indeed. Mrs. Grenville received a 
letter from the Dutchess of Beaufort yesterday, in 
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which she talks very much of our great Successes 
which entertain'd us all not a little. Lady Betty 
received my Letter. She makes an excuse in a 
letter to Louisa for not troubling me with an 
answer as she hoped to see me. She woud have 
been as well bred if she had. L'* Rivers is here. 
I saw him last night. He inquired very politely 
after you. I believe L<i North's kindness to you 
is pretty generally known, for Lady Malpas men- 
tion'd it to me. 

One of the purposes of these Associations as I 
understand is to enquire into the prodigious abuse 
of publick money, which may give some opening to 
our Friends to assist us. If times had been better, 
I shoud have proposed to you to have subscribed 
to Potter's Euripides for which I now see an 
Advertisement. But that, I am sure, is quite out 
of ye Question at present, and besides I hope you 
will have the advantage of getting it from Butleigh 
as soon as ever it comes out. I have at last ac- 
complished writing a long Letter to my Sister ; I 
must now I believe take my Leave of you, but not 
with out troubling you with my Kindest Compts. to 
Mrs. Fitzmaurice and Love to Pam. — ^Ever yours 
most Dutifully and Affectionately, H, P. 

I heard yesterday from Mrs, Price. She gives a 
good account of L** Camden. I forgot to tell you I 
receivd a letter from Stow yesterday. They have 
all had feverish Colds. Lady Temple has been 
confined 3 weeks, but is now better. They remove 
immediately after ye birth day. 
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At the close of the year 1779, although Lord North still 
commanded a considerable majority in the House of 
Commons, the Government, owing to the ill-success of the 
American War and the increased taxation which the pro- 
longed struggle entailed, were losing popularity in the 
country. This growing discontent enabled the Opposition 
to appeal direct to the people, and led to the formation of 
the Associations to which Lady Harriot refers in the pre- 
ceding letter. The object of the promoters of these 
Associations was not only to remove the ministry from 
office, but also to effect a reform of the existing Parlia- 
mentary system, without which it was felt that it would be 
impossible to correct the glaring abuses that enabled Lord 
North to carry on his Government. The first Association 
was formed in Yorkshire by Sir George Savile, and the 
example was quickly followed in many other counties, 
the country gentlemen everywhere taking the lead in their 
formation. 

Crescent, Bath 
[Dec. 1779 or Jan. 1780]. 

My dear Mother, — Louisa and I are just re- 
tum'd from Church. We dress early, as we dine 
to day with Mr. Drax, and therefore I have not time 
for a long Letter: But as I have the vanity to 
flatter myself that you will think a short one 
better than none I shall write till the Hair Dresser 
comes. We are engaged to night first to an 
Assembly at Lady Dorothy Inglishe's and after 
that to a ball at Mrs. Lewis's, which I fancy will 
not be unpleasant, as the People that generally 
belong to our Cottillion Set are all ask'd to it, and, 
as we mean to dance nothing but Cottillions, we 
shall have our own party just the same as at the 
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rooms. I don't know whether I told you that L* 
Grantham was here. He came up to me t'other 
night at the rooms, and in the most obliging manner 
in the world inquired after my Brother, and said 
a great many civillities upon his subject. L'^ 
Cholmondeley is gone. As we belongd to Lady 
Malpas's party, you will imagine he of course made 
some acquaintance with us during his short stay 
here. We met him once at the Concert and at the 
CottiUion Ball. We shewd our selves last night at 
Mr. Brereton's benefit, which was a very good one 
for him, but not a very pleasant ball. I did not 
intend to dance, but as L" Petre ask'd me, I 
changed my mind, partly out of civillity to him, and 
partly by way of honouring Mr. Brereton's ball, and 
I danced two country dances. We went with Lady 
Petre who has really always been vastly obliging 
to us. Mrs. Grenville woud not venture into so 
great a Crowd, but to night she is our Chaperon. 
L<i Cholmondeley brought down a report, which 
however I believe has no foundation, of L"* 
Temple's going over to the court. Tom has 
certainly got a troop in the light Horse, which 
perhaps may have created the Alarm. We were 
all indeed a little inclined to believe it, but Mr. 
Grenville received a letter from L<i Temple yester- 
day wrote in a style so contrary that we conclude 
it is not true that he has any intentions of going to 
Court. I must tell you now my Dearest Mother 
how much I am obhged to you for your very kind 
Letter. I have not time to answer it to day, but 
it will not be long before you receive another Letter 
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from me. Adieu. Kind Compts. to Mrs. Fitz- 
maurice. Love to Pam. — Ever my Dear Mother, 
your very Dutiful Affect. Daughter, H. P. 

I am sorry for Dr. Addington's Opinion of 
William. I hope to hear from him Every day. 

The year 1780 brought two bereavements to the Pitt 
family. Lady Mahon died on the 15th of July at the early 
age of twenty-five,^ and in the December following the news 
reached England of the death in the West Indies of James 
Pitt, Lord Chatham's youngest son, a promising sailor who 
had just been promoted to the rank of Post-Captain. 

Lady Hariot was in London this year more or less con- 
tinuously from February until June. In the early part of 
the year she seems to have stayed in Grafton Street with 
Lady Williams, and later on with Lady Mahon, whom she 
nursed during her illness. But, despite Lady Harriot's 
long absence from her mother, there appear to be only the 
three following letters belonging to this year : 

Harley Street, Tuesday 
[April 1780]. 

My dearest Mother, — I transmitted to 
Cambridge by ye last Post your letter to William, 
but, as I happen'd to open it by mistake, I had the 
pleasure to find that your anxiety was diminish'd. 
The account I can have the comfort to give you to 
day will lessen it more and more, as I do assure 
you she gains strength visibly every day ; and the 

' Lord Mahon in the course of the following year married Miss Louisa 
Grenville, the daughter of Henry Grenville, and consequently a first 
cousin of his former wife. Miss Grenville was a great friend of Lady 
Harriot's, and there are constant allusions to her in these letters. 
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only retardment to her going out is the badness of 
tlie weather which is by no means tempting to an 
InvaUd. I hope it will change soon. She is very 
desirous of being allowed to write to you, but as 
yet we think it better for her not. She desires 
me to give her most Affectionate Duty to you and 
to tell you how much she hopes you will not con- 
tinue your anxiety upon her Subject, and how much 
she feels your kindness. 

You will see by the News Papers an account of 
what has passed in the House, and I believe it will 
be as good as any I can give you as I have seen no 
one who was present at the Debate. I hear there 
is a report that Ld. North is to be made Earl of 
Kent, but I think that seems very improbable. 
The little ball at Mr. Pitt's turn'd out very pleasant 
and was not of a fatiguing sort, as we left off 
dancing at twelve o'clock. I was at a fete last night 
given by the great Monsieur Texier at the Opera 
House, which was one of the most extraordinary 
ones that perhaps ever was, being in point of 
Scenery and Decoration very inferior to Sadlers 
Wells or a common Puppet Show. We were not 
a little disappointed, and dissatisfied as you may 
imagine, all the World having imagined some thing 
very fine. I went with Mrs. Boonne and I think I 
never saw the Opera House more crowded or with 
better Company which made it still more im- 
pertinent in Texier to treat us with so curious an 
amusement. It ended in a general Ball, but, as the 
Confusion was not little, I did not think it so well 
to dance. I stay at home quietly this evening 
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and I believe I shall do the same to morrow evening. 
On Thursday I propose going to Almack and on 
Saturday I am engaged to a private Party at Lady 
St. John's. She has been extremely civil to me 
and has offer'd to be my Chaperon at any time. 
Mr. and Mrs. Grenville do not go out of Town till 
next Monday. They may perhaps defer it again 
tho', for I think when ever they do go, it will not be 
without casting a longing, lingering look behind. 
Adieu, my Dear Mother, and be assured how much 
I am ever yours most Dutifully and Affectionately, 

H. P. 

Love to Mrs. Fitzmaurice and Pam. Pray tell 
the former that Miss Lyttleton has been so good as 
to pass an evening with me. 

Hahley Street^ Tuesday 
[18 April, 1780]. 

My deabest Mother, — I received your kind 
letter yesterday, and. flatter myself from the style 
of it that you are pretty well at ease about my 
Sister. I can have the pleasure of confirming to 
you more, and more, the good accounts of her, as 
she certainly gains strength daily. So much so, 
that we talk of removing to Hayes in three or four 
days. You will have had the satisfaction of hearing 
of Lady Stanhope by her own pen, so that it is 
unecessary for me to say any thing of her ; but you 
judged perfectly right that she was well, as her 
being otherwise was certainly not a circumstance I 
should have pass'd over in silence. Poor Mrs. Hood 
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has had an unlucky accident, having scalded her 
instep a few days ago. It is now better, but it has 
been very troublesome to her and has entirely 
confined her to her room. I assure you with regard 
to Texier's Fete I had not only numbers to keep me 
in Coimtenance, but every body of the first Rank 
and Character, which you will allow is some consola- 
tion at least, tho' perhaps it might have been as 
well not to have attended it. Who Lady St. John 
was I do not know, but I think she was some City 
Fortune. She is now a Widow and has four 
Daughters and two Sons. There is very little news 
as present. I think America seems to be quite 
forgot. We had not heard from my Brother 
Chatham, so you may imagine how happy we were 
to learn some tidings of him : Since he must go, I 
am glad he is at last sail'd, for being kept at Cork 
was only losing time in a most unpleasant manner.^ 
There was a report yesterday that de Grey 
wotJd resign, but how true it is I do not know. 
The only wonderful thing is, I think, that the whole 
Gang do not resign. I have not lately been in the 
way of learning any Politickal Ideas, which one 
does not much hear of at Assemblies, etc., and 
indeed since Saturday I have not seen any body as 
I have not been out. All I know is, that in ye 
General the business of Associations and Committees 
seems to go on quite charmingly, that is with a great 
deal of Spirit. William returns to my great joy 
this Evening. I have only postponed speaking 

' Lord Chatham had gone with his regiment to Gibraltar, where he 
served as a subaltern throughout the siege. 
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upon the enclosed Paper till I could give the joint 
Opinion of us all. Tho' what it must be upon such 
an Intention and such a subject, you will easily 
guess. 

Tuesday Evening. 

WiUiam is not returned and does not come till 
to morrow, so that I cannot give you his Opinion, 
but I cannot help giving you my own, which is that 
the inscription is a very fine one, and, as it naturally 
must be, very Pathetick.^ 

I have seen Mrs. Hood this Evening, who had 
received a letter by the Post of yesterday from 
Mrs. Fitzmaurice. I am sorry to find that you 
are to lose her agreable Society. Pray make my 
kindest love and tell her how much I am mortified 
at the thoughts of not finding her at Burton when 
I return to you. My Sister desires me to tell you 
that she counts the days till she may be allowed to 
write to you, which however she trusts will be very 
soon. In the mean time she desires her most 
Affectionate Duty. William in ye few hasty lines I 
received from him to night bids me tell you how 
mortified he is that he has not been able to write 
to you since he has been at Cambridge. I will 
witness for him that it was his entire intention to 

1 Lady Harriot no doubt refers to the inscription which her mother 
had composed to place upon the pedestal of the marble urn that she had 
had erected to the memory of Lord Chatham in the grounds at Burton 
Pynsent. The inscription is referred to with approval by Mr. Pitt in a 
letter written to Lady Chatham two days later. This letter is printed 
in Lord Stanhope's lAfe of William Pitt, vol. i. p. 39. The inscription is 
set out at length in The Correspondence of Earl of Chatham, vol. iv. p. 631. 
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do so when he went there ; but of course he must 
have a great deal of Business. I hear for certain 
that the French Fleet consisting of 18 Sail, mostly 
I believe of the Line, are at present in ye Channel, 
and that they have been seen off Phmouth. 
Walsingham is put back into Harbour, and Admiral 
Greaves is also at Plimouth. These are not 
auspicious beginnings for us. Adieu my Dr. 
Mother.— Ever yours most Dutifully and Affection- 
ately, H. Pitt. 

Kind love to Pam. 

Harley Street, 
May ye 29th [1780]. 

I SHOULD have wrote to you, my D'' mother, by 
ye last Post, but that William told me he intended 
to have that pleasure himself. I need not teU you 
with what happiness we met after his Burton 
Visit, nor how extremely happy I was made by 
finding that he had left you upon the whole pretty 
well. I feel too much your goodness to me to be 
able to pass over in silence how greatly I feel 
obliged to you for consiilting so much my advantage 
and allowing me to stay so long in Town. My 
Sister arrived yesterday and bore a drive in ye 
hottest day imaginable without suffering from it 
in ye least. We have been engaged this morning 
in your Business, and have chose two lute strings 
and two chintzs that I hope will suit you. I have 
bought one for myself not quite so grave a sort 
which is remarkably pretty. Mrs. Pitt call'd upon 
us this morning and I find they propose taking up 
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their Quarters at Hayes very soon. I believe they 
are impatient to get out of Town in this hot weather. 
It is lucky that my Sister bears heat as well (as you 
know she does) and I think she does not even now 
suffer from it. There is a ball to night at Gloucester 
House. I must make my Curtsey there, but more 
than that in this hot weather I shall not attempt. 
Mrs. Hood tells me that Genr. Vaughan who was on 
board the Greyhound commends James of all 
things, and the next news we may hope to hear of 
him is of his Promotion. Sir George Rodney's 
letter in the state it has been given to ye world 
has given great offence. The Neglect of Duty 
implied by it in general upon all his Officers is not 
well received.^ Lady St. John's Brother, ye Captain 
of ye Intrepid is kill'd and his Ship must of course 
have been very closely engaged, as he was kill'd by 
a musquet shot aim'd at him, and his two Lieu- 
tenants who took ye command successively, in the 
same manner. Who the Capts. are that are put 
in Arrest I do not know, but I suppose that will 
be known soon. I cannot help rejoicing in my 
Brother's being still in ye Greyhound, as the use of 
Frigates I am told in an engagement of ye line of 
Battle is only to repeat signals. Before the next 
action will probably happen there is no likelyhood 
of his quitting ye Greyhound, which is a very con- 
soling circumstance. Ld. Mahon has been down to 

' The allusion in this letter is to the indecisive action in the West 
Indies fought by Rodney against the French under de Guichen. Rodney 
maintained that he would have utterly defeated the enemy had he been 
better supported by some of his captains. 
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Buckinghamshire to ye meeting. All that pass'd 
there I have not had time to learn, but I believe 
in ye general that Ld. Mahon's speech was very 
well received. Lady Temple has taken a house at 
Tunbridge as Ld, Temple is quartered there. I do 
not think it quite impossible that my Sister may 
be order'd there, but that is mere conjecture. She 
desires her kindest love to you and will have the 
pleasure of writing very soon, but at present she has 
too much business. Love to Pam. — Ever my Dr. 
Mother, yours most Dutifully and Affec. 

H. P. 

On the 1st of September 1780, Parliament was suddenly 
dissolved. The General Election which followed proved 
that the influence of the King was still strong enough to 
maintain Lord North's Government in power. At the 
General Election Mr. Pitt was one of the candidates for 
the University of Cambridge which then returned two 
members, but he was the last on the poll. His entry into 
Parliament, however, was not long delayed, as in the month 
of November in the same year he accepted an offer made 
to him by Sir James Lowther, to become the representative 
of the pocket borough of Appleby.^ The election took 

1 In a letter to Lady Chatham Mr. Pitt states, when referring to his 
acceptance of Sir James Lowther's offer, ' No kind of condition was 
mentioned, but that if ever our lines of conduct should become opposite, 
I should give him an opportunity of choosing another person. On such 
liberal terms I could certainly not hesitate to accept the proposal, than 
which nothing could be in any respect more agreeable. Appleby is the 
place I am to represent, and the election will be made (probably in a 
week or ten days) without my having any trouble, or even visiting my 
constituents.' The election was delayed a little because 'Sir James 
Lowther was to settle an election at Haslemere before he went into the 
North.' 
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place in December, and Mr. Pitt took his seat in the House 
of Commons on the 23rd of January 1781 — a date which, 
as Lord Stanhope points out, ' marks both the commence- 
ment and the close of his public life, for it was on the 
anniversary of the same day that he died.' ^ 

During the course of his first session, Mr. Pitt made three 
important speeches, to the second and third of which, 
delivered respectively on the 31st of May and the 12th of 
June, the following letters from Lady Harriot probably 
refer. In the first of the speeches to which Lady Harriot 
alludes Mr. Pitt supported Colonel Barry's proposal that 
the Commissioners who supervised the public accounts 
should be members of the House of Commons ; in the 
second, he intervened in a debate on the motion of Mr. Fox 
for the conclusion of peace with the American colonies, 
and took the opportunity of denying that Lord Chatham 
had approved of the war, and of explaining his own 
detestation of it. 

Friday, Eleven o'clock, 
[1 June 1781]. 

My dearest Mother, — I am sure you will be 
happy to hear that our young Orator has again 
signaUsed himself. He made a speech last night in 
which, it should seem by all I heard of it, that he 
has outdone his own out doings. The Room at 
Gloucester House rung with his commendations 
and I received in great state in my Large Hoop ye 
congratulations of ye greatest part of ye Company, 
which I did not dislike very much as you will 
imagine. Mr. Townshend was not present at ye 
speech as he had return'd from ye House early, 

' See Lord Stanhope's Life of Pitt, vol. i. p. 49. 
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concluding all was over, and I think I never saw 
any one so mortified. He desires to make his best 
respects and congratulations, tho' he says he is 
almost ashamed of your hearing his name when you 
will know at ye same time that he was not where 
he ought to have been. 

Yesterday was a very prosperous day. I got 
thro' ye fatigue of ye Drawing Room perfectly well. 
Dress universally approved. Mrs. Townshend says 
Ld. Jersey pronounced a very, very fine figure 
indeed. This is rather two impudent for me to set 
down in black and white but as you do not drop 
your letters about as some other People do I think 
I may leave it, and proceed to tell you (what by 
this time you will be impatient to know) that our 
reception was very gracious. The Queen ask'd 
me some questions about being in Town and so 
forth and then ask'd after you. But ye King was 
very very gracious indeed, talked to [me] a great 
deal about you quite in a kind manner. Lady 
Augusta Fane said to me that she was sure ye King 
was smitten or we could not have had so long a 
flirtation. 

I went to Ranalagh ye night before last as I had 
intended having got dressed in ten minutes after I 
came home. The House of Commons was up and 
we found it a good Ranalagh. To day I dine with 
Lady Midleton and in ye evening I go to Vauxhall 
with Lady St John. William, Mr. St. John, Mr. 
Wilberforce and Mr. Eliot are to attend us, so we 
count upon a prosperous Party. I am now going to 
rejoice with ye Gentleman at Lincoln's inn, so 
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adieu, my Dr. mother, and believe me most Affectly. 
and Dutifully, H. Pitt. 

[13 June 1781]. 

My dearest Mother, — I am very much obliged 
to you for your very, very kind letter. I cannot say 
ye Vauxhall party was as propitious as ye Evening, 
for ye House of Commons set late and prevented us 
from having William or any of his House of Commons 
Friends of ye Party. To night I fancy I shall have 
a good Ranalagh. I go with Lady Monson who has 
been very civil to me and always desires her best 
Compliments to you, which I have hitherto been 
graceless enough to omit. It is probable that I 
shall go to Ranalagh again on Friday with Lady 
Monson, and on Saturday Ld. Mahon and Louisa 
think of going to Richmond. William is to be of 
ye Party and I believe some of his House of 
Commons Friends, but that I believe they have not 
yet absolutely determined upon. This is at present 
as far as I can look in to ye futurity of engagements. 
I was going to write to you when I recieved your 
kind letter ; both to inform you of what has been 
passing in ye world of Pleasure and also that of 
Politicks. Of the latter, I can give but an im- 
perfect account, but such as it is, it will I am sure 
be welcome. Ld. Mahon told me last night that 
William had spoke still better than ever upon the 
Question then before ye House upon ye American 
War. Mr. Rigby thought fit to say that my Father, 
Ld. Camden and some of the others of Opposition 
had been ye cause of ye war. And Ld. Mahon told 
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me that William spoke most divinely upon that 
subject in return. Mr. Pratt ^ spoke for the first 
time and acquitted himself but indifferently. More 
particulars of ye Debate I cannot give you, and 
these I received from Ld. Mahon between one or 
two o'clock in ye morning for we waited supper 
for him till near that time. I dine there to day 
and pass ye evening with Lady Monson before 
Ranalagh. I have not seen William these two or 
three days. I wish he woiild have call'd to day 
as then I could have told you more of what pass'd 
in ye house. 

My Brother Chatham intended to have made 
you a visit to day, but late hours last night and an 
Engagement to dinner to day has prevented him. 
You know I believe that his Friend ye Duke is in 
Town, and yesterday I assure you found himself 
equal to ye great exertion of going down to ye 
House of Commons to hear ye Debate. 
[Unfinished]. 

A gap now occurs in Lady Harriot's correspondence, for 
there are no more letters until the spring of 1783. During 
these two years Lady Harriot probably spent almost all 
her thne with her mother in the country, but, to judge 
from references to her contained in Mr. Pitt's letters to 
Lady Chatham, it is clear that she must have paid 
occasional visits to London, and it is unfortunate that 
none of her letters written at this time have been preserved. 
For during these two years political events moved rapidly, 
and the official career of Mr. Pitt began. 

Lord North's Government resigned office m March 1782, 
• Lord Camden's son. 
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and was succeeded by a Whig administration under the 
nominal leadership of Lord Rockingham, but of which 
Mr. Fox, who held the office of Secretary of State, was the 
guiding spirit. 

Upon the death of Lord Rockingham on the 1st of July 
in the same year, the King called upon Lord Shelburne to 
form a Government. Lord Shelburne accepted the task, 
whereupon Mr. Fox, whose relations with him had for some 
time been extremely unfriendly, promptly resigned office, 
and was accompanied into retirement by Lord John 
Cavendish, the Duke of Portland, Mr. Burke, Mr. Sheridan, 
and other of the Whigs. In spite of these resignations. 
Lord Shelburne had little difficulty in forming a Cabinet 
in which Mr. Pitt accepted the important office of Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. By the following January the new 
Government had succeeded in arranging preliminaries of 
peace with the American colonists and also with the French. 
Lord Shelburne had not succeeded, however, in coming to 
terms either with Lord North or Mr. Fox, each of whom 
commanded a large following in the House of Commons, 
and it was evident that the days of his Government 
were numbered. After a short recess for the Christmas 
holidays Parliament met on the 21st of January. On 
the 14th of February Mr. Fox and Lord North agreed to 
bury their past differences and formed an alliance on the 
basis of ' mutual good-will and confidence.' Three days 
later this 'unnatural alliance' defeated the Government 
in the House of Commons upon an Address to the King 
with regard to the preliminaries of peace, and on the 21st 
of February carried a direct vote of censure by 207 votes 
to 190. On the 24th of the same month Lord Shelburne 
himself retired, but the other ministers, including Mr. Pitt, 
remained in office until the end of March. 

This curious state of things was due to the King's intense 
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dislike of Mr. Fox and to his determination not to entrust 
the government of the country to him. George iii.'s 
efforts, however, to escape from that which he described as 
' the most daring and unprincipled faction that the annals 
of this kingdom ever produced ' proved unavailing, for, 
after he had failed to induce Mr. Pitt to form an ad- 
ministration, there was really no other statesman who 
could possibly hope to command the confidence of the 
House of Commons, and the King was obliged, therefore, 
though with a very ill grace, to accept Lord North and Mr. 
Fox as his ministers, under the nominal leadership of the 
Duke of Portland. 

It is doubtful whether Lady Harriot was in London at 
all during the summer of 1782, but, if she were, it is clear 
from references to her contained in Mr. Pitt's letters to 
Lady Chatham that she had gone back to Burton Pynsent 
before the Shelburne Cabinet took office,^ and she does not 
appear to have returned to London until some time in the 
month of April 1783, that is to say, not until after her 
brother had ceased to be a minister of the Crown. ^ 

During the spring and summer of 1783 Lady Harriot 
made her home with her eldest brother in a house which 

' In a letter dated the 1st of July Mr. Pitt alludes with pleasure to a 
favourable report with regard to Lady Harriot's health, which apparently 
had not been good, and in a subsequent letter, dated the 31st of the 
same month, he refers to some matter for which his patronage had been 
invoked by his sister on behalf of some friend. Apparently Lady 
Harriot had had some misgivings about worrying her brother upon 
such a subject, for Mr. Pitt sends a special message to reassure her : 
' Harriot's request, or rather her neighbour's (for I certainly do not 
charge Harriot with being too pressing a solicitor), is, I am afraid, of 
a sort which I cannot much forward ; but I will consider whether I can 
do anything, and let her know. In the meantime she may be perfectly 
assured that I am not yet tired of being asked as to take it very ill of 
her to have been the channel of it.' 

' Mr. Pitt resigned the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
31st of March. 
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he had taken in Savile Street. Lord Chatham at this 
date was making up his mind to propose to Miss Mary 
EHzabeth Townshend, the daughter of Lord Sydney, 
who had been one of the Secretaries of State in Lord 
Shelburne's Cabinet, and had received a peerage when 
the Government went out of office, and there are many 
references to the progress of his courtship in Lady Harriot's 
letters.^ It was not until June that the marriage was 
finally arranged, and by that time Lady Harriot was more 
occupied with her own love affair than with her brother's. 
The season was a gay one, for, with the virtual conclusion 
of the war and the establishment of an apparently strong 
government in power, society soon ceased to worry itself 
about the terms of peace or the composition of cabinets, 
and returned with renewed zest to its ordinary amuse- 
ments. 

Savile Street, Monday 
[2] April 1783]. 

I BEGIN writing, my Dear Mother, really without 
having anything at all worth saying, and merely 
for ye sake of indulging myself. I pass'd yesterday 
with our friends in Albemarle Street, as I shall also 
do to day. We took an airing yesterday morning 
upon ye King's road, ye Gardens and Park being 
voted in our Prudent society too Mobbing a busi- 

1 Lord Chatham's tactics in love-making were as dilatory as in most 
other matters. In June of the previous year Mr. Pitt had written to his 
mother as if a match between his brother and ' the beauty in Albemarle 
Street ' (Miss Townshend) were an assured thing. But the affair dragged 
on for another year, and in a letter written to Lady Chatham on the 
15th of May 178.3 Mr. Pitt writes: 'The scene in Albemarle Street has 
been carried on from day to day till it is full time it should end. I 
rather hope it will be happily completed very soon, though it has lasted 
so long already that it may still last longer than seems likely.' 
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ness upon a fine Easter Sunday. This morning has 
open'd with a smart Shower which will probably 
prevent walking this morning, and indeed I am 
not clear that Easter Monday is at all better for 
that scheme than Easter Sunday. I was successful 
yesterday in getting a Place in May Fair Chapel to 
hear ye Bishop of Chester, who is indeed very fine. 
His Voice is a good deal like William's. I think 
you will be surprised, if I say after that, that I 
prefer ye Bishop of Peterborough, but I own I do— 
I saw Miss Grenville at ye Chapel and call'd upon 
her and Lady WiUiams in ye evening. The latter 
Looks ill and seem'd compleatly out of humour, 
very much in ye style you know, and very full of 
impertinent troublesome Questions about every 
thing and every body. They are going to Isleworth 
to ye Dow^ Lady Williams for some days. Lady 
Williams says she is better and seems to think that 
ye Country air will set her up again very soon. I 
assure you I made a handsome long visit notwith- 
standing People's dispositions. We were pretty 
much ye usual Party in Albemarle Street with ye 
Addition of Miss Robinson. L<i Sydney went to 
Frognal yesterday morning : Comes back in a day 
or two I fancy. He seems bent upon an early 
retreat from ye bustle of London which he talks 
of in ye beginning or Middle of May, rather to 
Georgiana's regret, who anticipates ye loss of 
several good Ranelaghs. I am really very anxious 
about her just at present. The shaking of her head 
is become certainly much worse and has been taken 
notice of by a great Many of her Family that are 
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not in ye constant habit of seeing her. L'^ and 
Lady Sydney are both very much distress'd about 
it, but I am afraid they will not treat it in a right 
style, as I think under ye Idea that it may be 
trick they will say too strong things to her upon it. 
Lady Sydney talk'd to me a great deal about it ye 
day before yesterday and I think what I said to 
her about it made some impression upon her as she 
seem'd very attentive to Georgiana and very good 
humour' d to her Yesterday, and I hope that 
Georgiana wiU do all that is right on her Part in ye 
way of getting up in ye morning, being ready for 
dinner, etc., and that they will be upon a more 
Comfortable footing together. Lady Sydney is 
determined to consult Heberden upon it immedi- 
ately which I think perfectly right and necessary. 
I hope you will have ye goodness to consider this 
part of my dispatch as absolutely Private, as well 
as what I observed of ye pleasant disposition of ye 
Lady in St James Square, which indeed I think you 
woud hardly be tempted to communicate to your 
Companion. Lady Courtown said last night that 
LI Northington is certainly L*^ Lieutenant. Her 
authority is good. I hope Mrs. Stapleton's Friend 
Lady Bridget will go to help him to do ye Honors to 
his Irish. Pray tell Mrs. Stapleton that I did some 
right things yesterday besides hearing ye Bishop of 
Chester, as I call'd upon Lady Tynte whom I had 
not ye good fortune to find at home, but I hear she 
is better. I did not think it necessary for me to 
make my Appearance at St James to day, as L^ 
Sydney does not mean ye Miss Townshend shoud 
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go upon this occasion. Lady Sydney goes ye next 
time. It is rather lucky for me not to be obhged 
to go as I have no suitable Apparel and I shoud 
grudge my self extremely a new Gown merely for 
one day. I go to ye exhibition to morrow with 
Mrs. Stewart which is rather an act of Friendship 
with me as I have been once and know it by no 
means worth seeing. I am ask'd to take a Family 
Dinner with them afterwards. I have been Livins 
with ye Clarendons these two or three days. I went 
to ye Play with them ye day before yesterday and 
arrivd by their Favor at seeing Mrs. Siddons in 
Jane Shore at Last. Yesterday Evening We went 
to Ranalagh together. The Stamfords were added 
to our Party which was much too Large and per- 
fectly dull of Course. The Sight-Seeing Party with 
ye St. Johns, which I mentiond to you in my Last 
Letter was in agitation, succeeded exceedingly well 
and took place yesterday morning. Mr. Powis of 
Northamptonshire and S'' John Trevylyan were our 
Gentlemen Chaperons. The Giant was ye original 
Object of ye Party but we extended our design to 
two Exhibitions and finish'd by Dwarf seeing. 
The Dwarf is really very entertaining and clever. 
He entertain'd us with telling us his Wife was just 
brought to bed (Tune fille and said very archly 
eh mesdames Taime les Filles. I cannot say we 
were so well amused with ' ye Monster Polypheme ' 
who is more Horrid than any thing you can conceive. 
I am engaged I believe to morrow Evening to a 
Ranalagh with ye St Johns. Monday I go to 
Marbro' House. I think we shall not go to Hayes 
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on Sunday, as my Brother seems to think it rather 
awkward, but we may perhaps go still, as you know 
he is not very soon decided, I have been very 
compleatly rewarded indeed for getting ye Coalition 
Pamphlet. I own I do not guess your Guess, but I 
don't think it is not fair to tell one, one has a guess 
without helping one a Little to find out. You will 
see in ye news Papers all ye arrangements of Park- 
Ranger, Gold Stick, etc., which I suppose gives 
great pleasure to ye Parties concern'd. Pray tell 
Mrs. Stapleton that ye famous Mr. Faulconer is 
at last going to he married to Lady Jemima 
Asburnham. Lord Ashburnham gave his Consent 
yesterday which I am afraid Lady Jemima wiU 
some day or other heartily repent. I shall leave 
off now not for want of time but want of further 
occurrencies at present. Your talk of encouraging 
your hopes of rain, so that notwithstanding Little 
Chaise I am bound to hope you have had some good 
Showers. — Adieu My Dearest Mother and believe 
nie ever most Dutifully and affectionately yours 

H. Pitt. 

Savile Street, Thursday Morning 
[1 May 1783]. 

My Dearest Mother, — ^Your comfortable long 
Letter was indeed a very great Treat to me yester- 
day evening. I received it upon my return to 
Town from Hayes where my Brother and I dined. 
We went and return' d in ye open Chaise which 
we found exceedingly pleasant. Hayes is just now 
in glory, and I think my Brother enjoyed very much 
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ye contemplating his Pretty Place, and thinking 
ot ye Pretty Lady he means to give it. I shoud 
have enjoyed ye ' Rural Beauties ' and ye whole 
ot my day much more, if I had not found Poor Pam 
so very dejected and uncomfortable upon ye idea 
of movmg. I believe she had partly entertain'd a 
hope that she shoud not be obhged to quit her 
present Quarters, but you know how difficult it is 
to hit upon any thing that does not some how or 
other wound her mind, and I really beMeve that 
if she remain'd at Hayes she woud not be comfort- 
able there with a change of Servants and Family. 
My Brother was very kind and good to her and she 
felt his manner as such, and was very glad to see 
us. I shall go and see her again soon, and stop and 
look at her Lodgings. I made her Promise me in 
a sort of a manner to take her bed, but I don't 
know whether she will or not. I really was ex- 
tremely vex'd to see her so unhappy and I wanted 
a good long Letter from Burton to put me in 
Spirits again. I only hope that your goodness to 
me in making it so long and pleasant did not fatigue 
you too much— I had wrote so far before breakfast. 
Mr. ^Vilberforce call'd upon us to get a Ticket for 
ye Dutchess's to night which circumstance rather 
prolong'd our breakfast. William is gone out to ride 
as usual, then to ye House of Commons, and in ye 
evening will I hope join ye rest of ye Family Party 
en Domino. It is really a ridiculous circumstance 
enough that We in Town shoud never have heard 
this Pamphlet of yours talk'd of. I believe ye 
administration being likely to retire just at present 
70 



LADY HARRIOT ELIOT 

is about as true as Mrs. Siddons having done so. 
She acted last night, at least I saw her name 
advertized in ye character of Jane Shore. I am 
very sorry that I did not say any thing handsome 
upon ye subject of your Galantine especially as 
you have taken ye resolution of sending it back to 
which perhaps my silence has been aiding and 
abetting. I assure you I think ye execution very 
good and ye difference of ye colour in ye leaves not 
of consequence enough to make an alteration at all 
necessary. I have communicated ye Dr.'s Opinion 
to my Brother to ye Country Part of which he does 
not say much, and I rather think that he will not 
be tempted to Leave London yet. I think he seems 
better and very willing to take a dining at Hayes 
very often. Lady Sydney proposes a cold dinner 
at Frognal on Sunday which as you may imagine 
was readily accepted by those to whom she men- 
tioned it. It just comes in ye way of a Sunday 
musical party at Miss Vanneck's which however 
I am very well disposed to give up. Miss Mary 
Townshend and I have been out together this 
morning making my visits. I was let in at Mrs. 
Leveson's. She inquired very much after you. 
Mrs. Boscawen is very well. You are exceedingly 
kind in thinking of ye early retreat to Frognall 
with a view to me. I much doubt its taking place 
as soon as L*! Sydney says. I really don't know 
whether my Brother Chatham means to continue 
his House but I fancy he does. If he shoud I shall 
come off pretty well in ye article of Chaperonage 
even when Lady Sydney goes, as Lady St. John is 
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coming to Town to stay, and seems exceedingly 
well disposed towards me, and has already settled 
a Ranalagh and an Opera with me. Louisa too 
will always be left till Parliament is up when I 
think it will be high time to finish my Carreer, I 
hope William will bring me down to you and him- 
self, for some time for your sake, not that I mean to 
put my own sake quite out of ye question, but I 
shall have had a much greater share of him than I 
could have expected. He desired me just now to 
tell you that he meant to write very soon, perhaps 
this very evening if he return'd time enough from 
ye House of Commons which is to day upon S'' 
Thomas Rumbold.^ I have just heard of Pam by 
William's return. She is I fancy much ye same. 
I have not mention'd to you that your Letter 
seem'd to have been a great Comfort to her. Poor 
Georgiana is in her bed this morning, and I am 
afraid will not be able to go to Bolton House. All 
my Conversation which I had flatter'd myself had 
produced a good effect did not make any lasting 
impression. Lady Sydney has not consulted any 
of ye Medical People and ye Complaint remains 
exactly were it was, and every thing else, which I 
own I am very anxious at. They certainly shoud 
not remain with out advice upon her Subject. I 
shall be quite vex'd if she is not able to go with us. 

1 Sir Thomas Rumbold, who Horace Walpole maintained without any 
apparent foundation was once a waiter at White's, had been Governor of 
Madras and was at this time a member of the House of Commons. He 
was accused of corrupt and oppressive dealings whilst in India, but the 
liill of I'ains and I'enalties which was brought in against hmi did not 
|ia88 the House of Commons. 
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I go as a haughty Man as usual and Miss Mary 
proposes to do ye same. I am engaged ye early 
part of ye evening to ye Pratts. I cannot help 
lamenting that I am not to hear to morrow and that 
I must hold over my impatiencies till next Monday. 
The Chimney Sweepers are ushering in ye 1st of 
May so loudly that I hardly know what I write.^ 
I think you will have had pretty Garlands this 
morning. I trust your Weather is at this moment 
as fine as ours and that you are finishing a good 
dinner and preparing for a good drive in ye evening, 
for I think ye morning will be too hot. I have I 
assure you found great benefit from my cool 
Dressing room. — Adieu My Dearest Mother and 
believe me ever yours most Dutifully and Affec- 
tionately, H. Pitt. 

Savile Street, Saturday 
[3 May 1783]. 

My Dearest Mother, — This Long Interval of 
Posts feels very blank to me, tho' I perfectly 
acquiesce in ye prudent measure of not sending to 
Somerton on Wednesday. I have just been finish- 
ing a Letter to Lady Charlotte which I think I 
shoud not have wrote if I had not received one from 
her yesterday in which she is so good as to desire me 
to write again. I am otherwise rather too Lazy 
to have undertaken willingly any thing but ye 

1 The chimney-sweepers, dressed in fancy costumes, used to parade the 
streets in small parties, escorting * Jack-in-the-Green,' a man concealed 
in a tall frame covered with herbs and flowers with a flag on the top. 
They continued this practice until about 1870, and were the last sustainere 
of the old rites of May-day in London. 
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\vriting to you, and I am sure you will not wonder 
at my being so, when I tell you that I attended 
Almacks last night in spite of a four o'clock's 
raking ye night before at ye Dutchess of Bolton's 
which for ye last three hours was immoderately 
dull indeed. Almacks was remarkably unsuccessful 
indeed as what with Ranalagh a "ball at Lady 
Loughborough's and ye Labors of ye night before, 
we did not muster strong enough to make a dance 
of it. I went \vith Louisa and found about twenty 
People there in all. Ye Dutchess of Ancaster, Lady 
Essex and Lady Salisbury who are ye Grand 
Protectresses of ye new subscription appear'd very 
properly upon ye occasion, but I think we all felt 
very small and regretted most heartily ye having 
attended. I went to ye Dutchess of Buccleugh's, 
as I mention'd to you I was to do, but did not meet 
mth a great deal of amusement there as ye dancing 
room was so hot that I coud not stay in it. It was 
quite a ball for ye Children some of which were 
really excellent dancers. The Duke of Mountague 
enquired very much after you. L'^ Courtown says 
that we are to come in again before long. I hear ye 
First L<i of ye Treasury and his Master are grown 
very polite to one another and compliment very 
prettyly upon Bishop-Making, etc. 

One of ye youngest Princes is very ill. He has 
been inoculated from Little Horace who was 
perfectly well wth it. I heard this last night at ye 
Dutchess of Buccleugh's. I am just retum'd from 
making some visits and calling upon Lady Sydney 
to arrange the Opera for this evening which we have 
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happily done there being two Boxes at our disposal. 
We go to morrow to Frognal where I think my 
Brother will certainly find an opportunity. They 
were so amicable at ye Dutchess's that I really 
was disappointed when I found ye matter was 
not settled there. I have been making a visit to 
Miss Lyttelton this morning and fixing an evening 
Gossip with her which however we have been 
obliged to arrange for a distant Period, ye next 
week being pretty well disposed of with Operas 
and Ranalaghs. I believe you will be inclined to 
think from my present account of my engagements 
that I am doing too much instead of too Little but 
I assure you I do not feel much tired with my two 
late nights and to night we shall get home early 
from ye Opera. I hope Mrs. Stapleton will be 
satisfied with my present way of Life going so 
regularly as I do to all that is going forward. I 
don't think my Complexion has gain'd much by 
our morning walks in which I believe she would 
differ with me, as I am generally flush'd in any 
Publick place both face and Neck Like ye Red Lion 
of Brentford. I have just had a Letter from poor 
Barbara who complains of her Yellow Face. I am 
afraid by her account that she is not better. I hear 
Mrs. Neville is in a promising way. I saw her look- 
ing very pretty at ye Dutchess's. [Unsigned.] 

Savile StreeTj Monday 
[5 May 1783?]. 

My Dearest Mother, — Notwithstanding we 
meditate a walk in ye park this very fine morning, 
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I cannot help wishing it was now four or five 
o'clock, as I feel very impatient for ye Post, which 
I hope is to bring me a good account of Country 
health and Country amusements. You will not 
wonder that I long for ye arrival of a Letter to day 
when it seems to me a great many days that I have 
been without. You must not expect a very correct 
performance from me at this moment for ye 
Gentlemen are making such a noise in ye next 
room and laughing so heartily that I really hardly 
know what I write ; L"! Mahon is upon ye Chapter 
of his Conductors with Mr. Wilberforce which I 
fancy is very good sport. William is more gravely 
employed for he is giving Audience below stairs to 
Mr. Wywel and I fancy talking over ye business of 
Wednesday. I feel an anxious Impatience for ye 
arrival and Close of that day. Whatever ye event 
of ye reform may be, I am certain ye Reformer 
will gain fresh Credit. I hear your Friend Mr. 
Burke was very near going Mad in his Place upon 
some trifling Provocation of Mr. Martin's in ye 
course of Powel's business. He was absolutely 
held down to his Place by his Friends. I don't 
think his Party can consider such a Man as worth 
having. Indeed I believe some of them have 
said that it was impossible to go on with him. In 
short I fancy they will none go on very long with 
out coming to some quarrel. You will see by ye 
News-Papers that Prince Octavius is dead.^ I am 

> The Prince was in his fourth year. Horace Walpole states that the 
child's death was neither imputed to iuoculation, uor checked the practice. 
See his letter to Sir A. Mann, 11th June 1783. 
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sorry for it and particularly so that he happen'd 
to die under Inoculation as it will rather perhaps 
decredit ye Practice among ye Common People. 
S' Caesar Hawkins's son was ye only Inoculater 
which I dare say he heartily regrets especially as 
People say ye Small Pox was struck in, but whether 
he deserves or not to be blamed I am afraid he will 
be so. We saw Horace yesterday from whom ye 
infection was taken looking perfectly well and 
beautiful. He is in Possession of Mrs. Amherst's 
house at Chislehurst which is much better for him 
than Albemarle Street. We had a Cold Loaf 
yesterday at Frognal and had that very rare good 
Fortune upon a Country Party of having a day 
neither too hot nor too Cold. I had flatter'd 
myself that there had been opportunities yesterday 
of speaking but I found this morning that he had 
only very near done it once. I think however it 
will be quite done in ye course of a very few days. 
His Lordship is obliged to attend ye House of 
L<i8 to day which however I think interferes so 
seldom with ye morning walk that there is no right 
to complain. I hear that L<i Shelburne is to attack 
ye Loan. I beheve I forgot to tell you tho' it was 
very much in my head that L^ Shelburne made 
Lady Sydney a visit ye night of ye Masquerade and 
found them all in their half Masquerade dresses 
which was a delightful Circumstance with him. 
He Proposes ye being going to Spa till ye Planting 
season for which he must return. The House of 
Commons are to day upon S^^ James Lowther's 
Affair which is a very unfair scandalous Charge 
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against him. I think neither House of L-Js nor 
Commons will set very late as William seems to 
have some thoughts of Ranalagh which we attend 
for ye first time to night. The early part of ye 
evening I am engaged to ye Forbes and Villiers. 
Ye Latter come to Town to day. We means Lady 
Sydney, etc. I think it wanted a Little explana- 
tion. Mr Wilberforce breakfasted with me this 
morning. William was not dressed. I think you 
will not trust me much longer. I shall leave off 
now till to morrow. 

In the preceding letter Lady Harriot alludes to the scene 
created by Mr. Burke in the debate which arose in the 
House of Commons as the result of his reinstating in the 
Pay Office two officials, Messrs Powell and Bembridge, 
who had been dismissed by Colonel Barr6, his predecessor, 
for alleged malversation of public money. 

Mr. Burke's action in this matter was unfortunate, to 
say the least of it, and has never been satisfactorily ex- 
plained, for at the time he thought fit to reinstate the two 
officials in question they were both awaiting their trial for 
corrupt practices. In the House of Commons Mr. Burke 
defended himself with more warmth than argument, and 
when accused by one of his critics of having committed ' a 
gross and daring insult to the public ' he entirely lost con- 
trol of his temper, and had to be held down in his seat by 
his friends.^ 

• AVhen the matter was again debated in the House of Commons on 
the 19th of May Mr. Burke took the opportunity of apologising for his 
behaviour, and explained that it was his high respect for the House 
which would not permit him to sit quiet under an idea that he had 
deserved the censure of its members. See Parliamentary History, vol. 
xxiii. p. 902. 
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Tuesday Morning 
[6 May 1783]. 

Before any Thing else I must tell you my 
Dearest Mother how happy I was made by ye Letter 
from Burton yesterday. I flatter myself that I 
may set ye being able to go out now twice a day 
against ye Indifferent nights you have had, but 
which however I hope wiU be tum'd into good 
ones by so much air and excersise. Mrs. Stapleton 
says you have Left off ye Columba. You are much 
ye best Judge upon ye whole, but I think I am 
almost sorry you have. They brought me up your 
Letter to WUliam yesterday which I open'd and 
begun to read by mistake. As you may imagine 
I did not proceed when I foimd it was not for me. 
That Gentleman desires me to say that he is ex- 
tremely obliged to you for it and will write soon. 
He bid me tell you that ye fate of to morrow is 
perfectly doubtful. The Petition yesterday against 
ye great Baronet was so scandalous upon ye face 
of it that even ye Minister and Mr. Fox did not 
dare countenance it, and it was rejected by ye 
whole House. I hear S"^ James was astonishingly 
Pompous and magnificent in speaking of his own 
importance and Property, particularly upon ye 
Subject of Whitehaven which he said his Ancestors 
and himself had raised from nothing. That he had 
fifteen thousand People there belonging to him, 
that ye Fire, ye Land and ye Water were his. Did 
you ever hear any thing so Sublime ! One can only 
say to him, ' Oh King Live for ever.' Pretyman 
breakfasted with us this morning and gave us an 
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account of ye House of L^^ where nothing so bold 
or so striking had pass'd. It was a Late day, great 
Part of ye time taken up in a dispute about Order 
and very Little speaking. L<i Fitzwilliam spoke 
well. I just saw L^ Sydney last night after we 
came from Ranalagh, and he said it was a dull day. 
The length of it interfered a good deal with ye 
pleasure of some of ye Party at Ranalagh as my 
Brother was not able to come which made ma belle 
Miss not a Little fidgetty. We are going to walk 
this morning, and Opera it in ye Evening. Lady 
Sydney is so good as to go in ye Pit. To morrow is 
a resting day for ye gay World tho' not for that of 
business, but as ye House will probably set very late 
it will not be by any means worth while to attend 
Ranalagh, etc. I shall dine Tete a Tete with 
Louisa and pass ye evening which I shall probably 
finish in Albemarle Street. Ye Duke de Chartres, 
Monsieur de Conflans and ye Due de Fitz-James 
are all arrived, and were quite ye Lions of Ranalagh 
last night. They are a VAnglaise. 

Monsieur de Conflans especially who has got a 
brown short scratch which, with ye accompany- 
ment of a pair of dress'd Gold Ear rings, has ye 
finest effect in ye world. I am just return'd from 
a walk in ye park where I met with nothing worth 
relating. I have had a Card from ye Dutchess of 
Marlbro' to notify her being at home two nights. I 
cannot help being in a Little fidget about it as I 
suspect it may be a mistake. I must send to ye 
Porter at Marlbro' House and know, as it woud be 
disagreable to give it up if I have been ask'd and 
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still worse to go there, if there has been any blunder 
about it. I have been this morning with Mrs. 
Bowyer whom I had not seen for some time aU our 
engagements being so different. Her self and her 
etc. are all well. I am always desired to say kind 
things from ye Party in Albemarle Street, but I have 
not always time to write them. I dine there to day 
upon Lamprey. I wish I coud put my share upon 
your Dinner Table to which I fancy you are setting 
down at this moment. I must set down to my 
Toilette. — Ever yours Dutifully and affect,, 

H. Pitt. 

Lady Harriot's amusing description scarcely exaggerates 
the speech made by Sir James Lowther upon this occasion.^ 
Sir James, who subsequently became the first Earl of 
Lonsdale and who is described by Horace Walpole as 
' equally unamiable in public and private ' was called upon 
to defend himself in the House of Commons against allega- 
tions contained in a petition which had been presented to 
the House by Lord Maitland. The petitioners, who were 
four in number, and of whom the principal one was, to Sir 
James Lowther's evident disgust, merely an apothecary 
resident in Whitehaven, charged Sir James with pecula- 
tion, oppression, and other malpractices during the time 
diiring which he commanded the Westmoreland militia. 
Apparently, however, these charges could not be substan- 
tiated. General Conway, the Secretary at War, spoke in 
defence of Sir James Lowther and the House dismissed 
the petition nemine contradicente. 

* See The Parlianientari/ Register, vol. ix. pp. 684-6. 
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Savile Street, Saturday 
[11 May 1783]. 

My dearest Mother,— I am ashamed to say 
that it is now past twelve o'clock and that I have 
but this moment finish'd breakfast. However a 
Late tiresome Ranalagh last night is a fair excuse 
for my Laziness which is not by any means habitual. 
I have just this moment received a very kind 
Invitation to dinner from ye Clarendons which I 
have as you may easily imagine have accepted. 
My Brother Chatham has been interrupting me to 
make his breakfast so that I have not much time 
Left for writing as it is now past Lady Sydney's 
hour of calling for me to attend their morning 
Expedition. 

Indeed I don't think that much occurs to me to 
day either in ye way of Chit- Chat or any thing better 
and more Important. The Two Secretaries of 
State 1 were imbending themselves last night from 
ye Cares of Politicks in ye Crowd and Mob of 
Ranalagh. Mr. St. Andrew [St. John] ye Under 
Secretary was of our Tea drinking Party but was 
too wise or too Gallant to talk politicks to Ladies, 
so that I have nothing in that way to treat you 
with. I hear Monsieur de Conflans was in ye House 
to hear William upon his reform, but I have not 
met with any body to report his Opinion, tho' I 
think one may answer for it that it was favorable 
as he understands Enghsh in every thing. I don't 
think either he or his Companion will have much 

1 Lord North and iMr. Fox. 
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reason to be charm' d with ye English bonne foi 
notwithstanding their good dispositions as I hear 
Some of our Gentlemen of ye Turf have sold them 
Horses to run at the Newmarket meeting that are 
likely to prove a fine snare to them.'^ This is really 
too bad. We are just return'd from our Walk since 
which Ly. Sydney has been visiting Lady May 
Bowlby who has kept us so long in waiting at her 
Door that it is time to dress. I must tho' tell you 
before I conclude that you was wrong in attributing 
ye Polite Note to ye Lady of ye Grove. Pray how 
coud you not know ye hand ? I go to morrow to 
preach to Pam and come back time enough for a 
bore of a Dinner at Lady Langham's to meet ye 
Bamfyldes and some other Country, etc. ! Adieu 
now, my Dear Mother. This is a very shabby 
stupid Letter, but all that time admits and indeed 
my own Genius also. I hope to have ye happiness 
of a good Letter either from your self or your kind 
Companion on Monday, and am ever most Dutifully 
and Affectionately yours, H. Pitt. 

The speech to which Monsieur de Conflans is reported to 
have listened was probably the one delivered by Mr. 
Pitt on the 7th of May, when he brought forward three 
Resolutions upon the subject of Parliamentary Reform. 
These Resolutions, which provided measures for the pre- 
vention and punishment of bribery and corruption at 

1 ' We have not only the Due de Chartres but three ladies of the Court, 
the Dues de Coigny, FitzJames, and Polignac, husband of the Queen's 
Favourite, and various others, and more are coming. These wise men 
from the East, like those of ancient time, are led by a star to a stable ; 
their great object was Newmarket.' See Sir H. Walpole's letter to Sir 
H. Mann, 29th May 1783. 
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Parliamentary elections and for the increase of knights 
c'f the shire and representatives of the Metropolis in the 
House of Commons, were defeated by a majority of 293 
N'otcs to 149. It may have been due to Monsieur de 
Conflans's report of his eloquence upon this occasion that 
Mr. Pitt was so much questioned upon the subject of 
Parliamentary reform when he visited France in the 
autumn of this year.i 

Monday MoRNrNo 
[16 May 1783]. 

My dear Mother,— I went to Hayes yesterday 
as I proposed and found Mrs. Sparry quite another 
Woman. She is exceedingly happy and satisfied 
with all that has been done for her and indeed was 
so much affected in speaking of your Letter, which 
slie shew'd me, that I was afraid it woud have been 
too much for her. She did not receive your Letter 
till after Wielbier was gone from Hayes ye day that 
he brought me word that she meant to remove to 
Lewisham, but I find from her that she made 
Chapman write immediately so that you will have 
concluded that I was under a mistake. Mr. 
Margareen has not been down till yesterday, and 
Chapman was out so that I coud not meet with a 
Negociator yesterday to settle ye business, but I 
have sent Wielbier down to day, and shall be able 
to give you a compleat and final account to morrow 
of ye Affair. 

' Mr. Wilberforce, who with Mr. Kliot accompanied Mr. Pitt on his 
visit to France, states in a letter that both at Fontainebleau and Paris 
■ ini-n and women crowded round Pitt in shoals ; and he behaved with 
(freat spirit, though he was sometimes a little bored when they talked to 
him of Parliamentary reform.' 
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Mrs. Sparry desired me to tell you that she meant 
to occupy only half ye House, I suppose with a View 
of your Letting ye rest. I really was quite rejoiced 
to see her so very well contented and Comforted. 
Her face is very much broke out again and very 
troublesome, and she has not been so well in ye 
course of last week but is now certainly much 
better, and will be still more so now we have talkd 
it all over and she has had an opportunity of ex- 
pressing her thanks which as you may imagine 
I prevented her from doing as much as I coud. 
You will judge that she is in much better spirits 
when I tell you that she particularly desired me 
to make Honourable Mention of Hal and his Tail 
which is indeed of ye first order. I never saw so 
pretty or so good a Little Dog notwithstanding his 
unpromising Education. Hayes Look'd charming 
as to its trees and flourishing Shrubs but ye Lawn 
is already rough and brown from ye Length of ye 
Grass. I shall desire it not to grow any more 
before Saturday, as I am to have ye Honor of shew- 
ing it that day to ye Clarendons. I dined yesterday 
at S^ James like a good Cousin and had ye pleasure 
of meeting two as well disposed Relations Mr. 
Fortescue and J. Grenville. Mr. and Mrs. Bamfylde 
were there and an odd mixture of Company besides 
who had never met before. I am going out early 
this morning to call upon Lady Tynte whom I have 
not yet seen notwithstanding several visits have 
pass'd de patrt et d'autre. Mrs. Stapleton's Loyal 
Enquiries on ye Outside of her Letter I can easily 
answer as we enquired for our selves when ye Event 
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happen'd and found nothing was to be done in 
Consequence. It is said ye poor Boy died of water 
in ye head and not in consequence of Inoculation. 
There is to be a Drawing Room on Thursday, but 
I beUeve it is doubtful whether ye Queen will be 
able to come out. We had an exceeding bad and 
Stupid Ranalagh last night, which however has 
not disgusted me from that sort of Duty, as I pro- 
pose going on Wednesday with ye Clarendons 
which if we walk en Trio with ye Countess in ye 
Middle will be a most fatiguing Business indeed. 
Lady Charlotte and her Cousins come to me this 
evening. Our Operas at least in ye Box are entirely 
at an end ye number being exhausted for Sub- 
scribers. Indeed the Theatre and its Appendages 
are all in so uncertain a State that I rather think 
there will be no more Opera. Mr. Taylor ye late 
Manager is in prison and a Compleat Bankrupt. 
Almacks is postponed till Friday Sen'night on 
account of ye New Market meeting which I fancy 
will be very fidl. I wrote you word that ye Due 
de Chartres and his Companions are to be there. 
They are to come back on Wednesday to dine with 
LI Shelburne. I fancy they will not have ye 
Honor of dining with Lady Shelburne as ye Due 
was guilty of so gross an Impropriety at a dinner of 
Ladies ye other day that it is generally thought he 
will not be f/rie to any thing but a Dinner of Men 
while he stays here.^ I am almost ashamed to 

> In ii Ifttt-r written about tliis date Hiinnali More makes the following 
allusion to tlie Duo de Chartres : ' As I do not go to Uauelagh, nor the 
play, nor the opera, nor sup .it Charles Fox's, nor play at Brooke's, nor 
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set down in black and white ye offence he was guilty 
of but to give you an Idea of French Black-Guard- 
ism I will tell you that he wears upon his Buttons 
an Intaglio of a Horse and a Mare in a gay dis- 
position which he presents to ye Ladies for their 
Inspection. A little Epigramatical Couplet has 
followed him from France which is handed about 
very much, and which I think from the Sample 
he has given of himself he is very likely to deserve : 

' Poltron par Mer 
Escroe par Terre 
Par tout Avare 
Piince nuUe Part.' 

I am just retum'd from a hot walk in ye park. 
I am not without hopes that we may have rain 
which woud do good even in London. I was to 
have gone to ye Exhibition this morning with ye 
Pratts, but as usual in our engagements some thing 
has interfered, and it stands now for Friday. I hear 
it is not much worth seeing. Yesterday Morning I 
went to see what was very very well Worth seeing, 
the famous picture of Mrs. Siddons by Hamilton.^ 
It is really Charming. I dined with Louisa yester- 
day, and shall do so on thursday. It sounds like 
vanity, but I really don't know what to do amongst 

bet at Newmarket, I have not seen that worthy branch of the house of 
Bourbon, the Duke of Chartres. I never heard of such a low, vulgar, 
vicious fellow.' 

' William Hamilton, R.A. (1751-1801). He painted Mrs. Siddons 
twice, first as ' Isabella' in Garrick's version of the Fatal Marriage, the 
part in which she made her reappearance in London in 1782, and, 
secondly, as the ' Grecian Daughter.' Lady Harriot probably refers to 
the first of these two portraits. 

87 



THE LETTERS OF 

ye different Claimants to me especially now ye St. 
Johns are added to ye List. I am very happy in 
their being come back again to ye Gay World a 
Little. Barbara and ye Eldest are at Buckenham. 
I think ye two others are in great beauty and much 
improved in every thing, so that I like very much 
being with them. Adieu my Dear Mother. My 
Brother Chatham desired me to say he woud write 
to day if he coud.— Ever your most Dutiful and 
Affectionate, H. Pitt. 

William is perfectly well and means to write soon. 



Savile Strket, Saturday 
[19 May 1783?]. 

My dearest Mother,— I begin writing to day 
merely for ye pleasure of writing as nothing new 
has occurr'd since my dispatch of yesterday. I 
think a few days will bring on an explanation or 
rather a Declaration in Albemarle Street. My 
Brother [Lord Chatham] and I have been beating 
over ye same Ground again. He is very much 
disatisfied with their precluding, as he says, all 
opportunities by not allowing of Tete a Tetes, and I 
wish him ye more to take some other sort of oppor- 
tunity as I think in this sort of way all sides may be 
likely to get Frampy. Mrs. Stewart is come for me 
so Adieu to my Prose for ye present. 

I am retum'd from ye exhibition which I rather 

regretted ye being obliged to see a second time. I 

believe we shall be a Trio of Ladies at Dinner as 

L" Camden, and I suppose ye Mr. Stewarts, dine 
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out. I think I shall like it better as it is than if 
we had more Company for ye Day is so hot that one 
cannot be too much at one's ease. I own I am glad 
not to walk au beau Milieu of ye Mall this morning. 
I fancy Lady Sydney and Miss Mary are in that 
pleasant occupation at this moment. Ye latter 
has not I think been quite well lately. Some how 
or other she has got a Lameness in her Hip. It is 
better now and perhaps is nothing of any Conse- 
quence but I think it makes her look Languid and 
pale. The News Papers are full of Panegyrick and 
Abuse upon William since his late Motion. I saw 
a Character in one of them lately which I thought 
rather well drawn and which I intended to have 
sent you but some how or other I have lost it. The 
Queen was graciously pleased to ask after you 
yesterday and inquired whether I was gone to 
Burton with you which makes it absolutely 
necessary for me to go to Court ye next time. I 
hear there will be no Drawing Room till Thursday 
Sen'night so that all Difficulties about Dress are 
relieved as it will then be Decidedly Late — time. 

Saturday Morning. 

I pass'd a very pleasant afternoon in New 
Burlington Street yesterday. We were to have 
gone to Teissier's reading but as his Performance 
was put off and we were disappointed of that scheme 
We adjourned to Ranalagh. Ye two Mr. Stewarts 
who had dined at home, and Mr. Walpole who came 
in in ye evening being our escort. We got a great 
many Recruits afterwards and had as much amuse- 
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mci\t as Ranalagh can afford. Mrs. Stewart was 
not tired and look'd exceedingly elegant and pretty. 
^Villiam could not get to Ranalagh being detain'd at 
His House of Commons till ten o'clock. They had 
a good day. Mr. Barry carried his Pay Office Bill 
notwithstanding Mr. Burke and Mr. Fox who rather 
wish'd against it. I am told that there is a 
Pamphlet call'd a Defence of ye Peace which I 
have been told is wrote by ye Late Premier. I think 
your Curiosity will at least be excited by its being 
attributed to him ; so that if I can get it I will 
send it to you. I have just dispatched Mr. Richard 
to Almon's for it. I am going with Louisa to call 
upon Lady Cotton again. We have not as yet met 
but as we go earlier to day in that intention I 
flatter myself we shall. I sup'd last night in 
Albemarle Street. Miss Mary had walk'd in ye 
Park in ye morning without limping so I hope that 
it was merely some accidental Cold. My Brother 
Chatham is just come in from ye Park. It is field 
day. It is very hot tho' not very sunny. 
[Unsigned]. 

In the next letter Lady Harriot probably alludes to the 
speech made by Mr. Pitt in the debate upon Lord John 
Cavendish's Budget. Horace Walpole describes this 
speech as one of the best which Mr. Pitt had hitherto 
delivered, and states that his language ' was thought equal 
to his father's, his reasoning superior, and his spirit greater 
than he had hitherto exerted.' The same writer's opinion 
of the speech which Mr. Fox delivered in reply to Mr. Pitt 
does not bear out Lady Harriot's remark with regard to 
it. He states that when Mr. Pitt injudiciously made the 
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mistake of treating Charles Fox ' as flimsy and flippant ' 
he showed ' how much more justly those epithets belonged 
to himself.' 



Tuesday Morning 
[24 May 1783]. 

In ye first place I must tell you my Dearest 
Mother how very welcome Mrs. Stapleton's Letter of 
yesterday was to me, and in ye next that I may not 
forget it, I must notify to you ye arrival of your 
Irish Box at ye Hatch Inn on thursday. J. 
Grenville call'd upon us this morning and says 
Lady Temple is not yet arrived. He promises me 
to send you an Irish Letter giving an account of a 
great Victory in ye East Indies which he gives 
credit to. There was a very good day yesterday in 
ye House of Commons, and William spoke Divinely. 
Fox they say did ill, and lu^ John made a very 
poor figuer. I Long'd this morning to have been 
able to have sent you our Old Batchelor as he woud 
have given you a very good account of every thing. 
Powel has cut his throat which I think in his 
Situation is a strong proof of Guilt as nothing had 
pass'd sufficient to cause so desperat an action. It 
is said this morning that he has Left his great 
riches to Fox. I conclude you know that Powel 
was ye late L** Holland's Creature. Our Ranalagh 
Last night turn'd out extremely pleasant, at Least 
to me, and Miss Matilda ; I am afraid Barbara 
woud not give ye same account of it, as I was sorry 
to see that she was a good deal tired and knock'd 
up, and as William did not come she had nobody to 
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amuse her which really vex'd me, tho' I was very 
well entertain'd myself. She look'd pale but more 
beautiful than any thing in ye room. I think and 
trust she will get well at last, as she sleeps now 
most amazingly fast and Long which I cannot help 
thinking a mark of returning health, but however 
from some reasons and her own obstinate neglect of 
herself her situation is stiU precarious. I intend to 
go and see her this morning if I can before she goes 
out of Town. I have also a visit to make to Miss 
Lyttelton upon a very good occasion. She is going 
to be married to Mr. Colt Hoare the heir of Mr. 
Hoare of Stower Head, and Son to ye Rich Banker. 
I am exceedingly glad of it as it is certainly a very 
good marriage for her and as he is a young Man 
very much liked in general I shoud think it is very 
agreable to her. She was at Ranalagh with us 
Last night, but we were so large a Party that I did 
not see whether ye Gentleman was upon Duty or 
not. I just shook hands with Lady Clarendon who 
woud have kept me an hour upon William's subject 
but that luckily her Coach was call'd. He had had 
ye Grace at last to call upon her, which polite 
action had been very well received. The Sydneys 
go to night to ye Pantheon where there is Musick 
and dancing for ye benefit of ye Bankrupt Opera 
Gentry. I am not tempted by it and have been 
sober enough to prefer a quiet Tete a Tete with 
Lady Charlotte. To morrow is Miss Vanneck's 
Night. She is more Miss than ever as I had ye 
pleasure of seeing her in ye gayest of gay blue hats 
turn'd up with Diamond Loop and button ye other 
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night at Ranalagh. I find it is rather a mark'd 
preference to be ask'd this time to her ball as she 
has been much more sparing in her invitations than 
usual. Adieu for ye morning. Tuesday Evening. 
I have just finish'd my Tete a Tete with Lady 
Charlotte which has been as usual very pleasant. 
I have been dining in Albemarle Street where ye 
report was contradicted of Powel's having left any 
thing to Charles Fox so that he will still remain 
ye foor Servant of ye Publick. Lady Charlotte 
has just been telling me that Lady Anne GreviUe 
is dead. I believe she was Lady Warwick's only 
Daughter. I call'd upon Miss Lyttelton in ye 
morning as I intended and found her very happy 
and satisfied with her choice, which indeed I think 
from all ye reports I have heard she has every 
reason to be. We have a large Party in Albemarle 
Street to day in a family sort of way. Both my 
Brothers, L<i and Lady Courtown, Miss M. Pelham, 
Tardy and an Under Secretary or two, ye remains 
of former Greatness. William is gone to pass ye 
night at Wimbledon, and my Brother Chatham 
is upon Duty at ye Pantheon, so that I am afraid 
from want of due foresight this long Volume of 
nothing must go unfrank'd. I beg your Pardon 
and assure you I will be more provident in future. 
Lady Courtown who is always very polite has ask'd 
me to a small Party at her House to morrow 
evening before ye ball. Pray remark to Mrs. I. 
that I fuUy propose going to her and that I hope it 
will attone in her mind for ye Offence of not attend- 
ing in ye winter, and may I trouble you to tell her 
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also that she has wrote me two very short Letters 
lately and that I do her ye Honor to wish for Longer 
dispatches. Adieu my Dearest Mother, and believe 
me ever most truly your very Affectionately 
Dutiful Daughter, H. Pitt. 

My Brother Chatham talk'd of writing but I 
don't believe he has had ye time. It was his field 
day. 

In her next letter Lady Harriot alludes to a curious 
charge which was brought against Mr. Burke. He was 
accused of altering a Bill for amending and explaining his 
Pay Office Act of the preceding session. It was said that 
he had gone to the engrossing clerk's office and had ex- 
punged three clauses of the Bill and altered a fourth at his 
own will and pleasure. The speaker when an appeal was 
made to him to explain the matter gave a different version 
of the affair, but apparently Mr. Pitt was not satisfied 
with the explanation, and demanded that the expunged 
clauses should be restored to the Bill. Upon a division, 
however, the House decided otherwise.^ 

[4 June 1783]. 

My dearest Mother, — I know I cannot write 
much to morrow on accoimt of our Hayes engage- 
ment and ye Party being to adjourn afterwards to 
Upper Grosvenor Street, which makes me begin 
now notwithstanding I am in ye agitation of ye 
Birthday. In ye first place I must tell you how 
fully I am satisfied with your explanation of Mr. 
Fitzgerald's letter which had vastly excited my 

' See Parliamentary History, vol. xxiii. pp. 988-93; History of the Life 
and Times of Edmund Burke, by Thomas MacKiiight, vol. iii. p. 34. 
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curiosity. I have not had an opportunity of 
shewing your letter yet to my Brother Chatham, 
but I quite agree with you in his feehng more than 
ever ye obhgation he has to my Father in having 
left him to chuse his own Chaises. I have had but 
a glimpse of William this morning and shall not 
probably see him again ye whole of this busy day 
and in ye evening he goes to Wimbledon, so that I 
shall not see him till Friday as he cuts our Hayes 
Party. He had a very warm debate yesterday 
which lasted till one o'clock in ye morning. It 
took its rise from Mr. Burke having surreptitiously 
alter'd some clauses of a Pay Office Bill. William 
attack'd and Mr. Fox defended and I fancy they 
had a very fine sparrying, but William could not 
stay to teU me as he was going to Mr. Pratt to 
breakfast. I admire extremely ye Box arriving in 
ye style you mention, but I am afraid I have no 
chance of finding out ye immediate quarters from 
whence ye civility came as ye Fortescues are out of 
Town. 

I think you speak very handsomely of Lady 
Charlotte's motto and mine. I am ye more 
flattered as I think it cleverer than these sort of 
things generally are. I must tell you, that tho' it 
was very natural in you to make ye Guess you did 
about ye Pamphlet, that I am convinced you are 
upon a wrong scent as I happen'd accidentally to 
hear one of ye Ladies of new Burlington Street 
abuse that publication very much. Perhaps you 
will be Old Politician enough to say it was a 
manoevre to bhnd, but it was said so naturally that 
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I own I cannot think so. I have known all you 
have said to William upon ye hateful subject of ye 
Grant. My Brother Chatham talked of writing 
last post. I must bid you Adieu now and take to 
preparing my Hair for Mr. Scrivner's arrival as he 
will be rather in a Hasty Humour to day. 

Friday night. My dear Mother, I have so much 
taken up with congratulating and being con- 
gratulated that I have not had a moment. I am 
going anotifying now, but I must explain to you 
that William and I have met so little that I did 
not share in ye contents of your very kind letter till 
to night. I am excessively obliged to you, but as 
yet I get my Daily bread very well. How ex- 
ceedingly good it is in you to think of that for me 
just now when ye old Story of ye Grant has been so 
perplexing. I can say no more, for I am too late. 



TrESDAV, June ye 17th [1783]. 

i\lY DEAREST MoTHER, — Here is an exceedingly 
good writing morning as it rains so hard that 
nothing but Politicians coud find in their heart to 
stir. L'^ Mahon in that capacity is at this moment 
pacing about my room with his head very full of 
ye Bill which is to be committed to day in ye House 
of Commons, and my Brother Chatham is very deep 
in ye Private Politicks of ye Petersham Ball, which 
has been adjourn'd from Wednesday to Thursday 
on account of ye Prince of Wales establishment 
which is to be debated to morrow. I hope our 
Weather will clear before thursday as our fete will 
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not otherwise go off with so much Eclat. I am 
pretty clear you will have thought that it was 
impossible before this occasion not to pass an act of 
Amnesty at least external. Madame has left her 
name with me since. 

I find we are to go in undresses, that is in large 
Hats which I am not sorry for as it will be much 
less trouble and do full as well your les Graces. I 
have just been interrupted by a visit from J. 
Grenville. He seems to think of becoming your 
Neighbour very soon. They talk of ye Prince's 
Establishment being a hundred Thousand a year. 
These are ye Reformers. — Before I go on with any 
thing else, I want to beg your Pardon for having 
open'd a Letter for you by mistake yesterday. It 
is from a Gentleman-Chandler who desires some 
Money and further Commands. I was extremely 
disappointed in not having one line from Burton 
yesterday neither from Mrs. Stapleton nor yourself, 
and I own I shall not feel thoroughly at ease till I 
hear again which I flatter myself I shall do to 
morrow. I wish to morrow was come. I rather 
hope that it may have been just possible that I 
have lost a Letter from ye great rains which may 
have delayed ye Post, as I am sure you woud not 
have left us without a Line if all had been well. 
Under this suspense you will not wonder that I 
wish for to morrow tho' I shoud otherwise pass ye 
day pleasantly enough as I dine with Louisa and 
if we have ye good luck to get a box we propose 
going to ye Little Theatre in ye Evening. We were 
at Ranalagh last night. We meaning ye Sydneys 
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and my Brother. I met Lady Temple there who 
was very Cordial and gracious and looks more 
beautiful than ever. Pray tell Mrs. Stapleton that 
My Bear Madam is in high Presentation and pulls 
her Nose as agreably as ever. Louisa and I pro- 
pose going to morrow to hear Teissier. I have had 
a kind of fatality about that, as I have had several 
engagements for it none of which have been 
successful. I have not seen William this morning 
as he breakfasted out, and I think it very probable 
that I may not have that satisfaction at all to day 
as it is now latish and he must be in ye House of 
Commons early on account of his own bill of reform 
in several offices, and ye expected message upon ye 
Establishment. I recollect that I must in spite of 
ye rain go out and call upon Mrs M. Townshend 
this morning as she goes out of Town for ye Summer 
to morrow. I shall not absolutely make a finale 
to this as it is possible that some other Chit Chat 
may occur before dinner, but for ye present I must 
put my Letter in my Draw. I am just going to 
dress without having any thing more to add to my 
Story. — Ever My Dearest Mother your most Duti. 
and Affect. H. Pitt. 

Thursday Morning 
[19 June 1783]. 

My Dearest Mother, — I was most extremely 
disappointed indeed in finding that ye Post came 
in without bringing any Letter for us yesterday. 
It was lucky that Wielbier had one or else I shoud 
have been quite imhappy in missing two Posts. 
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But it rather confirms me in ye notion that some 
Letter from Burton has been lost. We have rather 
a promising morning as to Weather which to day 
is an interesting article on account of Petersham. 
I very much suspect that we shall fall short of 
numbers, but ye fate of ye fete concerns me very 
Little. I went yesterday or rather Last night to 
hear Teissier as I announced to you I intended in 
my last. It amused me very much. I was at 
home all yesterday morning and scarce saw William 
ye whole day. His morning was compleatly taken 
up by a long visit from 'L'^ Temple. I hear L"* 
Shelbume is going to Spa directly till ye Planting 
Season, but that season will never come to him. 
There has been a report for these two Days of ye 
present Gentry being about to quit ; But beyond 
Report Pohticks is not my Department. If there is 
any thing interesting in that way you will certainly 
hear it. The Prince of Wales Establishment is put 
off for ye present so that we have nothing to inter- 
fere with ye Damcing Establishment of this evening. 
Ye World has been very much in ye Dancing 
humovir lately and Georgiana [Miss Townshend] 
has had two very good dancing balls. One at Lady 
Galloway's and ye other at ye Dutchess of Bolton's, 
ye latter was quite an Impromptu and confined to 
a very few People. I cannot say I did either of 
them ye Honor to bestow a regret upon them. 
There was a ball last night at Lady North's for 
Lady Sunderland who is amazingly persecuted by 
Mr. North. She does not seem to be favorable at 
aU, but I fancy ye Grand Mother and Guardians 
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are better disposed. I have been interrupted by 
my Brothers Breakfastings and since that by a 
visit from Georgiana. If I had had any thing to 
say I shoud very handsomely have turn'd her out of 
doors, but Incidents and Events have been few 
since I wrote last. I hope you will have broke 
thro' ye regulation of not sending to Post on 
^Vednesday, and that we shall have ye happiness 
of hearing either from you or your kind Secretary 
on Friday as we have had quite a Long blank. I 
cannot conceive why Mrs. Stapleton has not wrote 
because I know her goodness upon that article. 
Evans informs me that you are to have a Wedding 
at Burton, and that Mrs. Martin's Display has made 
an Impression upon ye Inn Keeper at Taunton who 
she says has spoke his mind. I take it this is Mrs. 
Betty's Chronickle as I know Evans had a Letter 
from her last Post which I was glad of faute de 
mieux— We all dine early to day that is we talk of 
ye Sober Hour of four, but I suppose we shall make 
it five. Georgiana and I and William dine in 
Downing Street. L** M. has two bills to talk about 
a Little to day but he says they will not keep ye 
House long. I believe things are really pretty 
much at sixes and sevens among ye ruling Gentry. 
Adieu My Dearest Mother. I feel quite blank 
without knowing what is doing with you. — Ever 
your most Dut. Affect. H. Pitt. 

I daresay you have had ye goodness to give orders 
about ye two beds which Mrs Sparry wishes to have 
sent. 
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Lady Harriot's surmise that the relations between 
different members of the Government were not wholly 
happy at this time was quite correct. The amount which 
Parliament was to be asked to vote for the Prince of Wales's 
establishment was a matter which nearly wrecked the 
Coalition. The suggestion that the Prince should be given 
£100,000 a year is said to have emanated from the Duke 
of Portland.^ Mr. Fox appears to have been willing to 
support the proposal, but Lord North and Lord John 
Cavendish were both unwilling to ask the House of 
Commons to make so large a grant. The situation was 
saved by the Prince of Wales himself, who ' behaved in the 
handsomest manner,' to quote the words of Mr. Fox, and 
agreed spontaneously to a more moderate establishment 
than that proposed by the Duke of Portland. At the date 
of Lady Harriot's letter, however, the Government were in 
great danger of breaking up, Mr. Fox himself being of the 
opinion that it could not continue in existence for many 
days.^ 

Hayes, Monday Night 
[23 June 1783]. 

My Deakest Mother, — You cannot think how 
happy I am to be able to write to you without 

' See Memoriutti and Correspondence of Charles James Fox, edited by 
Lord John Russell, vol. ii. p. 69. 

^ In a letter to Lord Northington, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
dated the 17th of June, Mr. Fox wrote : ' . . . I just steal a minute to 
tell you that there is great reason to think that our administration will 
not outlive to-morrow, or, at least, that it will be at an end in a very few 
days. . . . The immediate cause of quarrel is the Prince of Wales's 
establishment, which we thought perfectly agreed upon a week ago.' In 
a subsequent letter to Lord Xorthington Mr. Fox explained that, unless 
the Prince had acted as he did, he would have been obliged to support 
the Duke of Portland's proposed establishment, and that, with the 
exception of the Duke and Lord Keppel, 'there was not one minister 
who would have fought with any heart in this cause.' 
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interruption for really I was so broke in upon last 
week and ferretted from one thing to another that 
I had hardly even time or quiet to express my joy 
to you upon my Brother's Declaration, but upon 
that subject you will give me full credit. It was 
received as you will imagine by every part of ye 
family with ye greatest Delight. I saw Lady Mary 
Bowlby ye day after who charged me with a great 
many kind things to you which it is unecessary 
to set down in black and white. We were all at 
Esher on Saturday where we dined. It was but 
very dull sport fore ye whole day, and was several 
degrees worse than Richmond Hill as William was 
not of ye party. That Gentleman is gone into 
Berks to ye young General (Mr. Smith) and I think 
will not return till Thursday. I came here yester- 
day and went to Beckenham in ye evening to Tea 
by which I gaind ye advantage of a Companion 
here last night as Miss Matilda rode back with me. 
Barbara came to breakfast this morning and then 
we retum'd en Trio to Beckenham where I have 
been dining and am new come back to Mrs. Sparrj's 
great Chair, tho' I beg Mrs. Stapleton to observe 
that I am not making my usual Use of it. She 
desired me to send her Lyttelton News of myself and 
I think I cannot omit telling you that I beUeve 
I have just had an opportunity of doing so. I will 
fairly own that I have been these two days hesitat- 
ing whether I should mention it or not because it is 
connected with a subject which I never wish to 
mention as I know it cannot contribute to my 
D'' Mother's pleasure. I have some how or other 
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without in ye least meaning it contrived in ye 
course of a very short acquaintance to make so 

much impression upon a first Cousin of Mr. E t's 

{S^ Charles Cocks Eldest Son) ^ that last week at 
Ranalagh I had a speech from him that was very 
near tantamotmt to a proposal, and which was 
foUow'd up by a visit from him ye day after not- 
withstanding I was not very encouraging in my 
answer, I cut ye Visit so very short by getting up 
upon a pretence of being engaged and leaving ye 
room (my Brother Chatham and some other 
Gentlemen being at Breakfast) that I fancy I shall 
certainly hear no more of him. If I do, it must 
come to a direct Refusal which however I had 
rather it did not, as I don't think that can be very 
pleasant, but I believe I certainly shall not have 
that trouble. I was not a little bored with it as it 
was, but as I flatter myself that he will not think 
of me any more I have now only to hope that not- 
withstanding Mr. Cocks must be consider' d as a 
very good Parti, that you will not disapprove of 
what I have done, and that without laying too much 
stress upon certain Prepossessions of mine you will 
allow that it was too rwach to risk going into that 
Connection especially as ye first Family Congratula- 
tions woud have been rather too distressing. I 
don't know how I have told my Story. I fancy 
very ill but however I hope you will give me some 

• Sir Charles Cocks married a sister of the first Lord Eliot. He was 
raised to the peerage as Lord Somers in 1784. His son, to whom Lady 
Harriot refers, succeeded his father as second Baron in 180G, and was 
created Viscount Eastiior and Earl Somers in 1821. 
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credit for telling it as I can, as it is really an Effort. 
I have had very little conversation with either of 
my Brothers upon ye subject. William was at 
^^^imbledon on ye fortunate Evening, which was 
that of ye 4th of June. I attended ye Clarendons 
here ye day after so that I had not ye Honor of a 
visit till Friday, and ever since I have been so 
absurd as to fidget my self about writing to you, 
and altogether I own it has vex'd me very much and 
I have had neither pleasant breakfast nor pleasant 
rides since Tuesday or heard one word of other 
People. My supper has been waiting for me some 
time so I shall finish for to night, but not without 
saying that I hope you think a visit to Pam was a 
very good thing in these circumstances. I am sure 
I have found it a very pleasant one, and so has 
she. 

[Unfinished]. 

Tuesday Morning 
[24 June 178;;]. 

My Dearest Mother, — I have just received your 
exceeding kind Letter and feel much more than 
I can say all your great goodness to me. You will 
have perceived I think from ye shortness and 
disofrray of my last Epistle that I have not been in 
remarkable Spirits, which Indeed has not been ye 
case. Certainly I never felt so much your absence 
as at this moment, tho' I always do sufficiently, but 
I don't know how to explain things well to you at 
such a distance, and yet from what you are so kind 
as to mention upon a certain subject I must endeavor 
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to do so. I have not done so hitherto, because 
People's conduct has been so odd, tho' mark'd to 
me, that I really did not know what to think, and 
I am sure I know still less what to think since your 
Letter. Ye Bird that has sung so agreably to you 
astonishes me still more, but I suppose he took 
his time happily from last Sunday to Last Tuesday 
as during that time he might have some reason for 
such a Song. The Person in question happen'd to 
dine at Petersham ye day of our Richmond Party 
which was Sunday but he contrived to join us late 
in ye Evening in order to ride home with William. 
Lady Sydney ask'd him to Supper, which he 
accepted, ye next day he came to Breakfast and 
intended to have rode with us, but William was 
obliged to go to L'' Shelbume's first and as our 
Visitor went out of ye room to put on his spurs (as 
he told me afterwards) William said ' We shall 
meet in ye House of Commons,' which ye other took 
as a Dismission and went up stairs to William's 
room where he set some time by himself and then 
sent for his hat and went off. I met him that 
Evening at Ranalagh and he explain'd to me why 
he had not rode with us and said a great deal of 
how much he was hurt at William's Conduct. 
He told William however at Goosetrees that he 
woud call to ride ye next day which he accordingly 
did and he seem'd to like ye party very well, as 
he was very desirous of prolonging ye ride. This 
was on Tuesday. On Wednesday I just saw him 
opposite to us in ye Drawing room. He did not 
make ye slightest attempt to join us or even to 
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notice us, went in ye Evening to Wimbledon, tho' 
he knew we were to be at Ranalagh, and from that 
time to this I have neither seen nor heard any thing 
of him, nor has WiUiam thought fit to name him, 
notwithstanding what I told him of Mr. Cocks was 
a fair opening. I don't know whether I have done 
right or wrong in coming here for a few days, but 
I think right, because I coud not ride with Mr. E. 
when WUliam was out of Town, and ye other 
Gentleman seems to have so little of my Brother's 
sort of difficulties that if he is not thoroughly 
satisfied with his last morning visit he woud certainly 
continue to hunt me. I some times think that as he 
was at my Elbow all ye Drawing room, that perhaps 
with ye idea of William's dismission which might 
occur again, some People might be displeased. I am 
sure no astonishment coud be greater than mine 
when I discover'd that same evening at Ranalagh 
that I had been mistaking ye Rival for ye Friend 
but it was much more natural to imagine him ye 
Friend, as they generally come to Ranalagh to- 
gether, and indeed if Mr. C. had not been very 
blind or very desperate he woud never have thought 
of putting him self up ye other List. I think I 
have now told ye whole of my long Story which I 
wUl not say will tire you, because after all ye very 
kind things you are so good as to say I know that 
it will be a satisfaction to you to understand all 
these vexatious things as well as I can explain them. 
William comes back to Town on Wednesday and 
I shall return on Thursday. In ye mean time I 
do assure you I am perfectly well notwithstanding 
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ye word which has reach'd you and for which you 
assign ye trtie cause. 

You will have found that tho' WiUiam postponed 
my having ye satisfaction of knowing your kind 
care of my Exchequer, yet it did not escape his 
memory. Pam is very well : desires her Duty, 
and is very glad to hear of you. I am glad you live 
so much in Clover. We have nothing here which 
I think shoud not be. We are all out in Franks 
but I will raise a supply when I get back to Town. 
I must leave off, or I shall be too late for ye stage, 
but I must repeat how exceedingly I feel your 
goodness to me. — Ever yours most Dutifully and 
Affectly. H. Pitt. 

I wish this Letter coud get to you immediately. 
Pray tell Mrs. Stapleton that my tribulations have 
not made me forget her commissions and that I will 
execute when I return. 

The next letter probably belongs to this year, but there 
is no internal evidence to show when it was written. 
Lady Harriot was apparently on a driving tour with Mr. 
and Mrs. Bowyer, and it is therefore not unreasonable to 
presume that this letter was written between the date of 
her leaving London after the season and her return to 
Burton Pynsent, where she spent the autumn with Lady 
Chatham. 

Oxford, Wednesday Evening. 

My Dear Mother, — Here we are safe and well 
again at this Learned Place after having accom- 
plish'd successfully all the Pretty Plans we had 
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laid out for ourselves, notwithstanding ye Diffi- 
culties of your Buckinghamshire Cross Roads, 
which we had ye advantage of travelling through, 
in our way from Woodstock to Stowe, at which 
place we dined and slept Last night, having found 
Mr. and Mrs. Fortescue in possession, ye former 
being obliged to remain patiently there to recover 
ye effects of a Long Jumble which is Likely totally 
to interfere with ye Irish Scheme, and for some 
Little time with their return to Wotton. It was no 
small surprise to me to meet them there, as I had 
fully counted upon our finding a Deserted House 
to range over at pleasure ; however I was not 
upon ye whole sorry for ye exchange, notwithstand- 
ing it was at first a Little embarrassing, as Mr. 
and Mrs. Bowyer were perfectly strangers. Mrs. 
Fortescue received me very kindly, and was very 
affectionate in her expressions upon your Subject, 
and we had a very pretty Gossip together, in which 
you will easily imagine that my Brother Chatham's 
intended marriage must have been brought upon 
ye Tapis. She tells me that she has heard of 
another in your Family which is to be, Lady H. Pitt 
and Mr. E., and that there are several other 
marriages going forward in the Beau Monde which 
perhaps are as much what my Brother Chatham 
calls premature, or, to use a better expression of his, 
Stock Jobbing Reports. The Marlborough Marriage 
is off, the Lady having now found out that she does 
not like My Lord. Their Excellencies are according 
to Mrs. Fortescue at Bath. If they were not clearly 
a Little Huffy I should not wonder if they did you 
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ye favor to take a Jaunt to Burton in this Dull 
season for ye Crescent, You will I think by this 
time expect me to breathe forth a thousand 
Raptures upon ye Beauties of Stowe, but I am 
afraid I shall be a Little disappointing upon that 
Subject, as I own I have been disappointed my self 
as to the tout ensemble. 

The Gardens, after Blenheim, had a Littleness and 
Pauvrete in them which I coud not recconcile 
myself to, and ye Country appear' d to me Uglier 
than I had imagined tho' I had taken great pains 
in fancying it. The House is certainly striking, but 
I own not so much so as I had suppos'd. What I 
had fancied you will be at a loss to imagine nor can 
I exactly tell, but I believe something finer than 
ever was met with out of inchanted Ground. I had 
ye pleasure of seeing your Picture in very good 
health. Your Tete is display'd in ye Drawing 
room towards ye Garden, but your toute ensemble 
is hung up in one of ye North Rooms. I wish we 
had it at Burton. There were three People that 
composed ye Company at Stowe, but not very 
great Personages. A Mr. Grey and a Mr. Wright, 
and a Miss Hernham who is indeed a very terrible 
sort of animal to look at. I must tell you of a 
much less terrible animal there a Dog who has ye 
Free Admission of ye Parlour, who is very ugly. 
Like Miss Hernham, but has ye sense to growl 
most nobly when ever he is told he is pretty. I 
had hoped not to have named a Dog in my Letter 
again but there was no resisting so tempting an 
Opportunity and I trust in favor of so good a Canine 
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Anecdote neither you nor Mrs. Stapleton will be 
disposed to vote me a Boar. I think you may be 
more disposed to vote me Saucy in using that 
favrite expression of yours. I shall take it very 
ill, if my Letter from Woodstock has not reach'd 
you, or if Mr. Waiter should forget this, which I 
must trust to his Memory to morrow, as we go in ye 
morning to Radley, and ye Post is not so obliging 
to me as to set out Westward to night. We shall 
end ye Week and our Sight-Seeings at Radley, and 
begin ye next week quietly at Henley, which I 
begin to think now will be rather a pleasure, tho' I 
am well and have held out better than I expected. 
I don't think I have said any thing direct of 
Blenheim, but I think I have given you a broad hint 
to Let you into ye secret of my opinion of it. It is 
indeed impossible to say how striking and magnifi- 
cent it is, which short Panegyrick of mine must 
therefore stand in lieu of an accurate Description. 
I was not much struck either with Heythrope or 
Ditchley but ye Pictures of ye latter were worth 
seeing, and paid us for a warm drive through as 
ugly a Country as I have ever seen. I hardly know 
what I am writing, ye News paper readings making 
a Little puzzle in my brain, but I believe I have 
pretty near said all my say, which some how or other 
I think I have said through out in a Comfortable 
dull manner. The Cross Country Roads of this 
morning have I hope to answer for it. However 
I will not take ye Liberty of rating at your Bucking- 
hamshire Roads, without making you amends by 
assuring you that I never shall speak disrespectfully 
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of ye Sommersetshire Highways again. I confess 
I coud not help being in pain a Little for our Fat 
Lady in ye midst of our Jumbles, but as she seems 
■well this evening I trust she will escape any bad 
effects from them. She is so well that she seems to 
have no Idea herself of ever being otherwise, but I 
confess Mrs, Fortescue's example did not diminish 
my fears for her. I think I ought not to finish 
without saying that Mrs. Fortescue is very well 
when she does not take any exercise, but she is not 
able to take any of any kind which she complains 
of not a Little. The extent of her walks is not be- 
yond ye Menagerie. I mention these particulars 
for Mrs. Stapleton whom I woud not have fidget 
herself with doubts and Ideas upon ye Subject. We 
all admired Mr. Fortescue extremely which you will 
not be sorry to hear for ye sake of your Name 
sake and Favrite. I cannot help harping upon ye 
notion of my not having my Letters which I am 
sure are at home for me, however it wUl be a fine 
treat for me when I get back, but I wish I coud 
know in ye mean time ye exact state of all at Burton. 
— Adieu my Dearest Mother and believe me ever 
yours most Dutifully and Affectionately, 

H. Pitt. 

A considerable interval occurs between Lady Harriot's 
last letter and the next one, which is dated the 13th of 
May 1785. During this interval the Coalition Govern- 
ment fell and Mr. Pitt became Prime Minister. It is 
extremely unfortunate that during so interesting a period 
in Mr. Pitt's life there should be a blank in his sister's 
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correspondence. It is not improbable, however, that 
Lady Harriot was but little in London during the year 
1784, for Lady Chatham's health was at this time in a 
somewhat precarious condition, and her daughter no 
doubt did not care to be long absent from Burton 
Pynsent. 

The following letter refers to the speech delivered by Mr. 
Pitt on the 12th of May 1785, when he brought forward 
his amended proposals for the readjustment of the com- 
mercial relations between England and Ireland. By these 
proposals which were primarily designed to remove the 
restrictions that impeded the importation of Irish manu- 
factured goods into England, Mr. Pitt hoped to promote a 
better state of feeling between the two countries, and also 
to alleviate the economic distress which prevailed in Ireland 
at this time. It is clear from a letter which he wrote in 
October of the preceding year to the Duke of Rutland, the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, that Mr. Pitt himself was 
willing to grant to Ireland ' an almost unlimited com- 
munication of commercial advantages,' if he could only 
obtain in return from the Irish Parliament some con- 
tribution ' to the common exigencies of the Empire.' Un- 
fortunately, however, for the success of his policy, many of 
the leading manufactiu:ers in England, more especially in 
Lancashire, were opposed to the removal of the import 
duties which shackled Irish trade, whilst the patriots in 
Ireland were equally unwilling to make any financial 
return for the commercial advantages which were to be 
conceded to their country. Although, therefore, Mr. Pitt 
succeeded in carrying a Bill embodying his proposals 
through the English Parliament, it failed to satisfy 
the Irish nationalists when it was submitted to the Irish 
House of Commons and was consequently withdrawn by 
the Government. 
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Friday Night [13 May 1785]. 

My dearest Mother,— I cannot help trying this 
letter by ye Cross Post to tell you that William and 
every body we are interested about are perfectly 
well after ye fatigue of Yesterday and this morn- 
ing. Our Triumph was great indeed and consider- 
ing ye very Late Hour it shews great zeal to have 
kept together so strong a Division. William dined 
when he came home with eight or ten more who 
came with him. He slept till four and then rode 
to Putney. He seem'd to me wonderfully untired, 
and he says that he did not feel tired when he got 
home at all ; but that must have been from Spirits. 
Mr. Fox and his Party like losing People spoke 
with spleen and ill Temper. I sent you two Papers 
which I have not seen myself (they came out so 
late) but which however imperfect they may be will 
be better than nothing. William spoke near three 
hours, and People say he spoke better than ever, 
and I believe always do think ye last speech he 
makes ye best. I must leave off now as Mr. E. is 
coming. To morrow we go to Putney. I think I 
shall not write to morrow, as I shall not know any 
thing fresh, and I have a great many Birthday 
manufactures to look at and settle. 

Tuesday I shall not be able to write as we have 
a breakfast at Putney, a prelude to a Party upon 
ye water in Mr. Dundas's barge. The Dutchess of 
Gordon, Mrs. Hamilton, Lady Sydney and Miss 
Townshend are to Breakfast with us and all ye same 
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set of Gentlemen which are always at Putney. 
Adieu my Dearest Mother. I am sure you will 
like this Post and I cannot help feeling doubly 
happy in writing you ye account of William's 
prosperity. — Your Dut. and Affect., 

H. Pitt. 

Poor Mr. Wilberforce was quite overcome by ye 
fatigue in ye House and could not get through his 
Speech, but he is quite recovered since.^ 

The following letter, of which only a portion has been 
preserved, probably belongs to the year 1785, but there is 
little internal evidence to prove it. 

... I dine there again to day, and go out this 
fine spring morning with Lady Clarendon upon an 
expedition to Ludgate Hill. A great many oblique 
things have been said about ye Grove which I 
fancy will terminate in a direct invitation, and a 
direct acceptance. William is gone this morning 
to Brighthelmstone after having gain'd universal 
applause yesterday. He says the Man of ye People 
was rather impertinent, but that he was resolved 
to take it quite upon a Cool Style. I had not 
time to talk much with him for he was appointed to 
meet Mr. Barker at a little after nine, and was not 
over exact as to time. My Brother Chatham has 
been with his Guards in ye Park. I have been 
making his second breakfast since he came in, and 
had ye good fortune of being introduced to ye 

1 Mr. Wilberforce notes in his diary : ' May 12, House all night till 
eight o'clock in the morning. I differ from constituents. So affected 
that I could not get on. I'itt spoke wonderfully.' 

114 



LADY HARRIOT ELIOT 

famous Sir Comaby, and hearing a good deal of 
learned discourse upon Julius Caesar, Weather- 
Cocks, etc. I shall leave off now, and begin again 
when I come home from Ludgate Hill. 

Thursday Night, Albemarle Street. 

I was right in my Prophecy about ye Grove, as I 
was ask'd in due form this morning and agreed to 
going there on Tuesday next for three or four days. 
I am writing in ye midst of ye Conversation of ye 
Family Party, and in ye expectation of a rubber at 
Whist. I think I have not heard any news of any 
sort this morning. After our drive thro' ye 
pleasant Strand we got a little walk in St. James 
Park which look'd as to itself in Supreme beauty 
but a little unfurnish'd as to Company. And ye 
day was so hot and ye Town so empty that I could 
not help thinking we were in ye month of August. 

There is a pretty report of an entire breaking up 
of ye Opera, but that I fancy is only Holiday 
Conversation. The Beau Monde have been enter- 
taining themselves very finely at ye Pharoh table 
at Brook's. Ld. William Gordon lost four thousand 
Pound one night, I should think without ye possi- 
bility of Payment especially as ye World says he is 
to give up his Deputyship of ye Parks to another 
necessitous Personage, Ld. Edward Bentinck. I 
enclose you ye receipt for ye wine which I have 
received here to night. I believe I forgot to tell 
you that Ld. M. and Louisa are gone to Chevening 
for ye Holydays. I quite enjoy ye prospect of a 
fine Easter for all ye Pleasures, and indeed I think 
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I have some private Interest in it now ye Party is 
fix'd for ye Grove. Adieu my Dr. Mother. I am 
charged with a great many kind compts. My 
Brother Chatham talks of writing very soon. Love 
to Mrs. Stapleton. — Ever yours most Dutifully 
and Affectly, H. Pitt. 

The preceding letter is the last one in the collection 
\vritten by Lady Harriot before her marriage. She was 
married on the 21st of September, and doubtless spent 
most of the summer with Lady Chatham at Burton 
Pynsent. After their marriage Lady Harriot and her 
husband took a house at Putney, but they do not appear to 
have been much at their new home during the first few 
months of their married life, and the majority of the 
remaining letters are written from Downing Street, where 
Lady Harriot generally acted as hostess for her brother. 



Downing Street, Nov. ye 10th [1785]. 

My dearest Mother, — I must begin by teUing 
you that Yesterday''s Feast and Expedition tum'd 
out quite as well as one could expect. William and 
ye Duke of Richmond went together. They met 
with some rough compliments from ye Mob, and had 
ye glass of their Carriage broke in going but neither 
of them were ye least hurt from it. Most of ye 
Officers of State were there, and ye Attorney 
General says that it was very well taken by ye 
City that William went — so that is all very well. 
The Late Ld. Mayor (Mr. Alderman Clarke) brought 
him home ; He has conducted himself very well in 
ye late meetings. The Mob were none beyond ye 
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rank of Apprentices as my Brother says, which I 
think it necessary to quote from his Authority lest 
you might doubt my Veracity upon that subject. We 
got to Town to Dinner yesterday and in ye Evening 
we were agreably surprised by a visit from Mr. 
Wilberforce who is come home remarkably well. 
The Attorney Genl. made us also a visit which I 
was glad of as he came away early from ye City. I 
am just found in ye Act of writing by a Letter from 
Mrs. Stapleton which increases my Vexation about 
ye Charriot. I learnt from Wilbeir this morning 
that it cannot set out till Friday, though Godsah 
had promised it should be done on Monday. I am 
very much vex'd at it indeed. Pray tell Mrs. 
Stapleton I am particularly obliged to her for ye 
kind Details she gives me about you which is ye 
most interesting to me. As to ye rest I do not 
understand a word about Polite or Attention — nor 
about M. E. which I at first took to be Mr. Eliot, 
and afterwards discover'd to be Mount Edgecombe. 
I cannot say how ye disappointment of ye Charriot 
dwells upon my Mind. I am extremely concern'd 
for our Poor Friend Addington and will write. 
William is going to Holly Wood ^ to day. He 
returns to morrow. We stay till Saturday to meet 
him. 

This is more than One Line, and all I have now to 
say. Pray tell Mrs. S. to persuade herself that I 
am better pleased with Long Letters from her than 
Short, but that what I meant was, that if she would 

1 The house in Kent near his old home Hayes which Mr. Pitt had 
recently purchased. 
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be punctual in writing me an account of you, I did 
not want to take up her time with any thing else. 
I must not forget to say, that I have had a letter 
from Mr. Wilson in a very good humour'd style and 
perfectly reconciled especially as ye Queen had told 
him where I was.— Ever my Dearest Mother, with 
every most anxious wish, most dut. and affect., 
Yours, H. Eliot. 

I must tell you that we left Mr, Pratt at Brighton 
making love to Miss Molesworth. We are all sorry 
for him. It is a bad Connexion. 

Mr. Eliot desires his kindest Love, and Compts. 
to Mrs. S. I hope you have not a Fog because 
then you will be quite shut up, which will be a sad 
thing, as I think ye motion of a carriage would do 
good to your stomach, I trust to Mrs. S. for another 
account very soon, I hope in God it will be a better, 
for I don't like your feeling any thing amiss in 
your stomach. 



Downing Street, Nov. ye 17th [1785]. 

My dearest Mother, — This is a Busy day with 
me, but I must write you a Line to give you ye 
Earliest information of Mr, Pratt's marriage which 
was announced in proper form by ye Family yester- 
day, I think that h^ Camden wiU be very happy 
to see his Son Establish'd. It was ann'd only 
yesterday, so that I have not seen any part of ye 
Family since. I shall be truly glad if it does, and 
from L<i Camden's manner of mentioning it to 
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William I shoud think L<i Camden had no objec- 
tion to ye Lady or at least not enough to counter- 
balance his Son's inclinations. His Acquaintance 
with ye Lady I think has been but short not more 
than three weeks — ^but I hope (notwithstanding that 
Mrs. Stapleton's Opinion is very different from 
mine) that it may turn out to his happiness, which I 
think he very much deserves. Adieu. I must not 
say a word more except that I am excessively 
obliged to Mrs. Stapleton and that her two Last 
Letters made [me] excessively happy. Lady Syd. 
is not well enough to present me from Circumstances 
that will happen at her time of Life. Lady Howe [?] 
out of Town : so that it falls to Mrs. Hamilton's 
Lot. Ever yours most Dutifully and Affect., 

H. Eliot. 

Dress what I am sure you must admire. 



Putney Heath, Nov. ye 21st. [?] 

My dearest Mother, — I wish'd very much to 
have wrote to you on Saturday to tell you ye news 
of Thursday and still more to have thank'd you for 
ye very kind delightful Letter I had from you, 
which was particularly welcome to me, as I was 
almost afraid from Mrs. S. Letter some Little time 
ago that you had thought me rather ill. I do 
assure you I did not in ye Least think it extra- 
ordinary that you did not write to me for I know 
so well that you would if you coud that when you 
do not I hope and think you are taking Care of 
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yourself, which is ye first thing. Pray give my 
kindest love to Mrs. S. and don't let her think that 
I owe her any grudge for hindering you from 
writing, as I beg'd her to do it when ever she coud. 
I hope you will like ye Charriot when it arrives and 
get some good drives in it, but now our Weather is 
mild enough for ye Little Chaise again. It was 
quite an unexpected happiness to me when I found 
from Mrs. Stapleton that you had got out in it 
again. I must begin now and tell you my successes 
and Honors of Thursday. The reception we had 
was particularly flattering and gracious from both 
their Majesties. The King talk'd to me for near a 
Quarter of an hour, and ask'd me a great many 
Questions about our Journey and my New Relations, 
and he told me, It could be nothing hut money, but 
that I was in great Favour now. I could not 
imagine how he knew that, but I understood it in 
ye Evening from ye Queen who told me ye same 
thing and said further that Ld. Eliot had wrote 
a Letter full of my Commendations to Mrs. Bonfoy 
(his Sister in Ireland) which ye Queen knew from 
Mrs. Goldsworthy. I believe myself that it was 
Lady Eliot that wrote because we heard she had 
wrote to Mrs. Bonfoy. The Queen was very 
gracious to me in ye Drawing Room, and said some 
thing very kind and gracious to me when I was 
presented to her. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton and 
Mr. J. Eliot who was with us were also noticed with 
a mark of Civility. The Princesses seem'd really 
rejoiced to see me. I was sent for in ye Evening. 
The Princess Royal told me that ye Queen hoped I 
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would talk more to her, and when she came and set 
by me she talk'd a great deal and very easily and 
agreably, so I obey'd her Commands and talk'd ye 
more easily to her. They both enquired very 
particularly after you, and after Mrs. Stapleton. 
The White Gorss succeeded admirably. It was 
really remarkably handsome and was very much 
admired. The Drawing Room was so formal and 
so much as a Drawing room ought to be that it was 
remarkably conspicuous. I got through it much 
better than I expected, for I had not been very 
stout ; but I am much better since, and feel it quite 
a weight off my mind. I have been taking a little 
Bark and a little Contrievor which within these two 
or three days has done me a great deal of Good. 
I daresay I wanted it after ye circumstance of 
ye Summer. We return'd here on Saturday, and 
have got through a great deal of our Household 
Business and got our things about us more than 
we had. Mr. Eliot has made a new Purchase of 
a very fine Dashing Grey Horse which in Spirit and 
way of going is very Like poor old Grey Bromley. 
Indeed I think he is rather too Like him in dis- 
position as he appears to be very Inquiet. We have 
promised to go to Holly wood on Friday, where I 
believe we shall stay till Wednesday — when we must 
all be in Town for ye Levee, and ye next day for 
ye Drawing room. After that we hope to be here 
without Interruptions though I am afraid we must 
pay our Friends at ye Grove ye Compliment of 
making them a short visit, and I don't much think 
we shall escape Hampstead and ye Hamiltons. 
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We quite grudge ye Leaving Home as we have 
hardly been at it since we have had it. WiUiam 
is vastly well, and I think very Lucky in having 
a small House that will not allow of many Visitors. 
Before we left London we made Poor Pam ex- 
tremely happy. Mr. Eliot was so good as to go 
with me to see her which was very kind in him and 
made her very happy. She was much pleased with 
your kindness but does not want any money 
advanced. She is to get into her House before 
Lady Day. Lipscom has taken the whole House 
and there is an old Servant of Mr. Ranby's who 
has taken ye second floor of her. So that I think 
they will be very Comfortable. William has seen 
Greenland and he protests he is so puzzling that he 
has puzzled him. Greenland insists ye Executors 
account was never pass'd, and does not know how 
to settle ye Interests. I understood WUUam that 
he had settled in consequence that we should take 
ye Principal and Leave ye Interest to be discuss'd 
afterwards. This is all I know. I thank ye for 
your account of my Brother and Lady Chatham. 
I have heard once from him. Adieu now. I had 
forgot your Question about ye Camelfords. All 
we heard of them while we were in that Country 
was that he had had ye Gout. There is a Blue 
Ribband vacant. Whether it will fall to ye lot 
of any Subject I do not know. The Duke of Dorset 
wishes to have it, but I believe does not much think 
it will fall to his Share. It will go to ye Marquis,'^ 

' Probably Earl Temple, who had recently been created Marquis of 
Buckingham. 
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if it is not given to ye Prince. It is said that ye 
marriage between Ld. Strathavon and Lady Caroline 
Spencer is broke off, not much to ye Credit of ye 
Lady if it be true. I hope Miss Molesworth will 
not follow her example. I think with you that it is 
a sad Connexion. Adieu really now. I hope Mrs. 
S. care of you has answer'd. Mr. Eliot's kind Love. 
—Ever my Dearest Mother, yours most Dutifully 
and most Affect., Harriot Eliot. 

We cannot frank as ye Attorney Gen. will not 
let us. 

Lady Harriot's next two letters refer to her mother's 
financial difficulties. In the spring of the previous year. 
Lady Chatham was much worried with regard to money 
matters, and contemplated making considerable reductions 
in her establishment at Burton Pynsent. Her difficulties 
appear to have been mainly due to the dilatory and un- 
satisfactory manner in which her pension was paid.^ 
Nominally, she was entitled to an annual sum of £3000, 
charged on the West India revenues. In reality, however, 
she only received about £2000 a year, as various fees and 
other duties had to be paid upon the pension, and even this 
sum was always in arrear owing to the fact that there 
was a prior charge upon the fund out of which it was paid.^ 

In May 1784, Mr. Pitt, after talking matters over with 
Lady Harriot, wrote to his mother assuring her that 

' This was the pension which, together with a peerage for his wife, 
the king had bestowed upon William Pitt, the elder, after he had resigned 
office in 1761 — acoup de parti which for a time accomplished its object by 
alienating popular sympathy from the great minister. The pension was 
granted to Mr. Pitt for his own life and for the lives of his wife and 
eldest son. 

^ For details respecting the pension and the charges upon it, see The 
Life of the Earl of Chatham, by Basil Williams, vol ii. p. 284. 
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application should be made to Parliament for permission 
to transfer the charge upon the West India revenues to 
the general fund of the revenue of the Customs. He hoped 
by this plan to secure a more speedy payment of Lady 
C'hatham's pension, and, until this arrangement could be 
effected, he begged his mother to accept his assistance. 
' The income of the Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer together will really furnish more than my 
expenses can require, and I hope I need not say the surplus 
will give me more satisfaction than all the rest if it can 
contribute to diminish embarrassment where least of all 
any ought, I am sure, to subsist.' ^ 

During the course of the session of 1785 Mr. Pitt suc- 
ceeded in making what he considered to be a satisfactory 
arrangement with regard to his mother's annuity, and wrote 
to tell Lady Chatham that the arrears which were due to 
her would be paid within a few weeks, and that she might 
count upon punctual payment in the future.^ Apparently, 
however. Lady Chatham was still worried about her 
financial position, an overdraft at her bank for £700 
causing her the greatest uneasiness. In the following 
letters Lady Harriot endeavours to comfort her mother, 
and it was no doubt by her request that Mr. Pitt wrote to 
Lady Chatham the same day assuring her that she had 
no cause for anxiety, and promising to arrange matters 
with Mr. Coutts, her banker.^ 



Downing Street, Dec. ye 1st [1785]. 

My dearest Mother,— The Painful Part of 
your Letter to me was to see by it how much ye 

' Mr. Pitt to Lady Chatham, 29th of May 1784. 
2 Ibid., 14th of June 1785. 
= Ihid., 1st of December 1785. 
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unwelcome and unexpected state of your accounts 
had affected you. I am most truly afflicted at it 
because I was in hopes that at Last you was going 
to enjoy in some Degree what was so justly Due to 
you a long Long while. I am in great hopes that 
it may have struck you at first stronger than it 
really is — as ye disappointment must have been so 
great, and that your accounts must be rather com- 
plicated. You know there was £400 stated of 
Interest of mine, and which we thought was yours, 
and besides great Pt. of ye Interest upon Hayes is I 
conclude to be paid back to you. As ye whole Int. 
as far as it can is to be paid up upon our Fortunes 
and we to pay it back to those who paid it us, 
which perhaps you have not had ye means of 
calculating exactly. Your Distress upon it makes 
me very anxious, and I cannot get out of my Head 
for a moment ye idea of your setting thinking of 
this Distressing Subject which your own kindness 
and sensibility will make still greater. I most 
heartily wish we were with you, and I turn'd very 
much in my mind ye coming Down to you immedi- 
ately. But William says he will contrive to do so 
if it does not turn out more Comfortable to your 
Feelings, and he will write to you to day. As to 
what you so kindly say upon our Subject, I am sure 
after all your Goodness, I should not be fit to live if 
I thought of any thing upon this occasion but of 
ye Distress you feel ; and indeed I do not ; and if I 
could know that you felt it less now, and was pretty 
well I should feel quite happy. I assure you 
Mr. Eliot is extremely concem'd that you feel so 
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uncomfortable and begs you to accept his kindest 
Love. I should say of him that he grows more and 
more amiable and Affectionate every day if that 
was possible. I am sure you will have been pleased 
with his visiting Poor Old Pam. It shows his 
Good Nature, and he behaved very kindly and Good 
humourdly to her. I wish I knew how you did. 

I assure you we have saved very much in ye time 
upon our Calculations. I don't say this to set you 
at ease about us but it is really true. I enclose you 
a letter that I have just received from Cornwall in 
which you will see I have made a great Conversion. 
They have wrote in ye same style to other People 
upon my Subject which I am glad of. We were to 
have gone to ye Drawing Room to day, but it is 
adjourn' d for a Week on account of ye Death of ye 
Queen's Brother. — I very anxiously hope to have 
better news from you, my Dearest Mother, and am 
very glad you have got your Chariot. I hope you 
will go out in it. I will finish now for we ride to 
Putney and I will not make it Late. With Every 
most Affectionate Thought and Wish, ever My 
Dearest Mother, Most Dutifully and Affectionately 
Yours, Harriot Eliot. 

You said you would not trust to my Coming in 
Jan., but I assure you I certainly shall. We have 
taUc'd of it very often, and it is quite certain. 

Putney Heath, Thursday, 
Dec. 15 [1785]. 

My dearest Mother, — It was a great happiness 
and Comfort to me to receive a Letter from you, 
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though in one unfortunate aspect, it was very 
different from my anxious wishes. I cannot bear 
that you who have done, as you very well know, 
Every thing for your Family should be reflecting 
upon yourself in any Degree upon ye present State 
of your Affairs which ye Circumstances have 
brought so, and Indeed I do most earnestly hope, 
whatever ye extent of ye Embarrassment may be, 
that you will not think of it in ye way you do at 
present, or let any Ideas which certainly proceed 
only from your own over Sensibility prey upon 
your mind ; and I am sure, when you think and 
go back, you must feel that we all owe, besides all 
your very great kindness and tender Care, every 
part of ye High Situation we now stand in and every 
other advantage totally to you. I am sure you must 
feel that this is true, and therefore I do hope that 
you will think of that, and not at all think of other 
things in a way to oppress your Spirits, for I am 
sure as to ye real actual Grievance (though it is 
impossible not to feel it as a very disappointing 
and Uncomfortable Circumstance) yet I am sure 
it would not affect you in ye way it does taken 
simply by its self. I have not ask'd you ye particu- 
lars because I think it is making you write upon an 
Uncomfortable Subject, and that you may have 
done so to William, since I saw him. I shall see 
him in a day or two again soon. Perhaps to 
morrow, but Saturday certainly, as we go to Town 
to hold a Large Play Party, in order to see Mrs. 
Abingdon act Beatrice in Much Ado About Nothing, 
and partly for ye sake of bringing together a Large 
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Party of amusement. I have just had a Letter from 
Mrs. Golsworthy to whom I wrote an Enquiry after 
Princess Elizabeth which appears to have been very 
well taken. The Letter which you are in possession 
of you are Welcome to keep as Long as You please. 
I might as well have said first that ye Princess is 
vastly better. I am very glad to hear so good an 
account of Mrs. Hood. I have been very Lazy in 
writing to ye Hunting Party and have not heard 
from them for some time. The Sydney s hear con- 
stantly so that I know how they do. I shall finish 
now My Dearest Mother, but cannot help telling 
you how much I should Like to advance this month 
to Janr. I hope you will consider what I say in my 
Letter which I am sure you must know My Dearest 
Mother is really no more than ye Absolute Truth, 
and make yourself Less Anxious, and then with ye 
good Account you give of Warren's last prescription 
I shall feel much more happy. I sent your Letter 
to WiUiam by Mr. Wilson, who made us one day's 
Visit and went on to do ye same at Holy wood Hill. 
He look'd extremely well and enquired very much 
after you, and I was very glad to see him after ye 
Affront which he had thought I had given him 
very well pleased and very Comfortable.— Adieu 
now my Dearest Mother, and believe me with 
Every most Affectionate and Anxious Thought 
most Dutifully yours, 

H. Eliot. 

Mr. Eliot's kindest Love.— Love to Mrs. S. 
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Downing Street, Thursday 
Dec. ye 22d[l785]. 

My dearest Mother,— Most truly did I rejoice 
in your kind Dear Letter which gives me more 
Comfort than I can express to you. It is impossible 
for me to say how much I feel all ye kind things you 
say to me, and your having in some degree made 
up your mind (though not quite in ye way I wish, as 
you still tax your self with inattention) does indeed 
give me more Comfort than I can express. I 
cannot write so long as Letter as I intended, for I 
have had my time taken up unexpectedly here by 
a Number of People coming in. I came up to 
accompany Mr. Eliot, who expected a Bd. of 
Treasury, but there is none. Mr. Eliot's Horse fell 
with him Yesterday, and he has hurt his knee so 
as to very Lame with it, but thank God there is no 
material Hurt as he did not get any blow upon ye 
Head. I was a good deal frightened as I saw his 
Horse coming home with out him, but I ran up to 
his room directly and found him there washing his 
knee. I am not at all ye worse for my fright, and 
to make you compleatly easy I must tell you that 
ye Horse is to be sold directly. — I have not been 
able to see William, and am not quite sure now 
when I shall, as there is no Dr. Room against 
New Year's day, so that I don't know what his 
arrangements will be. I must finish now which I 
do very reluctantly, for I have not said half enough 
upon ye Subject of what I feel from your kind 
Letter ; I don't like to mention one thing to you of 
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that Odious thing Money now, but We wish to 
follow William's example and to get that part of 
ye Principal of our Fortune which is upon Hayes. 
I did mention it before I believe, and I only mention 
it again now because it will be necessary for you 
and Ld. Camden to sign ye Draft which Greenland 
wiU send to you. Adieu now, my Dearest Mother, 
and ever with every most Affectionate thought 
Most Dut. yours, H. Eliot. 

Mr. Eliot's kind Love. I have seen Pam, but did 
not find that she wanted me to say any thing. She 
seem'd well for her. Poor Getwell (?) has lost her 
Daughter Crofts (?) in laying-In. 

[London, 11 February 1786]. 

[Beginning missing]. 

You will think I am grown a very good Minister's 
Sister when I teU you that I am impatient to get 
back to Court again — ^and that I was sorry not to 
go to ye Birth day, though I was not ye least fit 
for it. It is not to be imagined how many Com- 
panions I have. I hear Mrs. Neville and Lady 
Fortescue both are in my Situation but with much 
less Sickness, and so is Lady Graham, and Mrs. 
Steele. — Poor little Mrs. North is absolutely not able 
to go down Stairs, and Lady Elisabeth York who 
lays in next Month has never been off her Couch 
ye whole time and was carried up and down Stairs, 
so that I think I am better than some, the worse 
than others, and happier I believe than Any. My 
being so much hors de Combat has kept me from 
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making any further acquaintance with my 
Admiralty Vis a Vis Mrs. Pratt. We have shewn 
one another a great deal of Bonne Volonte, but I 
have not been able to get any further, but I hope 
to be well enough to receive her at Dinner in ye 
Course of next Week. We have had a thousand 
Invitations for Dinners and Assemblies particularly 
from Lady Salisbury, whose civilities, however, 
tho' very well at present, are known ye value of. I 
think the Lucans are satisfied with their first 
Desperate attacks, and don't think I shall answer 
as an Intimate acquaintance which I am glad of. 
I think I mentioned to you that as soon as I am 
forth Coming We are to give ye World some Parties, 
which I think wiU have a very good effect. Mrs. S. 
may perhaps have heard from some of her Corre- 
spondents of a marriage between Mr. Edgecumbe 
and Miss L. Howe. It is not true. I almost wish 
it was, for ye sake of future neighbourhood : but I 
think ye risk too great as he is too young to marry, 
and so is she. I have not said any thing to you of 
ye Birth day, as I intend to ask Georgiana to write 
an account to Mrs. S. I hear from all Quarters that 
she look'd uncommonly well and was very weU 
dress'd, which was ye result of her own Industry. 
The Birth day was uncommonly well attended. 
The Princess M. ask'd after me from Everybody 
that knew me ; sent me ye most gracious Messages. 
You tax us all with telling you no news, and I wiU 
tell you a very current Report in ye World, which, 
however, is all I state it as. You will Perhaps have 
heard Ld. Nugent has openly declared himself a 
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Roman Catholick (which is certainly ye only 
Religion fit for him), but whether in Consequence of 
that, or of its being so, The World are pleased to say 
ye same of his Daughter, and add that she has taken 
a Roman Catholick Priest into ye House. — I should 
think ye Report not very agreable to A. B. The 
Chit Chat World are entirely occupied with ye 
Prince of Wales and Mrs. Fitzherbert. It is said 
that ye Ceremony has been read by a R.C. Priest, 
which I suppose settles all difficulties and ye Ladies 
delicate Conscience.^ It is matter of Wonder 
■whether ye World will visit her or not. I think all 
ye Prince's Party will ; but all our side will be 
out of ye Temptation. I hear Lady Derby ^ (who 
has got about again much more than she ought, 
questions ' Whether it will be proper for her to 
visit her.' I dare say she will make an attempt 
to visit me, Lady D. I mean, as I hear she has 
done some other People who have not returned 
her Card, which will be ye part I shall take. I 
shall be obliged to finish now as I am very apt 
to have a Giddiness in my Head (which comes only 
from Indigestion), but as this was such a good 
day (and I don't know when I may have such 
another), I coud not help writing a Long Letter. If 
I hear ye result of Ld. Camelford's Business I will 
let you know, and I probably shall. I dare say the 

' Mrs. Fitzherbert was married to the Prince of Wales on the 21st of 
December 178.0. 

2 This was the first wife of the twelfth Earl of Derby. She was a 
daughter of the sixth Duke of Hamilton by Elizabeth, daughter of John 
(lunniiig. She died in 17il7 after 'having long been separated from her 
husband.' 

I ^2 



LADY HARRIOT ELIOT 

Crichel (?) Duet knew nothing of it.— You will 
wonder I did not mention in my last, Mrs. 
Stapleton's kind and satisfactory Letter to 
Georgiana, but I did not get it till after I had 
wrote. Greenland's Business is to be settled to day, 
which you will hear of from my Brother Chatham. 
Adieu now, My Dearest Mother, and Ever with 
every most affectionate Wish most Dutifully yours, 

H. Eliot. 

Almost the first business of any importance in the House 
of Commons in the session which began on the 24th of 
January 1786 was the scheme put forward by the Govern- 
ment for the strengthening of the fortifications at Plymouth 
and Portsmouth. Upon more than one occasion during 
the course of the war that had so recently been concluded 
the ill-defended condition of these two important dockyards 
had been a source of real danger to the country, but, as is 
usual in England, no sooner was the danger over than it 
was forgotten, and the Commons, when called upon by 
Mr. Pitt to find the money necessary for re-fortifying the 
two great naval arsenals, showed their usual disinclination 
to sanction such expenditure. The Opposition inveighed 
against a scheme which, by converting Plymouth and 
Portsmouth into impregnable fortresses, they maintained 
would enable an ambitious king to subvert the liberties 
of the people. Whether it was owing to this somewhat 
out-of-date argument put forward with all the eloquence 
of which Mr. Sheridan was capable, or to some more 
tangible objection to the proposed scheme, it is clear 
that many of Mr. Pitt's usual supporters amongst the 
country gentlemen, as Lady Harriot remarks in her letter, 
must have voted against him, as the division resulted 
in a tie, 169 votes on each side, and the Government 
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were defeated by the casting vote of Mr. Speaker 
Cornwall.^ 

This defeat, following upon his failure in the previous year 
to carry through his policy with regard to Ireland, caused 
Mr. Pitt considerable annoyance. It is evident that he 
had not succeeded, up to this date at any rate, in obtaining 
a sufficient hold over his followers in the House of Commons 
to secure their whole-hearted support. Mr. Pitt did not 
possess the magic art of his great rival, Mr. Fox, in winning 
men's affection. He did not make friends, as Mr. Wilber- 
force observed in his diary at the time when the Irish 
Resolutions were being criticised in the House of Commons, 
and he was always so much occupied with his work that 
he appears to have forgotten that the leader of a political 
party, at any rate at the beginning of his career, cannot 
afford to treat his supporters with neglect. It is clear, 
however, from what Lady Harriot says in the following 
letter, that Lady Chatham, with her vast experience of 
the world of politics, had already noticed the mistake that 
her son was making in paying so little attention to his social 
obligations and the assemblies at Downing Street, to which 
Lady Harriot alludes were due to Lady Chatham's 
suggestions. 

London, Feb. ye 28th [J786]. 

My dearest Mother, — Your last kind Letter 
was a great joy to me. Georgiana and I both think 
that some of your Letters must have lost their 
way, as she has not heard from Mrs. Stapleton a 

' Referring to this division in a letter to Mr. Beresford, Mr. Eden 
observes, ' After all, it proves what I have said to you, that it is a very 
loose Parliament, and that Government has not a decisive hold of it upon 
any material question.' — Rererford Correspondence, vol. i. p. 302. See 
Lord Stanhope's Life of Williuni Pitt, vol. i. p. 288. 
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great while ; and you will have seen from my last 
that I had not in any way heard, so that I was, I 
must own, thoroughly anxious. However, your 
welcome Letter has removed all that, and I meant 
to have told you so yesterday, but I was not equal 
to writing. The Days of my Beauty, which you 
have heard of, were indeed very short ; and since, I 
have been sicker and more compleatly out of ye 
Question than ever, which in ye midst of a thousand 
offer'd Engagements I begin to be rather tired of. 
However, in so good a Cause I must bear it with 
Patience, and consider how many regrets and 
wishes I hear from those who have not been in ye 
Circumstance. — By this time I think you have 
certainly received a more ample letter from my 
Brother Chatham, as he stated it all to me the night 
before he went and told me he was going to write, 
which made me not write as he knew more of ye 
matter than I did. 

What you say about your Chariot hurts me 
extremely, nor can I think that by depriving your 
self of all these Little Conveniences there woud 
be much gain'd, and a great deal woud have been 
lost, as you own you have been benefitted by it. 
I am sure I thought of you all Yesterday, for we had 
such a fall of Snow that we are got back to ye Dead 
of Winter again. The House of Commons sat till 
eight o'clock this morning upon ye Question of ye 
Fortifying Plimouth and Portsmouth, which we 
Lost, ye Speaker giving ye casting Vote against us. 
This is all I know, as I woud not keep Mr. Eliot 
awake. He will not be ye better I am afraid for 
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this Late attendance, as it never agrees well with 
him ; but he is otherwise I think in very good 
Looks and quite recover'd. He said William was 
less tired than Usual, tho' (as I heard last night 
while ye House was setting) He spoke at ye 
beginning of ye Day two Hours and a half. Barre 
made a very violent speech against ye Question. 
The Opposition brought up all their Forces, but 
they are not very considerable ; and ye Question 
was lost by ye disinclination of ye Covintry Gentle- 
men, particularly of all ye Western Gentlemen, in 
which I do not include however ye Lds. of ye 
Treasury. Our well Beloved Cousin Ld. Westcote 
was among ye fresh Forces of ye Opposition. It is 
amazing the Sort of Lies one hears told. You wiU 
think this an odd remark perhaps, but not when I 
tell you my Story.— Lady Sommers told me ye other 
day that Ld. Westcote was going Ambassador to 
Spain. That Ld. Camelford had applied for it for 
him without his knowledge (thinking it good for him 
to change the scene), and that Mr. Pitt had promised 
it— and all this Mr. Cowper, whom I dare say you 
remember at Ld. Camelford's, told her.— I am sure 
you will think it a good story with all these 
Authorities too.— I must tell you too while I think 
of it that Mr. E. is next to sure that your Sherborne 
News must be in ye same Style. But nobody is 
likely to know from ye Person in Question, as he 
never communicates upon any subject with any 
Body. We hear from I-ady E. or Miss E. pretty 
often, and always very much in ye same style as 
that Letter I sent you. I am much afraid that I 
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shall not get back to my Duty at Court for a great 
while. I may perhaps ye middle of March, but I 
don't count upon it for fear of Disappointments. 
I am sorry My Ambiguous Phrase made you believe 
we thought of Balls. I don't think indeed they 
woud at all answer. My Brother's idea was to 
have three or four or more Assemblies to take in 
every Body, which I own myself I shoud think woud 
be very acceptable and ye Young World are very 
desirous of it. The Trouble one must not count 
against ye Propriety of it, and ye expence will be 
small. — I hope you will like this Plan, and indeed 
I beUeve your having said so much about ye 
tristesse of our Administration made my Brother 
think of it. — I did not say any thing about William's 
Face because I was for some time in ye idea that 
what is to be done to it woud have been done before 
now, and that I might have had ye pleasure of 
telling you the swelling was quite removed when I 
mention'd the Subject. He saw Sharp immedi- 
ately after my coming to Town, who gives a great 
deal of Comfort as to its being finally cured, and 
having nothing to do with his Constitution ; But 
he thinks it will be necessary to open it, which he 
says wlU not be attended with much pain. Sharp 
is ye most Humane and ye Fairest Man living, so 
that I am absolutely certain he woud not deceive 
me, especially as he did not know my Situation, 
which gives me great Comfort ; But, as it made a 
Deep Impression upon me for some days (though 
I always knew from ye Little one He had at 
Cambridge what it must come to), I did not like to 
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AVrite to you about it. I had a great deal of Con- 
versation with Sharp some few days afterwards, 
as I shoud not otherwise have been easy, and it was 
Sharp's Choice to delay it, as he wish'd to be certain 
of a few days, or a week's Quiet from speaking in 
ye House. I ask'd him whether it woud at all 
increase ye Pain of Opening it by Delaying it ; and 
He assured me not, and that even shoud it break 
of its own accord there woud be a little oozing 
perhaps which woud heal up immediately, and 
not be of ye least further Consequence as to its 
being open'd. So I have now made my mind to 
it as well as I can (which sounds as if it was a much 
worse thing than it is), but ye truth is, that ye idea 
of even bleeding being unpleasant to me more than 
in Common sense it ought, this is still more so. 
However, I shoud not be the Least happy if I was 
not sure that I shall take care that no proper 
opportunity shall be lost for want of its being 
stated, which I am sure Mr. Ehot will watch as 
anxiously as I coud, and all I shall avoid is knowing 
ye exact day, and I shall put it out of my mind as 
much as possible, knowing that it cannot take place 
till after Pt. is up. And I hope most earnestly 
that you will find as much satisfaction as you ex- 
pected from this account. I begin now to feel that 
I am writing a long Letter, but I must not forget 
to tell you that I have examined Wilbeir about ye 
Price of Meat, which is Beef, Mutton and Veal ye 
best at 5'i per Pound. Some at 4<ii but not ye 
best. However, Veal with you shoud not bear 
any Proportion to London Price I shoud think. 
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Will you Let me plague you with a sort of Com- 
mission which I have very much at heart. It is 
to try to tempt Mrs. Betty Sautil from her Husband 
to come and Live with me as Cook. It woud be 
a great Comfort and Advantage to have her, and 
as her Money was declining when I was at Burton, 
I think she may by some means or other be tempted 
to resume her former Capacity. Her Child, if she 
has not pinch'd it to Death, I woud put out. I 
have given Campion's Letter to Dr. Pretyman and 
desired him to mention ye Subject to William at ye 
best time he coud. But ye Distress about Church 
Preferment is great, and does not admit of an 
explanation in this manner. I have said all now 
I think, and shall betake me to my lunch. I am 
quite Proud of this Long Letter. I coud not have 
wrote a Line yesterday. — ^Adieu, with Every most 
affectionate wish from me and your son Edward, 
your Dut., H. Eliot. 

Lady Harriot's next letter refers in terms of justifiable 
enthusiasm to the great speech in which Mr. Pitt ex- 
plained to the House of Commons his famous scheme for 
the establishment of an inalienable Sinking Fund. It is 
interesting to know, upon the authority of Bishop Tomline, 
that Lady Harriot was with her brother until a few minutes 
before he delivered this speech. ' Mr. Pitt passed the 
morning of this day (the 29th of March) in providing the 
calculations which he had to state, and in examining 
the Resolutions which he had to move ; and at last he 
said that he would go and take a short walk by himself, 
that he might arrange in his mind what he had to say 
in the House. He returned in a quarter of an hour, and 
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told me he believed he was prepared. After dressing him- 
self, he ordered dinner to be sent up ; and learning at that 
moment that his sister (who was then living in the house 
with him) and a lady with her were going to dine at the 
same early hour, he desired that their dinner might be sent 
up with his, and that they might dine together. He 
passed nearly an hour with these ladies, and several friends 
who called in their way to the House, talking with his usual 
liveliness and gaiety, as if having nothing upon his mind. 
He then went immediately to the House of Commons, and 
made this ' elaborate and far-extended speech,' as Mr. Fox 
called it, without one omission or error.' 

Downing Street 
March ye 30th [1786]. 

My dearest Mother,— I cannot think of not 
writing a Line to day to tell you that there never 
was so glorious and triumphant a Day as Yesterday. 
^Villiam's Speech was received with the greatest 
Satisfaction and Admuration. He spoke near three 
Hours. The Opposition had bluster'd extremely in 
ye morning, and had really imagined that ye effect 
of ye Measure would not take place these four years 
so that my Brother's Speech entirely knock'd them 
down, and ye Leaders were reluctant to set up Sir 
Grey Cooper till they coud think of some thing to 
say in which they [did] not succeed very well.— I 
think this great Plan ye most Glorious circumstance 
of my Brother's Administration, and if any thing 
can be astonishing in him, this is so. I have not 
seen him this morning but I hear he is very well.— 
My Brother Chatham comes to Town to day. The 
India Bill is to be debated to morrow in ye House 
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of L<is. I am rather better, gaining ground since 
Last Week— and hope to write a Long Letter next 
week. Mr. EUot has got a very bad Cold and Cough 
which makes me rather anxious, but I think it is 
rather better to day. I have got my Old Complaint 
of Darklings before my Eyes, so I won't, indeed 
cannot, write any more. I have had no improper 
feels or symptoms in ye important Article, so I 
must not mind ye rest, though I really have suffer' d 
a good Deal from ye Complaint in my Stomach and 
Indigestion, besides ye common Sickness. How- 
ever I am getting better now. Kind Love to Mrs. 
S. and Ever My Dearest Mother, with most Anxious 
and Affectionate Wishes to you, your Most Dutiful, 

H, Eliot. 

I saw Louisa a few days ago, and she said Lady 
Stanhope continued but very indifferent. I be- 
lieve they go down to her at Easter. 

[Loose half-sheet. Undated : probably written 
early in April 1786]. 

I HEARD yesterday that he took it in Great 
Dudgeon.^ I have seen Louisa lately who is as 
good humoured as ever. They are going to 
Chevening. Poor Lady Stanhope has not form'd 
any plan. I should think she would find remain- 
ing at Chevening uncomfortable. I do very well 
here, as Mrs. Hamilton is in a situation herself to 

1 Lady Harriot is referring to her brother-in-law Lord Stanhope, 
whose violent opposition to Mr. Pitt's financial proposals caused a certain 
amount of annoyance in the family. See Lady Harriot's letter dated the 
27th of April of this year. 
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be careful and they make it as comfortable as they 
possibly can as to Stairs and every thing else. I 
think it probable that Your Blue Ribbon may be 
with you by this time. I shall like to hear how 
your visit passes, as I am afraid ye lively spirits 
of ye Lady may be too much for you, tho' I certainly 
think she will keep them in Bounds with you.— 
Adieu now, My Dearest Mother, and beheve me 
ever your most Dutiful and Affect., 

H. Eliot. 

HoLwooD Hill 
April ye 24th [1786]. 

My dear Mother,— We came here on Friday 
from Putney with ye Dear Ponies, and Every day 
I have had ye pleasure and benefit of Driving 
them. They go now quite like Old Sober Gentle- 
men. I am impatient to see them in their new 
Harness and new Chaise but that we cannot have 
for some Little while. In ye mean time ye Chaise 
we have hired, and ye Harness they came in does 
very well. Coligny (?) assured me we might keep 
ye Harness without any inconvenience till ye new 
is made, when I will send the old with ye Little 
Chaise back by ye waggon. I don't use ye Little 
Chaise and have now fixt upon ye sort of Chaise I 
wish to have, so that I can send it immediately if it 
is in any respect wanted. If not, I will send it with 
ye Harness. I hope Coligny was satisfied with his 
reception. I am sure you would have Laugh'd if 
you had heard him talk to me about my Situation. 
I had got a Cold and Cough when he was with us, 
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but it is quite gone now with being always in ye air. 
I certainly do mend, but it is but slowly and I 
cannot say I arrive at feeling well any part of ye 
day. I shall be very happy when we have got over 
ye Month of May in Town, which I hope will be ye 
utmost of our stay there, as the amusements of 
London are quite Oppressive to me. — And in ye 
Country I do a great deal better. I hope ye first 
Books you desired have reach' d you safe, as I wrote 
in time for them to go by Coligny and he carried ye 
Note to ye Booksellers, but ye others I have been 
disappointed in. However, they will be got to 
day or to morrow and sent immediately with ye 
Addition of Boswell's Tour for Mrs. Stapleton. I 
did not get your Last Letter till Thursday, and ye 
Coachman was gone from us. D^ Pretyman was 
to get ye Charges ^ and send them, but there was 
some Difficulty about those from ye House of 
Commons and those publish' d at Debretts are not 
Entire. D^ Pretyman breakfasted here this morn- 
ing, from whom I learnt that he had not executed 
my commission. When you have got them they 
wiU take you up for some time, and indeed they are 
ye most curious performances, though I don't know 
that they are groundless, that ever were put together. 
It is rather thought that they are not at present in a 
shape and Form which can be taken under ye con- 
sideration of the House, by which means Pt. perhaps 
may not go through ye Business this Sessions. But 
as there is no Decision taken upon it and it is so nice 

' The charges to which Lady Harriot alludes were the charges brought 
against Warren Hastings by Mr. Burke in April of this year. 
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a point, it will I believe be best not to name it to 
any Body. I think your Politicks with ye Great 
Man who means to visit you will be rather Curious. 
I don't know what his private Politicks are, but he 
has never called either upon Mr. Eliot or myself. 
Her Ladyship sent her Name. Afterwards she 
call'd upon me in ye morning and was rejoiced 
to see me ; but I believe I owe'd her visit to her 
being obliged to call upon Lady Stanhope. Mrs. 
Stapleton's Friends that you have had ye pleasure 
of seeing, I shall be extremely happy to see too, and 
will certainly take ye soonest earliest opportunity 
I can of contriving to meet with them. 

We had some Visitors while we were at Putney, 
among others the Hamiltons who came from ye 
Duke of Argyle's at Ealing, where there was a most 
blessed Society consisting of Lady Cecilia Johnson, 
Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Grenville, Lady Derby, and a 
few more curious People. Mrs. Grenville had, I 
fancy, been very chairming charming by ye speeches 
she had made to ye Dutchess at Parting which Mr. 
Hamilton told us, not being acquainted with her 
v^ual Fluency. He told me too that she had spoke 
of me to him in ye highest manner. I will Learn 
when you are to change your Mourning as soon as 
I get to Town. Pam is preparing for her Marybone 
scheme, but she means to be a very long time in 
moving. I offer'd her any assistance, but I believe 
she finds rather some amusement in having it to 
do. I must not forget to tell you that General 
Grenville has absolutely got his Regiment. 
[Unfinished.] 
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Downing Street, April ye 27th [1786]. 

My dear Mother,— When I came to Town I 
found ye Charges not gone from fresh Difficulties 
of Getting ye Right Copies between those and ye 
Clerk of ye House of Commons. I am, they tell 
me, to have them to day. If not, I shall buy those 
Publish'd by Debrett as far as they go, and so send 
them as they go on. I am very sorry for all this 
Delay as I am sure you must be impatient. Your 
Curiosity will have had another Object too if you 
have seen ye Publication Advertised in ye News 
Papers of Ld Stanhope's Observations upon Mr. 
Pitt's Plan of reducing ye National Debt.^ It is 
so extraordinary in Language for a friend and his 
whole Conduct about it has been so much in his 
own extraordinary way, that I am sure you woud 
have been surprised if you had received a Copy from 
ye Author as an Attention. He sent one to me for 
you but I carried it back last night and told 
Louisa to tell him that I certainly woud not send it 
you, and if he took my Advice He certainly woud 
not send it to you. However you shall certainly 
not Lose ye present entirely as I shall send you Mr. 
Eliot's Copy for your Private Edification. Louisa 
told me he intended to have sent me One, but she 
persuaded him that One was enough for Mr. Eliot 
and me both. I am sure Louisa is sorry for it, as 
she seem'd particularly rejoiced to see me, and I 

' Mr. Pitt is said to have endeavciured to prevent the publication of 
this pamphlet. See a letter from Mr. Steven to Mr. Eden of the 28th of 
April 178(1, Journal and Correspondence of Lord Auckland, vol. i. p. 369. 
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staid with her some time. She says Lady Stanhope 
has not taken any resolution yet. She is averse to 
ye idea of Town which I think very natural. 
Hester looks well upon ye whole but stiU has a 
strong Tendency to her Old Complaint, and poor 
Griselda is as bad almost as she ever was. Indeed 
too much cannot be said of Louisa's Kindness and 
Attention to them ^ and I am sure ye chief thing for 
them is constant attention to every trifling circum- 
stance of health. They are to go to ye sea in ye 
Summer. 

I see by ye London glasses that I certainly look'd 
much ye better for ye Country air. Mr. Eliot is 
voted in Supreme Beauty. Indeed he has not 
look'd so well since his accident. I never saw such 
improved Faces as all ye Politicians are come back 
with. It wont Last long though I think.— Mr. 
Hastings is to speak in his Defence on Monday 
and on Tuesday ye Evidence is to be examined.— I 
mean to go to a small Party this Evening, and I 
hope I may go to Court next week, but I must 
consult ye wise man first. — Adieu now My Dearest 
Mother, and Ever Yours most Dutifully and Affec, 

H. Eliot. 

[Undated.] 

My dearest Mother, — We came here on 
Saturday which prevented my acknowledging ye 
receipt of Mrs. Stapleton's Letter for Mrs. Sparry 

1 Lady Harriot's opinion with regard to her nieces' stepmother 
appears to differ from that of the Duchess of Cleveland, who states in her 
Life and Letters of Lady Hester Stanhope that ' the new Lady Mahon did 
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that day, as I had but just time to call upon her 
before I went. I left her in good Spirits and very 
comfortable and very much obliged to you. She 
goes to her new Quarters on Thursday. My 
Brother Chatham came here yesterday and show'd 
me your Letter. He was to write to you to day 
upon ye Subject. I advised him very much to go 
immediately after ye Birthday. He said he woud 
Let you know that it woud interfere with his 
having ye pleasure of staying as Long a time at 
Burton as he wish'd ; but though that is an un- 
comfortable circumstance, yet I think till you have 
all anxiety off your mind you cannot enjoy his 
Company so well, nor can any of us feel at all 
Comfortable till you are so — So that I hope you will 
decide for ye earliest opportunity. And I am sure 
when you have fixt your future measures that there 
need not be any real Distress or inconvenience to 
yourself for there is Money in ye Fund now to pay 
ye Grant for ye whole Year on, so there is a cer- 
tainty of that Income ; and Burton Produce there 
is besides. So that I cannot help hoping and 
indeed being certain that you can make an arrange- 
ment that will make you I trust very comfortable, 
at Least I am sure a thousand times Less anxious 
than you are now. I do regret most excessively 
that I cannot travel. If there was ye Least Chance 
of my being able to do it I certainly woud come 

uot commend herself to her little step-daughters. She was a worthy and 
well-meaning woman ; but, as 1 remember her, stiff and frigid, with a 
chilling, conventional manner. They never became fond of her, and she 
never seems to have gained any influence over them.' 
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down with my Brother for my own Sake as well as 
yours, because it keeps me in a constant anxiety 
to think that you are so uncomfortable ; and if you 
was to encourage me to it I woud certainly tell you 
my Ideas upon it. I think there is nothing in 
reality to make yourself anxious about. There is 
sufficient to pay off Coutts by Degrees. And as to 
all ye rest there is nothing to be done but to settle 
it any way and to make yourself quite comfortable 
upon that Subject ; and indeed I must do my 
Brothers ye justice to say, as I know they wont do 
it half to themselves (as they cannot write often) 
that it is impossible for them to think about every 
thing that relates to you with more Affection and 
Anxiety. My Brother Chatham talks to me always 

about it. As to myself My Dearest 

[Unfinished.j 

The two remaining letters are merely short notes, but 
both of them show the affection and thoughtfulness which 
Lady Harriot had for her mother. They were both 
written from London, but there was an interval of two 
months between them during which time the Eliots were 
probably mainly at their home in Putney. 

London, May ye Twenty Ninth, 1786. 

Dear Mother,— I will not say any thing, but 
that my taking ye Resolution to write ye last Letter 
I did was one of ye strongest marks of Affection I 
coud then give, for I was afraid that you might not 
Like it, and yet I thought that you woud only be 
more embarrass'd bye and bye if I did not say what 
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I did. — I am rather better again. I dont think I 
shall be otherwise than in this alternate kind of State 
till I am brought to bed. Afterwards I look for- 
ward with ye greatest pleasure to coming Down to 
you for a Month or two and bringing my Little One. 
— Adieu Ever Yours most Dutifully and Affect., 

H. Eliot. 

Downing Street, August ye 3^. 

My dear Mother, — I write a Line to accompany 
ye News Paper accounts of ye Accident which had 
Liked to have happen'd to his Majesty in getting 
out of his Carriage Yesterday at St. James. The 
Essential Point that you will most wish to know 
is that ye Woman appear' d certainly to be mad 
upon ye Examination yesterday.^ I have order'd 
all ye News Papers to be sent to gratify your 
Curiosity but they are none very exact in their 
own accounts though they have some General 
Sketch of it and I thought you might like to see 
them all. His Majesty shrunk back suddenly 
upon seeing ye knife and said to his Footman or 
Page ' Dont you see ye Knife ? Take care of ye 
Woman. She is Mad.' There was a Levee as 
usual afterwards and his Majesty was perfectly 
Composed. The Woman was given into ye Custody 
of a King's Messenger and will probably be sent to 
Bedlam. The Examination lasted till near | past 
six during which time we waited with no small 

' The King's assailant was an insane womau named Margaret Nicholson 
from Stockton-on-Tees. She was confined in Bethlehem Hospital for 
forty years. See Memorials of St. James's Palace, by Edgar Sheppard, 
M.A., vol. i. pp. 324-9. 
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anxiety for my Brother's Coming Home, and were 
all very much rejoiced when we heard how ye 
exammation had turn'd out. Adieu now My 
Dearest Mother for I must write a line to my 
Brother Chatham —Ever yours most Dutifully and 
Affect., H. Eliot. 

On the 20th of September, about six weeks after the 
last of these letters was written, Mr. Pitt wrote to Lady 
Chatham to tell her of the birth of a new granddaughter. 

' I have infinite joy in being able to tell you that my 
sister has just made us a present of a girl and that both 
she and our new guest are in every way as well as possible. 
. . . She was in perfectly good spirits thro' the whole of 
the time and suffered no more than was natural. I have 
had the comfort of seeing her for a single minute (which is 
all that could be permitted) and can therefore add my own 
certificate how well she appears to the assurance of all the 
learned which are as satisfactory as could be wish'd.' 

Two days later he wrote to say that his sister was not 
so well, that she had not had so good a night, and that she 
had a little fever. The following day he wrote twice to 
Lady Chatham to assure her that Lady Harriot was better, 
and that the doctor was quite satisfied with the progress 
she was making. On the 25th of September, however, 
the evil symptoms returned, and as it soon became 
apparent that Lady Harriot was sinking, Mr. Pitt's 
thoughts were naturally for his mother, and he wrote the 
following letter to Mrs. Stapleton asking her to do what 
she thought best as to breaking the sad news to Lady 
Chatham : 

' Downing Sthket, Sunday, September 26, 1786, 11 o'clock. 
' Dear Madam, — In a most aiHicting moment it is some 
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consolation to me to have recourse to your kind and 
affectionate attention to my mother, which she has so 
often experienced. The disorder under which my poor 
sister has suffered since Friday morning appears, I am 
grieved to say, to have taken so deep a root, that all the 
efforts of medecine have served only in some degree to 
abate it, but without removing the cause. This circum- 
stance and the loss of strength render her case now so 
alarming, that although hope is not entirely extinguished, 
I cannot help very much fearing the worst ; and unless 
some very favourable change takes place, there is too 
much reason to believe the event may be soon decided. 
In this distressful situation I scarcely know what is best 
for my mother — whether to rely for the present on the faint 
chance there is of amendment, or to break the circum- 
stances to her now, to diminish if possible the shock which 
we apprehend. I have on this account addressed myself 
to you, that, knowing what is the real state of the case, you 
may judge on the spot whether to communicate any part 
of it immediately or to wait till the moment of absolute 
necessity. I need make no apology for committing to you, 
my dear Madam, this melancholy task. You will make, 
I am sure, every allowance for the feelings under which I 
write. — Sincerely and affectionately yours, 

'W. Pitt. 
' Since writing this the symptoms are become decided ; 
and though the sad event has not actually taken place, it 
is inevitable. My brother is probably at Burton, but I 
will send to Weymouth. I trust all to your goodness and 
attention.' 

Lady Harriot died a few hours after this letter was 
written, and the following day Mr. Pitt wrote to his 
mother : ' I will not suffer myself at this most sad moment, 
my dear Mother, to express my own feelings which I know 
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are but too deeply yours also. My anxious hope is that 
your strength may enable you to support the shock with 
a fortitude of mind equal to so trying an occasion, and to 
your sentiments of tenderness and affection your good- 
ness to me will make it a sort of relief to you, in the interval 
till we meet, to know that severely as my mind must be 
wounded, my health has not suffered from the blow we 
have sustained. I should not lose a moment, you will 
believe, in coming to Burton, but I am sure you will 
approve of my not leaving poor Eliot at this time, for 
whom we have all and I most especially so many affecting 
reasons to interest me. His mind begins to be as composed 
as could yet be expected.' 
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